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NEPAL DISASTER: OVER 4,000 STILL UNACCOUNTED FOR; OFFICIALS WARN OF FRESH FLOODS

Toll crosses 1,000; morgues full,

Kathmandu sees mass burials
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DEVANSH  TASHI
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Kathmandu, September 1

AS DUSK fell over Kathmandu
and rain swept across the val-
ley, a line of ambulances ar-
rived at the western gate of Go-
karna Forest Resort, a former
retreat and hunting reserve of
Nepal’s royal family.

Police personnel and
workerssoon began carryingthe
remains of unidentified victims
of the Bhotekosi flash floods
through the golf course into the
nearby forest.

TwoJCBexcavatorshad dug
large pitsin the muddy embank-
ment as officials watched.
Nearly 75 bodies were interred
and tagged with batch numbers
for future identification.

A day earlier, more than 200
victims had been buried at four
locations. The death toll rose to
1,050 on Tuesday as security
forces recovered more bodies
from eight districts, officials said.

Nearly 4,000 people re-
main missing, including 583
foreigners and 83 security per-
sonnel, the National Disaster
Risk Reduction and Manage-
ment Authority (NDRRMA)
said. About 12,000 people have
been rescued.

Thedisaster has pushed hos-
pitals and mortuaries to their li-
mits, while relatives continue
searching for loved ones.

AtTeaching Medical College,
mortuary facilities have been
stretched beyond capacity, with
relatives arriving daily to ident-
ify family members. In Nuwakot
district, 24 bodies were re-
covered fromasinglebuildingin
Betrawati on Tuesday, police
said. All were found at Uttargaya
Mini Mart, a shopping arcade
there. Theyincluded 13women,
10 men and one child.

Search and relief operations

Workers carry bodies of unidentified victims of the flash floods at a burial site near Gokarna Forest Resort in Kathmandu on Tuesday. tasHi ToBGYAL

PM Balen under pressure to attend
UN General Assembly, seek support

have been hampered by con-
tinued rainfall and landslides,
while relativesin remote villages
scour riverbanks for those miss-
ing. Rescuers have alsostruggled
to reach people stranded by the
floods as intermittent rain per-
sists. Authorities issued a fresh
flood alert Tuesday after water
levels rose in rivers across east-
ern, central and western Nepal.

The NDRRMA warned of a
high possibility of flash floodsin
Nuwakot and Rasuwa districts,
where water levels in smaller
rivers and streams are expected
to rise. It urged people living
near rivers to remain vigilant
and take precautions.

By nightfall at Gokarna, the
large graves had been filled and
the day’s work had come to an
end. Silence settled over the for-
est. Beyond theburial site, Kath-
mandu continued with itsusual
bustle, though the heavy rain
brought rush-hour trafficto a
standstill. Families across the
country, meanwhile, were still
waiting for news of those who
had not come home.

Yubaraj Ghimire
Kathmandu, September 1

PRIME MINISTER Balendra
Shah is under pressure from
within his government and the
ruling Rastriya Swatantra Party
(RSP) tolead Nepal’s delega-
tion to the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in New Yorkand
seek international support fol-
lowing the country’s worst
flood disaster.

The pressure comes as the
death toll from Wednesday’s
floods crossed 1,000, with
nearly 4000 still missing.

The government is urging
Shah touse the UNGA platform
to seek climate justice for
Nepal, international support
for post-disaster rehabilitation
and reconstruction, and a
stronger global response to pro-
tect the Himalayan ecosystem.

At SCO summit, Xi urges member
states to make security a priority

Press Trust of India
Bishkek, September 1

CHINESE PRESIDENT Xi Jinp-
ing on Tuesday called on the
members of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO) to
make security akey priority and
crackdown on terrorism, separ-
atism and extremism, transna-
tional organised crimes, drug
trafficking and telecom fraud.

“We should stay committed
to taking security as a key goal,
and foster an environment of
common security. We should
pursue coordinated measuresto
tackle traditional and non-tradi-
tional security threats,” Xi said
while addressing the SCO sum-
mit in the Kyrgyz capital at-
tended by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, Russian President
Vladimir Putin and others.

“We should crack down on
the three forces of terrorism, sep-
aratism and extremism, trans-
national organised crime, drug
trafficking, and telecom fraud,”
headded.

Kyrgyz President Sadyr Zhaparov (right) and China’s President Xi
Jinping at the SCO summit, in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan on Tuesday. ap

Xi also spoke about the need
for multilateral partnership for
nuclear safety and security.

“Webelievein asensible, co-
ordinated, and balanced ap-
proach to nuclear security, and
support a stronger multilateral
partnership for nuclear safety
and security,” he said. He, how-
ever, did not elaborate.

The SCO member states
should strengthen cooperation
on information security, bio-se-

curity, and outer space security,
Xisaid.

Inaveiled criticism of the US,
hesaid, “We must prevent exter-
nal forces from interferingin our
internal affairs, endangeringour
political security, and under-
mining regional stability.”

Hesaid over thelast 25 years,
the SCO has travelled an extra-
ordinary journey and emerged
as an important pillar of south-
south cooperation.

Nepal PM Balendra Shah

“It is still not certain if the
Prime Minister will go, but
there is unanimity in the gov-
ernment that he should and
lobby with the international
community for climate justice
and post-calamity rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction,” asen-
ior government official said.

Foreign Affairs Minister Shi-
sir Khanal had earlier been as-
signed to lead Nepal’s delega-
tion to the UNGA.

Meanwhile, the Nepal Army
has continued its search and
rescue operation for a sixth day,
particularly inside tunnels at
more than a dozen hydropower
projectsalongthe Trishuli River.

With no mortuary facilities
available in areas along Trishuli
River, where the Bhotekoshi
merges with it, the government
has resorted to temporarily
burying unidentified bodies.

“Mortal remains of the
dead, especially those not rec-
ognisable and decomposed due
to prolonged exposure to watet,
have been temporarily buried,”
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said in a statement.

The government has also
brought in teams of experts
from India, China and South
Korea to assist with blasting
operations to clear residual
blockages.

Congo Ebola cases top
6,000, deaths near 3, ()OO

Associated Press
Bunia, September 1

CONGO’S AUTHORITIES said
Monday that the fastest-growing
Ebola outbreak in history has
topped 6,000 cases with 2,911
deaths.

Morethan 1,360 people have
recovered from the virus, in
what authorities said wasan “en-
couraging” development. Last
week, the virus spilled into two
new health zones in the region.

The World Health Organiza-
tion has said it remains out of
controlandison tracktosurpass
the 2014-2016 West Africa Ebola
outbreak, the deadliest on rec-
ord, which Kkilled over 11,000
people, primarily in Guinea, Lib-
eriaand Sierra Leone.

On Saturday, an Ebola re-
sponse team was attacked on
the outskirts of the town of
Mambasa in Ituri province
while respondingtoacall tose-
cure a body. Young people
armed with machetes stormed
the site of the funeral, forcing
the team to flee and injuring

Ebola outbreak has triggered a
global health concernas WHO
monitors rising cases and
deathsin Congo.ap

one member, a representative
told The Associated Press.

“Wedemand greater security
sowe canoperateinthe fieldand
do our work without endan-
gering our lives,” said Floribert
Magene, a member of the re-
sponse team.

Bodies of those who died of
Ebola can be highly contagious
and lead to further spread
when people prepare them for
burial and gather for funerals.
Clinical trials are underway to
find a licensed vaccine for the
Bundibugyo virus.

BANK SANCTIONS LIKELY THIS WEEK, SAYS BESSENT

US launches new barrage of
strikes on Iran around Strait

Tehran will be hit
again atamuch

harder and higher
level, says Trump

Reuters
Dubai, Washington,
September1

THE US launched new air
strikes on Iranian targets on
Tuesday, quashing hopes that
anexchange of firelast weekend
might not lead to a wider re-
newal of hostilities.

Tehran remained defiant,
warning that it would prevent
oil being exported from the Gulf,
despite athreat by US President
Donald Trump to hitIran “hard”
in response to the renewed Ira-
nianstrikes, and awarning from
US Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent that Washington was
about toimpose new sanctions.

“Today at 12 pm ET (1600
GMT), US forces began striking
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC)targetsinIran,” US
Central Command posted on X.
“The strikes follow recent at-
tempted attacks by the IRGC
against commercial shippingin
the Strait of Hormuz and against
American service members de-
ployed to the region.”

Iran’s state broadcaster said
there had been reports of ex-
plosionsonIran’s QeshmIsland,
onthenorthernside of the strait.

The state-linked news
agency Nour News said there
had been reports of explosions
in the port city of Bandar Abbas
and in Chabahar, a port on the
southern coast. IRNA also re-
ported the sound of explosions
in Jask and Sirik.

US President Donald

Israeli airstrikes
kill five in Gaza;
Hamas militant
held, says army

Reuters

Cairo, September 1
AN ISRAELI-backed raid to de-
tain a Hamas militant in Gaza
City was uncovered during the
operation on Tuesday, promp-
ting airstrikesto cover the force's
withdrawal that killed at least
four Palestinians, includingtwo
children, Gaza officials said.

Israeli Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz said a senior Hamas
militant had been detained,
while Hamas official Ismail Al-
Thawabta said an Israeli special
force had tried to carry out
an operation in Gaza City be-
fore being detected.

According to Thawabta, di-
rector of the Hamas-run Gaza
government media office, Is-
rael then launched heavy air-
strikes, killing and wounding
several people.

An Israeli security official
said the man detained is the
head of Hamas' internal secur-
ity service.

Israeli media reported the
raid may have been carried out
by members of an Israeli-
backed militia that operates
from Israeli-controlled areas
inside Gaza.

Witnesses said Israeli war-
planes fired at least 12 missiles
near the Katiba area in the west
of Gaza City, an area crowded
with displaced families.

Iran President Masoud Pezeshkian during a session of the SCO
summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, on Tuesday. REUTERS

Trump posted on his social
media channel that if Iran re-
taliated for the attack, “they
will be hit again at a much
harder and higher level”.

The Farsnewscited an IRGC
spokesperson as saying the US
“will regret its new attacks”.

The US Embassy in Qatar
urged Americans currently in
the Middle East to exercise
“heightened vigilance and be
aware of potential flight cancel-
lations, airspace closures, and
travel disruptions”.

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian had said early on
Tuesday ataregional summitin
Kyrgyzstan that Tehran would
reciprocate immediately if
Washington honoured its com-
mitments under aJune Memor-
andum of Understanding that
wasintended to halt the conflict.

The MOU declared anend to
fighting since US and Israeli
strikes began on February 28.
But it also deferred many of the
difficult issues and paved the
way forabroader 60-day negoti-
ation period — which passed
without further agreement.

* BRIEFLY

Iranian officials have shown
no public sign since then of
bowing to pressure. “If the
enemy wants us not to export oil
from the Persian Gulf, no one
will be able to export oil,” Iranian
parliament speaker Moham-
mad Bager Ghalibafwas quoted
as saying by Iranian media.

Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Esmaeil Baghaei told a
press conferencein Tehran that
Washington was “addicted to
making excessive demandsand
has mistaken negotiations for
dictating terms”.

Before thelatest attacks, Bes-
sent had said Washington was
likely to announce bank sanc-
tions against Iran thisweek and
next, stepping up an attempt to
“economically asphyxiate”
Iran's leadership after six
months of conflict.

At a G20 finance leaders'
meeting in Asheville, North Ca-
rolina, he said the US was look-
ing to target entities that did
business with the IRGC. “We
have zero tolerance. We are
going to economically as-
phyxiate this regime,” he said.

UNITED STATES

Nearly 30 years on, ex-gang member
convicted of Tupac Shakur’s murder

AN EX-streetgangleaderaccused of
orchestrating the drive-by shooting
death of hip-hop star Tupac Shakur
three decadesagoin LasVegaswas
convicted of murder on Monday for
hisroleinalong-unsolved crime
thatsilenced one of rap music’s most
influential voices. Ajuryin Clark
County, Nevada, deliberated for
nearly three hours before finding
Duane “Keffe D” Davis, 63, guilty of a
single count of first-degree murder

with a deadly weapon. Davis will

The convict Duane
Davis atacourtin
Las Vegas. REUTERS

COLOMBIA

1Killed, 11 injured
in explosion near
police station

AT LEAST one civilian was
killed, and eleven other
people wereinjured aftera
carbomb exploded outside a
police station in northeast-
ern Colombia, officials said
on Tuesday. The attack took
place around midnightin
LosPatios, atown on Colom-
bia'sborder with Venezuela
thatis also part ofthe Cucuta
metropolitan area. President
Abelardo delaEspriellasaid
the government would chase
those responsible. AP

face amaximum sentence oflifein
prison without possibility of parole
athissentencingon October13.

THENETHERLANDS

34 arrested after
masked gunmen
open fire on cops

DUTCHPOLICE on Tuesday
said 34 suspects from several
countrieswere arrested after
ashootinginwhichaman
wasKilled and two police of-
ficerswerewoundedinthe
earlyhours. The head ofthe
regional police, Jolanda
Aalbers, said a “large group”
of masked menopened fire
whenpolicearrivedata
house where suspiciousactiv-
itieshad beenreportedin
Overasselt,avillagein east of
the Netherlands. REUTERS

e META ACCEPTS IDs TO CHECK AGE, AND PROMISES TO DELETE THEM WITHIN 30 DAYS; BEYOND IDs, A GROWING NUMBER OF TECH COMPANIES ARE USING A.l. TO TRY TO DETERMINE USERS’ AGE

To keep children safe online, Metais trylng to get better at guessing their age

Barbara Ortutay
September1

OF THE child safety measures
agreed to in Meta’s landmark
legal settlement, no category
contains more detailed require-
mentsthanitscommitmentson
age assurance — and for good
reason. No matter how well the
protections work, they are of
little use if Meta can’t tell which
users are kids.

Determining which ac-
countsbelongto childrenisalso
the linchpin of child safety
measures that other com-
panies, including Google, Tik-
Tok, and Roblox, are ramping
up as public and regulatory
sentiment turns against them

in the US and other countries.

The Meta settlement, with
protections the company says
could become industry stan-
dards, will give the social media
giant a year to refine its ap-
proach. But the options are li-
mited, and improving age
verification technology pres-
ents steep challenges, includ-
ing navigating privacy implica-
tions not just for children but
for adults who could have to
prove they are over 18.

The $18 billion settlement re-
solves claims from state attor-
neys general that it hurt
children’s mental health by de-
liberately designing its Insta-
gram and Facebook platformsin
ways hooked young people’s at-

tention. The agreement an-
nounced last week with Menlo
Park, California, company in-
volves 48 states plus District of
Columbia and US territories.

In the offline world, people
use government-issued IDs to
prove they are over 18 or 21,
whether they want to get into a
cluborbuy cigarettes. While this
technically works online too,
many people are not comfort-
able giving a Big Tech company
like Meta or Google access to
theirdriver’slicense or passport.

Meta accepts IDs to check
ages, and promises to delete
them within 30 days. Beyond
IDs, though, a growing number
of tech companies are using ar-
tificial intelligence to try to de-

IO

[ S, o T S S

Meta logo on a sign at the company headquarters in California. ap

termine users’ ages. This is not
true age verification. While Al
can estimate a person’s age,
often accurately, it can’t verify a
person’s birth date.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Last year, Google began
using an age-assurance system
for YouTube that relies on Al to
differentiate between adultsand
minorsbased on theirwatch his-

tories. Meta does the same.

Alage checksusecluestode-
termine how old someoneis.

On Instagram, this includes
“contextual clues” such as posts
about birthday celebrations or
school, and things like which
posts people like, comment or
linger on, who their friends are,
and the times of day they log in.
For instance, someone who is
offline during school hours
would likely be school-aged.

In a blog post last year, Meta
said its Al also looks at photos
people post for visual cues, in-
cluding “height or bone struc-
ture, toestimate someone’s gen-
eral age; it does not identify the
specific person in the image.”

“By combining these visual

insights with our analysis of text
and interactions, we can signifi-
cantly increase the number of
underage accounts we identify
and remove,” company added.
Under the settlement, Meta
agreed to strengthen its age-
checking technology using its
own tools, as well as third-party
ones, with regular outside audits
on how well it is working.
Theagreementalsoincludes
specific goals around false posi-
tiveratesthatis, minorswhoare
identified asover18. Andifauser
is identified as under 13 and
kicked off one of its platforms,
Meta will check the ages of
their friends, too.
Identity verification com-
panies like Yoti and Persona,

which work with tech com-
panieslike Meta and Roblox, use
videoselfies people upload toes-
timate their ages.

The gaming site Roblox,
which, unlike social media plat-
forms, allows kids under 13 to
sign up, requires players to take
a video selfie to estimate their
age. Roblox says the videos are
deleted after the age check is
processed. Users are not
required tosubmitafacescanto
use the platform, only if they
want to chat with other users.

Some users have reported in-
accuracies, and experts have ex-
pressed caution about reliability
of facial age estimation tools, es-
pecially for women or certain
racial or ethnic groups. AP
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®VICE PRESIDENT C P Radhak-
rishnan will visit Chhattisgarh to
attend the third convocation
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DEARNESS ALLOWANCE ARREARS

Punjab moves SC: ‘not
lawtully possible’ to pay
Rs 14,191 crorein 15 days

SLP seeks interim stay on HC verdict and on any contempt
proceedings likely to arise due to non-implementation

Ananthakrishnan G &
Kanchan Vasdev

New Delhi, Chandigarh,
September 1

THE PUNJAB government on
Tuesday moved the Supreme
Court challenging Punjab and
Haryana High Court order di-
recting it torelease within afort-
night the pending dearness
allowance (DA) and dearness
relief (DR) to the employees and

pensioners, contendingthat the
financial obligation works out
to Rs 14,191 crores and “com-
pliance within the time allowed
is not lawfully possible”.

The Special Leave Petition
(SLP), filed by the Additional
ChiefSecretary, Finance, seeks
an interim stay on the high
court's August 3 judgement as
well as on any contempt pro-
ceedingslikely toarise duetoits
non-implementation.

The Punjab employees have
already filed a caveat in the Su-
preme Court. Separately, the
high court will take up for hear-
ing on September 27 a con-
tempt petition filed by em-
ployees against the Punjab
government.

Seeking the top court’sleave
toappeal against the HCjudge-
ment, Punjab has argued that
payment of the entire amount

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

PM calls for dialogue: Conflict not confined
to aregion, impacts global energy and trade

At SCO, Modi seeks
dismantling of
terror infra as Pak’s
Shehbaz listens

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, September 1

AS THE war in West Asia com-
pleted six months and a peace
deal remained elusive, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi told
leaders of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation countries
Tuesday that the crisis demon-
strated thata “conflictin onere-
gion does not remain confined

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Chinese President Xi Jinping and
Russian President Vladimir Putin in Bishkek on Tuesday. ReuTers

CJP condition, Govt request:
SC quashes FIRs lodged
against students during stir

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, September 1

MEETING A key demand of the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
which spearheaded the Jantar
Mantar protests in New Delhi
over exam paper leaks, the Su-
preme Court, acting Tuesday
on requests by the Centre and
some states, used its extraordi-
nary powers under Article 142
of the Constitution to quash

FIRs registered across the
country against students who
participated in the protests.
Followingthe order, the CJP
called off a protest march
scheduled for September 5 in
New Delhi. “All the FIRs... are
hereby quashed,” ordered a
three-judge bench, comprising
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant, Justice Joymalya Bagchi
and Justice V Mohana, allowing

»CONTINUED ONPAGE 2 |

there” and “impacts global
energy security, maritime trade
and supply chains” with the
Global South bearing the brunt
of the “consequences”.
Addressing the SCO summit
in Kyrgyz capital Bishkek, Modi
said India’s position is that the
“resolution of all tensions and
conflicts is possible only
through dialogue and diplo-
macy, not on the battlefield”.
Among leaders at the sum-
mitwas Iran’s President Masoud
Pezeshkian. Modi and Pezesh-
kian met Monday for the first
time since the start of the war.
“In today’s interconnected
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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'NCLT special bench stays

earlier order on Chandra’s
Rs 6.25-cr settlement plan

George Mathew
Mumbai, September 1

IN A setback for Essel Group
founder Subhash Chandra, a
five-member special bench of
the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) on Tuesday
stayed the operation of the
tribunal’s earlier order which
allowed him to settle his per-
sonal insolvency proceedings

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Jharkhand SIR faceoff: BJP agents seek
todelete voters, BLOs raisered flag

In Godda, one BJP agent burns 75 forms after Booth Level
Officer asks questions; CEO says BLO cannot refuse forms

ShubhamTigga
Ranchi, September 1

ABDUL MANNAN Khan, Mo-
hammad Naushad, Moham-
mad Shafiq, Bibi Basilan, Mo-
hammad Aslam... With voter
after voter in some booths in
Jharkhand’s Godda district, a
pattern has emerged over the
past month since the draft elec-
toral roll was published on Au-
gust 5 as part of the state’s
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
— a BJP Booth Level Agent
(BLA) arrives with a stack of
Form 7s seeking to delete voters
who figure in the draft roll; and
most of these names, as men-
tioned above, are from the mi-
nority community.

Across at least four booths,
Booth Level Officers (BLOs) have
refused to accept these applica-
tions, an investigation by TheIn-
dian Express has revealed, flag-
ging them as not genuine or not
procedurally sound. BLOs are
employees of the state govern-
ment, currently headed by a
JMM-Congress alliance.

The BJP has complained

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Maheshtikri villagers who have complalned to the BDO. ExpRrESS

e Oneagent, eight Form7s

Applications to delete 8 from voter roll
filed by BJP agent Sanjeev Roshan

- - L:L.__m L._..;__.. |
— [l - Al
~ e || =
= | (T
F -l (| e T | PR S—
Abdul Bibi Mirza Mohammad
MannanKhan Basilan Galeeb Hasmuddin
e = =
i,:'—.*i e | | ——— | o=
[, T— EL3 i = |
| = AL N . ! I
| . Sl . il | e e e
Mohammad Mohammad Mohammad Mohammad
Naushad Shafiq Shamim Aslam

Behind Form7:
Deletion but
only after probe

IN GODDA, Booth Level Of-
ficers (BLOs) of at least four
booths have said that BJP
workers have submitted Form
7s seeking dele-
tion of multiple

names. They
have also
[} claimed that

these formswere

not in the proper
format, and many of these were
rejected, as instructed by the
Block Development Officer, Sri-
man Marandi.

eWhat are thelegal
provisions for deletion
from electoral rolls?
Electoral Registration Of-
ficers (EROs) are empowered
by Section 22 of the Represen-
tation of the People (RP) Act,
1950, to make corrections and
deletions to the electoral roll
either on theirown oractingon
applications made to them. In
each case, they must conduct
aninquiry, give the elector con-
cerned time to respond and
then pass an order.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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J_harkhand SIR faceoftf

that the BLOs are at fault for not
accepting the forms, adding a
political dimension and setting
up a standoff between ground-
level election officials and BJP
workers, which has now
reached the Chief Electoral Of-
ficer’s desk.

The Indian Express tracked
down some voters targeted for
deletion and found thatnotonly
do they trace their presence in
the village for generations but
many among them are also ver-
ified in the 2003 intensive revi-
sion of the rolls. Under the Elec-
tion Commission’s own rules,
this should ease their inclusion
in the ongoing SIR.

In one booth alone, Booth
No. 9 of Maheshtikri village in
Godda, for example, 25 such
forms were filed against voters
byone BJPBLA, Sanjeev Kumar
Roshan. The Indian Express
spoke to eight of these voters,
and all of them expressed fears
of being disenfranchised or cut
off from the roster of govern-
ment schemes.

In a neighbouring booth, a
BLA turned up with 75 such
forms, and when questioned by
the Booth Level Officer (BLO),
he, by his own admission,
promptly burned them on the
spot.

Sriman Marandi, the Block
Development Officer (BDO) of
Basantrai, the Godda division
underwhich the booths fall, told
The Indian Express that, in his
capacity as Electoral Registra-
tion Officer (ERO), he had re-
ceived complaints from four
booths — Maheshtikri, Pachua
Kita, Lochni and Baghakol. An
inquiry report would be sub-
mitted after a field verification,
Marandi said, adding BLOs had
been told nottoact on forms “be-
cause we did not know the
source of the forms”. “They (the
BLASs) could have first submitted
awritten complaint to the SDO,
or to me... asking us to investi-
gate,” he said.

PM atSCO

world, the scope of security has
expanded significantly. The cri-
sis in West Asia has demon-
strated that a conflict in one re-
gion does not remain confined
there. It impacts global energy
security, maritime trade and
supply chains. The Global
South bears the brunt of these
consequences. Therefore, India
has consistently maintained
that the resolution of all ten-
sions and conflicts is possible
only through dialogue and di-
plomacy, noton thebattlefield,”
the PM said.

And as Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif listened,
Modi said, “Terrorism remains
a grave challenge for all of hu-
manity. In the fight against it,
we cannot limit ourselves to a
mere ‘action-reaction’ mind-
set.”

“We must dismantle the en-
tire ecosystem of terror financ-
ing, recruitment, radicalisation
and safe havens. We must speak
in one voice to declare that
there is no room for double
standards on this critical issue.
Countries that use terrorism as
an instrument of state policy
and provide shelter and support
to terrorists must be sent a
strong message: Terrorism can-
not be a strategic asset for any-
one,” he said.

In May 2025, days after the
Pahalgam terror attack, India
launched Operation Sindoor,
striking terror targets in Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir and Pak-
istan. This led to four days of
hostilities which ended with
Pakistan seeking a ceasefire.

Godda MLA Sanjay Prasad
Yadav of the RJD said he has
spoken to Marandi and wastold
“actionisbeingtaken”.

Objections raised by
BLOs

The SIR exercise began in
Jharkhand on June 30, with a
draft list published on August 5
that saw 16.48% of the voters
(around 43 lakh) deleted from
the electoral rolls. The claims
and objections round is cur-
rently on, and will end on Sep-
tember 4.

A deletion via Form 7 can be
sought on several grounds such
as absent, shifted, dead, dupli-
cate, not Indian citizen, etc. The
applicant does not need to sub-
mitany evidence but hastosign
a declaration that says: “I
HEREBY DECLARE that to the
best of my knowledge and be-
lief... T am aware that making a
statement or declaration which
is false and which I know or be-
lieve to be false or do not believe
tobetrue, is punishable...”

The BLO of Maheshtikri,
Anisha Bano, told The Indian
Express that a BLA of the BJP
brought around 25 forms to her
which were not “original”. “The
BLA said the forms were for
those voters who are not in the
village... and that 50 more such
forms will be brought later... All
forms had Muslim voters.”

She accepted the 25 forms,
Bano said, but later, BLOs were
instructed by BDO Marandi that
such documents were not offi-
cial forms and should not be ac-
cepted. So she declined to take
the rest.

Besides, Bano added, all the
voters against whom objections
wereraised had been mappedto
the 2003 electoral roll.

Pachua Kita BLO Mukhtar
said hehad been approached by
a BLA with around 75 Form 7s,
which were different from what
they had officially received from
theblock office. “The BLA asked

At the SCO summit in Tian-
jin on August 31-September 1
last year, Modi described the Pa-
halgam terror attack as the
“most heinous face of terror-
ism” which was “not only an as-
saulton the conscience of India,
but also an open challenge to
every nation”. He had under-
lined that “double standards on
terrorism are unacceptable”.

Recalling India’s three key
pillars of its vision for the SCO:
S for Security, C for Connectiv-
ity, and O for Opportunity, he
said, “Over the past 25 years, the
SCO has developed a strong
tradition of dialogue and coop-
eration across the vast expanse
of Eurasia. Together, we have
made valuable contributionsto
the well-being of our people as
well as to the progress of hu-
manity. We have laid a solid
foundation for cooperation
over these 25 years. Now, our
goal for the next 25 years should
be to translate this cooperation
into tangible results.”

“Today, as the world navi-
gates through uncertainty and
instability, we must transform
our shared geography into
shared opportunities, and bring
about positive changes in the
lives of our people through our
efforts,” he said.

The summit was attended,
amongothers, by Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and Russian
President Vladimir Putin. Modi
met them informally during a
group photograph session for
theleaders. Xiand Putin are ex-
pected to attend the summit of
the BRICSleaders in New Delhi
on September 12-13.

Underlining the need for
“robust and reliable connectiv-
ity”, Modi said, “India supports

Punjab moves SC

would have serious fiscal and
constitutional implications.
The State has also contended
that money cannot be with-
drawn from the Consolidated
Fund without following the pre-
scribed appropriation process.
“Expenditure of this order
cannot be met without a sup-
plementary statement of ex-
penditure under Article
205(1)(a), a demand for a grant,
which by Article 203(3), may be
made only upon the recom-
mendation of the Governor, the
assent of the House under Ar-
ticle 203(2), and an Appropri-
ation Act under Article 204,
without which, by Article
204(3), no money may be with-
drawn from the Consolidated
Fund ofthe Stateatall,” read the
plea. It adds that “every one of
those steps presupposes a sit-
ting of the Legislative Assembly
summoned by the Governor

under Article 174.”

Adivisionbench ofthe high
court had asked the State to re-
lease, within a fortnight, every
pending installment of DA and
DR “to every State employee
and pensioner at the rates appli-
cable to officers of the All India
Services serving in connection
with the affairs of the State”. It
had also directed that the State
would have to pay 6 per cent
simple interest in case of de-
fault. It also “restrained” the
State government “from ‘un-
productive” expenditure until
all dues are cleared. The high
court had also quashed a liqui-
dation plan submitted by the
State government “as it staggers
the admitted arrears of approxi-
mately Rs 14,191 crore.” The
State, in its plea, said the direc-
tions produce a “disproportion-
ate outcome”.

In its plea, the Punjab gov-

me what the form was for, and
said he had been told it was for
adding names. I told him that,
rather, you are being made awit-
ness that this person’s name
should be deleted,” Mukhtar
said, adding that he did not ac-
cept the forms.

Mukhtar said almost all the
names on the 75 forms were of
Muslims, and most were
mapped to the 2003 list. When
questioned, the BLA who had
tried to submit the 75 forms to
him “burned all of them”, he
added.

“Thisis our home’

In Maheshtikri village, sev-
eral villagers have submitted a
complaint to BDO Marandi re-
garding mass submission of
Form 7s against them in Booth
No.O.

Abdul Mannan Khan, 70, is
among them. He and his family
have lived in the village for gen-
erations, he said, and his name
was in the 2003 roll. “This is our
home and we are Jharkhandi
too. So how can our names be
deleted?” BLO Banohasassured
them theirnameswill stay, Khan
said, but heis afraid he may lose
government benefits.

Mohammad Naushad, 50,
said his grandparents were
mapped to the 2003 electoral
roll, while he spent his child-
hood in Maheshtikri and left
home only to find work as a la-
bourer. He continues to vote in
Jharkhand, Naushad said. “I go
where I get work... What if our
namesaredeleted and wedonot
get government benefits? What
if we are not considered Indian
citizens?”

Naushad’s father Moham-
mad Shafiq, 80, said he is a reg-
istered voter in Maheshtikri as
well, along with wife Bibi Basi-
lan, 65. “Thave been voting here
sincelturned18... We havebeen
heresomany years. We have the
khatian (land proof of being a
Jharkhandi), every record and
paper. Now thereissuddenlyan
obstacle.”

Added Basilan: “Our family
will be destroyed... Where will

allinitiatives that connect mar- |

kets, facilitate trade, and open
new avenues for growth. How-
ever, respect for the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of all na-
tions is paramount in these en-
deavours. This is also the core
spirit of the SCO Charter.”

“In the future, the scope of
connectivity will expand
further. Alongside roads, rail-
ways and air corridors, we must
simplify customs procedures,
promote digital documenta-
tion, and enhance the efficiency
oflogistics networks,” he said.

India wants to access Cen-
tral Asia through Iran since Pak-
istan hasdenied India overland
transitaccesstotheregion. And
for India, the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridorisanirritant
since it violates India’s terri-
torial integrity and sovereignty.

On the issue of opportunity
for the region, Modi said, “This
meansensuring that the benefits
of SCO cooperation directly
reach our people. Our greatest
asset lies in the bonds between
our people. For India, the SCO
represents a confluence of great
civilisations, cultures, and ideas.
Over the next 25 years, we must
place people-to-peopletiesatthe
heart of our cooperation. The
true yardstick of our success
should be the number of new op-
portunities created for the youth
through our efforts, the newmar-
kets opened for our entrepre-
neurs, the extent to which our
farmers have benefited from
technology, and the improve-
mentinthelivesof our citizens.”

Pakistan will be hosting the
next SCO summit in 2027, and
India’s participation will be
watched closely by members of
the grouping.

ernment argued thatitsrulesdo
not mandate payment of DA to
State employees at the rate fixed
by the Centre for itsemployees.
It said the Punjab Civil Services
(Revised Pay) Rules, 2021, pre-
scribe no specific index, for-
mula, rate or interval for DA and
leave the matter to the State
government's discretion.

It further submitted that the
State pays DA to All India Ser-
vices officers at the central rate
because they are governed by
Union law and the State hasno
power to determine their ser-
vice conditions.

It pointed out that the Sixth
Punjab Pay Commission had re-
vised the State’s pay by a multi-
plication factor of 2.59, rising to
2.72,against the 2.57 adopted by
the Seventh Central Pay Com-
mission, “so that Punjab’s basic
pay is higher than the corre-
sponding Central basic pay
across most of the matrix”. It
said that DA being a percentage
applied to basic pay, “an ident-
ical percentage upon a higher

FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

we go?... What kind of system
have they created against
voters?”

Mohammad Aslam, 65, also
alabourer, said heand all the eli-
gible members of his family have
always voted in the village. On
the Form 7 application, he said:
“It seems like an attempt to es-
tablish we do not belong here.”

About what may follow,
Aslam is anxious. “We aren’t
educated enough tounderstand
the consequences.”

Mirza Galeeb, 61, who works
in Ghaziabad near Delhi, but is
back home, said he was born in
Maheshtikri and has spent most
of his life in the village. “Every-
thingis here,” he said.

Shamim, around 45, a la-
bourer, said he only came to
know about the Form 7 applica-
tion against him when an an-
ganwadi worker told him. He
was surprised, he said. “Every-
thing is fine online with my ap-
plication. I also have a receipt.”

While he travels outside
Jharkhand for work, his family
hasbeenbased in the state, Sha-
mimsaid. “Our forefatherslived
here. My father and three
brothers are here. One brother
lives in Bihar and has his voter
ID there. Apart from him, our
Aadhaar cards, addresses and
everything are from Jhark-
hand.”

Mohammad Hasmuddin,
around 60, adaily wager, said he
spent his childhood in Mahesh-
tikri, where his family ownsland
and hasakhatian. Hisnamewas
inthe 2003 electoral roll too, and
hehad voted earlierin Godda, he
said.

“My father, grandfather and
great-grandfather have all lived
in this house. We have not even
changed our house,” Hasmud-
dinsaid, addingthat hissonwho
worksin Delhialsoreturnstothe
village to vote.

‘Part of BJP
responsibility’

On August 27, the BJP’s
Jharkhand SIR convenor, Ra-

kesh Prasad, submitted a mem-
orandum tothe Additional CEO,

complaining about “discrep-
ancies” in the SIR process in the
state, particularly in Sahibganj
and Godda districts.

Inthe case of Godda, the BJP
accused BLOs of two booths of
refusing to accept Form 7 appli-
cations submitted by its BLAS,
and asked how BLO Bano, of
Booth No. 9, Maheshtikri, had
made public the details of its
BLA. Thishad resulted in press-
ureand threatsagainstthe BLA,
the BJP claimed.

Asked about BLO com-
plaints regarding Form 7s sub-
mitted by BJPBLAs, former BJP
Godda MLA Amit Kumar Man-
dal said this is part of their re-
sponsibility and they have been
trained in this, including in the
use of Form 6 (for new voters)
and 8 (to record shifting or cor-
rection of entries).

“If someone’s name is ap-
pearing at two places, the BLA
can raise an objection for dele-
tion,” said Amit Mandal.

On the allegation that Form
7 documents are being dis-
tributed in bulk, with one BLA
submittingupto75, Mandal said
there is no prescribed limit on
the number of applications a
BLA cansubmit,and thatitisthe
responsibility of the election
authorities to verify the objec-
tions.

Mandal also said that a BLO
must “maintain confidentiality”
about the person against whom
objections have been filed, as
well asofthe BLA concerned. “If
the BLO has disclosed such in-
formation, itcanamounttoavi-
olation of the Representation of
the People Act.”

In the 2024 Assembly elec-
tionsinJharkhand, Mandal lost
from Godda to Sanjay Yadav of
the RJD (a part of the JMM-Con-
gress alliance) by more than
20,000 votes. In the 2020 elec-
tions, Mandal defeated Yadav,
but by a narrow margin of
around 4,500 votes.

BJPBLA Sanjeev Kumar Ro-
shantold TheIndian Express he
was given around 25 Form 7s by
ex-MLA Mandal and told tosub-
mit the same to the BLO. As per
Roshan, Mandal told him: “Ifthe
BLO acceptsthe forms, it is fine;
ifnot, bringthemback.” Roshan

Student protest FIRs

applications filed by Delhi Po-
lice and the states of Maha-
rashtra, Bihar, Assam and West
Bengal. On being told that
states like Madhya Pradesh
and Uttar Pradesh too had reg-
istered FIRs against the pro-
testers but had not ap-
proached the court for their
quashing, the bench directed
that “if there is any other FIR
registered with respect to the
same incidents of protests be-
tween July 20-25, 2026, in any
state/Union Territory which
has not been formally brought
toour notice, (they) shall not be
pursued or investigated and
such FIRs be taken as closed for
allintentsand purposes”. It said
“no state/UT shall register any
fresh FIR in relation toincidents
of protests between July 20-25”.

The bench said it was exer-
cising Article 142 powers
“keeping in view the future” of
young protesters who “bon-
afidely came to protest”. “We
find it a fit case toinvoke Article
142. These applications are
allowed,” it said.

It, however, permitted the
Central government/Delhi Po-
lice to register a fresh FIR in re-
spect of 2,873 individuals with
criminal records who were al-
legedly present at the protest
sites.

The Delhi Police had told
the court earlier that 2,873 indi-
viduals with serious criminal
charges against themincluding
those related to “murder, at-
tempt to murder, dacoity, rape,
POCSO etc” were at the protest
sites. “Such FIR shall be regis-

base doesnot produce anident-
ical emolument but a larger
one.”

It submitted that “in five cat-
egories — clerk, driver, sten-
ographer, ETT teacher, and
constable — of the seven, the
Punjab employee already draws
more at the existing 42 per cent
(DA)bybetweenRs1,832andRs
17,852 amonth” and it was only
in two categories — Superin-
tendent and Police Inspector -
that it fell short.

The plea said the State “of-
fered upon oath to cure it,
undertaking in principle to
raise DA so farasrequired toex-
tend to its employees parity
with analogous Central cat-
egories in absolute carry home
salary...Yet theimpugned judg-
ment did not advert to the
undertaking, even though the
application was on the file from
28.07.2026, six days before pro-
nouncement.”

On the fiscal stress that the
order puts on the state, it said,
“upon the material compiled by

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

tered without prejudice to
rights of parties to take lawful
recourse,” the bench said.

The CJP informed the
bench that it was withdrawing
its call for a protest march on
September 5. “As co-convenor
of the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP), I want to state that in
view of the positive assurances
of the Government of India and
the judicial sanctity bestowed
upon them today, and in view
of the order being passed by
this Hon’ble Court, the CJP
deems it appropriate to with-
draw the call for the march on
5th September and looks for-
ward to the compliance of to-
day’s order,” CJP spokesperson
Saurav Das, who was presentin
the courtroom, said, reading
from a statement.

Taking note, thebench said
“inlight of the above directions,
both sides shall abide by state-
ments and commitments
made before this court”. “This
order invoking Article 142 is
subject to the condition that
both sides shall abide by the
understanding arrived at.
These directions, being issued
in peculiar facts and circum-
stances, shall not be treated as
aprecedent,” it said.

Appearing for the Centre
and states, Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta recalled the dis-
cussions between the Central
government and protesters to
end the July protests and the
assurances given to the latter.
He said there was some appre-
hension in the minds of the
protesters about the assur-

the Cabinet Sub-Committee
constituted on 07.04.2026, com-
mitted expenditure upon sal-
aries and pensions is approxi-
mately 51% of the petitioner’s
revenue receipts, the highest
among the major States against
an all India average of about
38%, and committed liabilities
including interest consume
about 82%”. Itadds that the “im-
pugned order does not remedy
an under payment, it com-
pounds an over payment, from
one of the fiscally most con-
strained major State in India.”

Itsaid thatclearingRs 14,191
crore in one go would amount
to roughly three months of the
State’s entire wage and pension
bill. “Such an expenditure”, ac-
cording to the government,
“cannot be undertaken without
disturbing welfare and other es-
sential spending” and “cannot
be withdrawn from the Consoli-
dated Fund without following
the constitutional appropri-
ation process”.

The government said its

said he got some forms back
after these were rejected by Ma-
heshtikri’s BLO.

Ganori Mandal, the BLAwho
submitted 75 Form 7 applica-
tions to Mukhtar, told The In-
dian Express he had barely any
ideawhat the formwas, and con-
firmed that, when he got to
know something waswrong, he
“burned” all the forms. “We are
innocent and uneducated
people. We got the forms from
BJP cadrestosubmit tothe BLO.
Ithought it was a form to add
names,” he said.

BDO Marandi questioned
the submission of bulk objec-
tions. “Any objection should be
raised by the family concerned,
or there should be solid evi-
dence,” he said.

Marandi added that prelim-
inary information suggested
thatsome of the voters sought to
bedeleted areliving at their reg-
istered addresses, and said the
administration will conduct a
field verification for every dele-
tion request.

Jharkhand Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) KRavi Kumar said
thathehad spokentothe Godda
Assistant ERO and Deputy Com-
missioner, and there was no il-
legality. Objections had been
filed through Form 7, he said,
and these “can be submitted in
bulk aswell”.

The CEO added thatifa BLA
believes a voter is registered in
multiple states, they can file an
objection. “There is nothing
wrong in filing objections.”

He also said that the BLOs
should not be rejecting forms:
“First, you have to inform the
AERO. They will decide what
needstobedone. After that, you
give your recommendation in
the observation report.”

The JMM’s local block presi-
dent, Sultan Ahmed, called the
forms part of a “conspiracy by
the BJP to remove Muslim
voters”.

Congress general secretary
SuryaKant Shuklasaid the party
waskeepinga close watch onthe
SIR in Jharkhand, to monitor
any attempts to delete names
through Form 7. “We condemn
any attempt at targeted dele-
tions.”

ances, and that the government
remained committed to fulfil-
ling them.

He urged the court to also
quash FIRs registered in states
and Union Territories even
though they may not have ap-
proached the court. Mehta
urged the court to give the gov-
ernment three months to work
out the modalities for grant of
compensation to the families of
the students who took their
lives following the exam paper
leak. He then asked Das to re-
spond. After Das read out his
statement, the CJI said, “Fair
enough from their side... Ifboth
sides will show a good gesture,
then any, all issues can be re-
solved one by one... There is
nothing in the world which is
too complicated that it (cannot
be resolved).”

Accepting the Centre’s re-
quest for time to work out the
modalities for payment of com-
pensation, the bench said, “The
Central governmentisdirected
toformulate the modalities and
policy with respect to payment
of compensation on a pan-
India basis. Such model policy
may be circulated to all the
State Governments/Union Ter-
ritories in consultation with all
the State Governments/Union
Territories, and such a frame-
work may then be adopted by
all the State Governments and
Union Territories as a regular
mechanism of compensatory
measures. Asregardsto the stu-
dents who committed suicide
in respect of NEET 2026, the
Central government shall pay
compensation to the affected
families after the policy is for-
mulated, within a period of
three months.”

Cabinet had approved aliquida-
tion plan in February 2025
under which arrears of around
Rs 14,191 crore were to be paid
in phases over five financial
years, but this was quashed by
the HC.

The pleaalso challengesthe
high court's direction restrain-
ingthestate from incurring un-
productive expenditure, ar-
guingthat nosuch expenditure
was pleaded or supported by
evidence before the court.

What'sthe dispute?

The dispute dates back to
theimplementation of the Sixth
Punjab Pay Commission. Its
recommendations were sub-
mitted in April 2021 and revised
pay rules were notified later that
year. As arrears accumulated,
the government drew up its
Liquidation Plan in February
2025, proposing to clear the ap-
proximately Rs 14,191 crore over
the financial years 2024-25 to
2028-29, while giving priority to
pensioners above 85 years.

Voters canbedeleted,
but not without a probe

The ERO candelete an entry
from the electoral rollin casethe
person has died, or is no longer
ordinarily resident in that con-
stituency, or has been found in-
eligible - meaning, they are not
a citizen or are under the age of
18 years.

@ How can electors apply
fordeletion?

Under the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960, Form 7
must be used for making “objec-
tion for proposed inclusion /
deletion of name in existing
roll”. Electors can file a Form 7 if
they want to delete their own
nameor ifthey want to objectto
any other elector in their consti-
tuency.

The form can be down-
loaded from the ECI’s voter por-
tal (voters.eci.gov.in) and
handed tothe BLO concerned or
submitted online. The ECINet
app can also be used to submit
formsonline.

® Howis Form 7 filed
online?

To submit Form 7 online,
one hastofirst create an account
andlinkone’s phone number to
their electors photo identity
card (EPIC) number on the
voters’ portal or app. Only those
registered in the same consti-
tuency can submit a Form 7
seekingdeletion of aname from
a particular constituency.

Form 7 requires the appli-
canttoprovidetheirownname,
EPIC number and phone
number, as well as the name,
EPIC number (if available) and
address of the person against
whom they are objecting,.

The applicant has to select
one of five reasons for objecting
against an elector: “death”,
“under age”, “absent/perma-
nently shifted”, “already en-
rolled”, or “not Indian citizen”.

The form does not require
any evidence. However, the ap-
plicant hasto sign a declaration
thatsays: “ITHEREBY DECLARE
that tothe best of my knowledge
and belief that I am aware that
making a statement or declar-

ation which is false and which I
know or believe to be false or do
notbelieve tobe true, is punish-
able...”

Oncethe formis completed,
it can be printed for offline sub-
mission to the BLO or submitted
online.

®How are the forms
processed?

Since2018,the ECThashad a
centralised portal for EROs
across the country, known as
ERONet. Before that, states had
their own applications for pro-
cessing forms.

The ERONet portal stan-
dardised the process. However,
each form is processed at the
level of the ERO concerned and
not centrally.

In 2025, the ECI launched a
new version of this portal, com-
bining about 40 of its existing
apps and portals for voters and
officers. Voterswhologontothe
voters’ portal or officerswhoac-
cess ERONetareall redirected to
the new ECINet portal.

EROsand Assistant EROs re-
ceive the applications filed in
their respective areas through
the portal for further processing.
For each form, the ERO is
required to issue a notice to the
elector against whom an objec-
tion has been filed, give seven
days for response, hold a hear-
ingand pass an order. BLOs are
required to conduct field visits
to verify as well.

®Aretheregapsinthe
online system?

The portal itself does not
require any proof at the time of
filing a form for deletion. There
isalsonoverification of whether
applicants’ EPICs and phone
numbers actually belong to
them.

But, ECI officials point out,
safeguardsarebuiltinto the sys-
tem through the provisions of
the RP Act and Registration of
Electors Rules. While the form
may be filed online, the deletion
can only be carried out after a
detailed inquiry by the EROand
the BLO on the ground.

NCLT special bench

by paying Rs 6.25 crore, against
admitted claims of Rs
22,006.57 crore.

The bench, comprising
NCLT president Justice (retd)
Anupinder Singh Grewal, judi-
cial members Bachu Venkat
Balaram Das and Mahendra
Khandelwal, and technical
members Atul Chaturvediand
Ravindra Chaturvedi, directed
Chandra, in his capacity as
guarantor, not to alienate —
sell, transfer or dispose of —
any of his properties, either di-
rectly or indirectly.

The tribunal also issued no-
tices to all parties and decided
to hear the matter again, not-
ing that there was no clear ma-
jority view on the earlier ver-
dicts.

The constitution of the
larger bench followed the
NCLT's order, on August 25, ap-
proving a repayment plan
under which creditors would
receive only about Rs 6.25
crore, against guarantees of
about Rs 22,000 crore signed
by Chandra.

The case attracted attention
because of the exceptionally
large gap between the claims
and the amount proposed tobe
paid to creditors.

The NCLT’s August 25 order
came after a split verdict by a
two-member bench was re-
solved by a third member. The
plan received 80.814 per cent of
the voting share, while banks
opposing it accounted for only
19.186 per cent.

The personal insolvency
proceedings against Chandra
were initiated in 2024 follow-
ing a petition by Indiabulls
Housing Finance. The pro-
ceedings relate to personal
guarantees given by Chandra
for borrowings of Essel Group-
linked companies and are sep-
arate from corporate insol-
vency proceedings involving
group companies and regula-
tory proceedings concerning
Zee Entertainment Enter-
prises.

Following the August 25
order, banks and other credi-
tors raised objections over the
exceptionally low recovery and
questioned whether Chandra’s
financial position and assets
had been examined suffi-
ciently. They had also ques-
tioned whether a forensic in-
vestigation was warranted.

Banks now say that at least
five entities -- which held
61.78% of the votes cast and
backed the repayment plan --
arelinked to Chandra, either as

associates or related parties. As
many as 23 creditors partici-
pated in the voting under the
insolvency mechanism, and
banks which opposed the plan
gotavote share of only 19.186%.

On August 30, Chandrasaid
borrowers associated with his
personal guarantees had as-
sured him that they would rec-
oncile the accounts with
lenders and settle the balance
of Rs 4,262 crore.

Initsearlier order, the tribu-
nal concluded that the repay-
ment plan could provide a
better outcome for creditors
than pushing the matter into
bankruptcy. It also held that
where creditors had approved
a plan in accordance with the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code, the tribunal would not
ordinarily substitute its own
commercial assessment for
that of the creditors.

The August 25 order had
triggered further questions
over the effectiveness of per-
sonal guarantees and the abil-
ity oflenders to recover money
when the guarantor’s available
assets are substantially lower
than the liabilities.

The development adds
another layer to a closely
watched insolvency case that
has raised questions about
creditor recoveries, promoter
guarantees and the limits of
the personal insolvency frame-
work.

The most striking aspect of
the case is the contrast between
Chandra’s historical financial
standing and the assets dis-
closed during the insolvency
process. Creditors pointed to
net-worth certificatesissued in
2017 and 2018 showing figures
of about Rs 45,888 crore and Rs
40,562 crore, respectively.
Against that, the insolvency
process recorded Chandra’s
current assets at roughly Rs
31.79 crore. The huge differ-
ence became a central point of
contention.

Creditors wanted a forensic
investigation and asset-tracing
exercise to establish what hap-
pened to the wealth that had
been attributed to Chandra
and the promoter groupin ear-
lier years. NCLT s view was that
the old net-worth certificates,
by themselves, did not estab-
lish that assets had been con-
cealed or diverted. The tribu-
nal also held that appointment
of a forensic auditor or asset-
tracing agency was not a man-
datory precondition for con-
sidering a repayment plan.

. Chandigarh




THE INDIAN EXPRESS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2,2026 3

The City

Mr. Nitin Gadkari, Hon’ble Union Minister
of Road Transport & Highways, Government of India

Mr. H. D. Kumaraswamy, Hon’ble Union Minister of Heavy Industries & Steel,
Government of India

Mr. Piyush Goyal’, Hon’ble Union Minister of Commerce &
Industry, Government of India

Mr. V. Umashankar, Secretary, Ministry of Road Transport &
Highways, Government of India

Mr. Shailesh Chandra, President, SIAM, Managing Director &
CEO, Tata Motors Passenger Vehicle Ltd.

Mr. Ola Kallenius, CEO, Mercedes-Benz Ltd., Germany
Mr. K. N. Radhakrishnan, Director & CEO, TVS Motor Company Ltd.
Mr. Nitesh Gupta, Senior Partner, McKinsey & Company

Mr. Tarun Kapoor, Advisor to Hon’ble Prime Minister, Government of India

Mr. Sudhakar Dalela, Secretary (ER), Ministry of External Affairs,
Government of India

Mr. Shenu Agarwal, Vice President, SIAM, Managing Director & CEO,
Ashok Leyland Ltd.

Mr. Tarun Mehta, Co-Founder & Chief Executive Officer, Ather Energy Ltd.
Mr. Alexander Will, Partner, McKinsey & Company, Greater China
Mr. Rajesh Menon, Director General, SIAM

Mr. Anurag Jain, Chief Executive Officer,
NITI Aayog, Government of India

Mr. Rajesh Agrawal, Secretary, Department of

Commerce, Ministry of Commerce & Industry,
Government of India

Mr. Hisashi Takeuchi, Managing Director & CEO,
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd.

Mr. Santosh lyer, Treasurer, SIAM,
Managing Director & CEO, Mercedes-Benz

Mr. Kamran Rizvi, Secretary, Ministry of Heavy Industries, Government of India
Mr. R. Mukundan, President, Cll, Managing Director & CEO, Tata Chemicals Ltd.

Mr. Sriram Viji, President Designate, ACMA, Managing Director,
Brakes India Pvt. Ltd.

Mr. R. Velusamy, President, Automotive Business, Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd.

Mr. Shunichi Kawamata, Senior Manager-APJ Lead, Industry Specialists &
Solutions, Automotive & Manufacturing, Amazon Web Services (AWS), Japan

SIAM ./~
66"annual convention 2026

31 September, 2026 | Hotel Taj Palace, New Delhi

Contact: +91-11-47103010
For online registration, visit: www.siam.in

*Tentative

India Pvt. Ltd. é ‘;’j Dumimim | & Loy “Em soNTA g5 HYUNDAI _m é Fﬂ.';fﬂf.t:E aneaves @ o é [ ISUZU  JBM® () Olectra [Fi'z
— - EE] - e T > MEATH IO
Follow us on () SIAM €3 @siamindia Ms. Shivani Govil, Venture Partner == = =i=
- ’ ’ P makiir - ML MIETORT =9 SHO0A HDIWALTY (7] <z
EI@SIAM_India HS|AM Indi3 @_Isiamindia TBP Venture Fund, USA o &= l..{l.-'l abindra WE TIVEA LT TV =i 3{ o - exKa R | o n & GUTUNI SR,

ON MOHALI-CHANDIGARH BORDER

With langars and tractors,

Demand complete waiver of loans,
legally guaranteed MSP for all crops

Jasbir Malhi
Mohali, September 1

ON THE first morning of Sep-
tember, the Mohali-Chandi-
garh road offered a glimpse of
the preparations for a seven-
day farmers’ protest, with
elderly farmers brewing tea at
roadside langars, vegetables
being chopped for community
kitchens, and tractors-trolleys
doubling up as temporary
shelters.

The scene stretched from
Phase 11 towards Chandigarh
up to the Sector 48 motor mar-
ket, as farmers from different
parts of Punjab continued to ar-
rive on Tuesday morning for
the Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM)-led sit-in scheduled from
September 1to 7. The adminis-
tration has allotted a site near
Sectors 48-49 on the Airport
Road in Chandigarh for the pro-
test.

Led by farmer leader Balbir
Singh Rajewal, the protest is
being supported by 32 farmer
organisations affiliated with the
SKM.

Leaderswhojoined the pro-
test on Tuesday included Raje-
wal, BKU (Lakhowal) president
Harinder Singh Lakhowal, BKU
(Dakonda) leader Boota Singh
Burijgill, Manjit Singh Dhaner
and Angrez Singh of the BKU
(Dakonda Dhaner) group, All
India Kisan Sabha leader Prem
Singh Bhangu, Kirti Kisan
Union leaders Raminder Singh
Patiala, Nirvair Singh Dhudike
and Rajinder Singh Deep Singh
Wala, BKU (Kadian) president
Harmit Singh Kadian, Kisan
Sangharsh Committee presi-
dent Kamalpreet Singh Pannu,
Jamhoori Kisan Sabha presi-
dent Satnam Singh Ajnala,

Doaba Kisan Committee presi-
dent Jangvir Singh Chauhan
and Krantikari Kisan Union
president Harbhajan Singh But-
tar, among others.

BKU (Ekta Ugrahan),
though an associate member of
the SKM, is not part of this pro-
test and is holding a separate
agitation.

The farmers are demanding
alegally guaranteed Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for all
crops, MSPbased on therecom-
mendations of the M S Swami-
nathan Commission, complete
loan waiver for farmers and
farm labourers, and an increase
inthe sugarcane pricetoRs 500
per quintal.

The SKM has also de-
manded a special session of the
Punjab Assembly toreview and
scrap previous agreements con-
cerning the state’s river waters
and formulate a fresh frame-
work in Punjab’s interests. Its
demandsinclude restoration of
Punjab’s representation on the
Bhakra Beas Management
Board (BBMB), repeal of the
Dam Safety Act, withdrawal of
the Disaster Management Act,
2024, and opposition to pro-
posed free-trade agreements
with the US and European
countries.

Other demands include
withdrawal of the Electricity
Bill, 2025 and Seed Bill, 2025, be-
sides a monthly pension of Rs
10,000 for farmers, farm la-
bourers and rural artisans.

Farmersarriving for the pro-
test have brought ration, food
supplies and other essentialsin
their tractors and trolleys.
Roadside community kitchens
and tents were being prepared
as the farmers settled in for the
week-long agitation.

farmersbegin seven- day sit—in

i _.ﬂ# B d'ﬁ 2023

During the preparations for langar along the road from Phase 11in Mohali on Tuesday. JAsBIRMALHI

‘If farmers areto move
away from paddy, govt
must guarantee
procurement of
alternatives’

BKU (Dakonda) state presi-
dent Boota Singh Burjgill said
Punjab’s groundwater crisis had
become serious and the govern-
ment needed to takeimmediate
steps to conserve water. He said
farmer organisations were de-
manding that the Punjab gov-
ernment convene a special As-
sembly session to review
agreements related to water
and formulate a new plan

keeping the state’s interests in
mind.

Healso called for greater use
of canal water and
strengthening of the canal net-
work. “The canal infrastructure
has become dilapidated at sev-
eral places, because of which
water is not reaching the fields
to its full capacity. It is the gov-
ernment’s responsibility to re-
pairit,” he said.

BKU (Rajewal) state secre-
tary Parmdeep Singh Baidwan
said farmers were willing to
shift away from paddy, pro-
vided the government guaran-
teed procurement of alternative

Crops.
“If procurement of alter-
native crops, including bas-
mati, potatoes, maize, veg-
etables and pulses, is
guaranteed at MSP, farmers can
move away from paddy. This
will also reduce the pressure on
groundwater,” he said.
Baidwan also called for
large-scale implementation of
rainwater harvesting. He said
the government should make it
mandatory for large buildings
and other constructions to
channel rainwater into ground-
water recharge points and pro-
vide subsidies for the purpose.

Traffic diversions
putinplacein
view of protests

Police install barriers at Mohali-
Chandigarh border on Tuesday.
JASBIR MALHI

Express News Service
Mohali, September 1

WITH THE protest expected to
affect traffic between Mohali
and Chandigarh, Mohali police
has advised commuters to
avoid the protest route and use
alternative roads.

According to the police, the
road from ISER Chowk via Be-
stech Mall (Phase 11) towards
Jagatpura and Chandigarh will
remain closed to all vehicles in
view of the farmers’ protest.

For those travelling towards
the airport, Chandigarh and ad-
joining areas, police have sug-
gested the following alternative
routes:

Landran Road — Sector
82/83 Road — Jagatpura —

Chandigarh

Airport Road — IT
City/Aerocity — Jagatpura —
Chandigarh

Phase 9 Road — Sector
66/68 — Jagatpura — Chandi-
garh

Police have advised com-
mutersto plan theirjourneysin
advance and follow the an-
nounced diversions to avoid
congestion and inconvenience.

Two Sec-63flats fetch
%3.81cr,rest12 Chandigarh
properties draw a blank

In latest e-auction, one flat sold for Rs
192 crore, another for Rs1.89 crore —
with the final bids of each at least

Rs 60 lakh above its reserve price

Express News Service
Chandigarh, September 1

A CHANDIGARH Housing
Board (CHB) flat in Sector 63
fetched Rs 1.92 crore — nearly
Rs 63 lakh above its reserve
price of Rs 1.29 crore in an auc-
tion held on Tuesday. The bid,
however, failed to translate into
awider response, with only two
of the 14 freehold residential
properties offered by the board
finding buyers.

Two freehold residential
properties of the Chandigarh
Housing Board (CHB) in Sector
63 have brought acombined Rs
3.81 crore in the latest e-auc-
tion, with each selling for at
least Rs 60 lakh above its re-
serve price.

However, despite the pre-
mium bids, the auction has re-
ceived a lukewarm response,
with buyers picking up only
two of the 14 properties put on
the block.

While one unit, 2173-C in
Sector 63, was sold for a final
bid of Rs 1.92 crore, 2170-B
fetched Rs1.89 crore. Both 1106
square-foot propertieshad are-
serve price of Rs1,29,43,827.

The strong bids for the two
Sector-63 properties, however,
contrast with the overall re-
sponse to the auction. The
properties put up for auction

were spread across Indira Col-
ony, Manimajra, Modern Hous-
ing Complex, Sector 63 and
Sector 46-C, with reserve prices
ranging from Rs 41.46 lakh to
Rs7.33 crore.

Asmany as nine residential
units in Indira Colony, Mani-
majra, were offered with re-
serve prices between Rs 41.46
lakh and Rs 50.99 lakh. Two
flats in Modern Housing Com-
plex were also part of the auc-
tion. A CategoryIVflathad are-
serve price of %1.05 crore, while
a Category I flat carried a re-
serve price of Rs 2.64 crore.

The highest-priced property
in the auction was an indepen-
dent HIG house in Sector 46-C,
with a reserve price of Rs 7.33
crore.

The CHB had invited pros-
pective buyers to bid for the
properties on a freehold basis,
with allotment to the highest
eligible bidder quoting above
the reserve price.

The board had recently also in-
vited bids for 79 commercial
properties on aleasehold basis,
but the exercise failed to gain.

Both 1106 sq-foot
propertieshada

reserve price of
Rs1,29,43,827
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HC: Amazed how authorities allowed
constructions to continue on Kaimbwala

Observation comes after an application
alleged construction in Sukhna Lake
Catchment Area and Eco-Sensitive Zone

Jagpreet Singh Sandhu
Chandigarh, September 1

THE PUNJAB and Haryana
High Court has expressed dis-
may over constructions in
Chandigarh’s Kaimbwala vil-
lage — an ecologically fragile
zone — despite a ban imposed
by the court’s Division Bench.

“We are amazed as to how
the authorities have allowed
such constructions to go on
when there isaban imposed by
the Division Bench of this
court,” the court observed.

The high court made the ob-
servation after a report by the
Local Commissioner and a
video played before it showed
“large number of construc-
tions” and new boundary walls
on the khasra numbers (land
records) in question.

The Division Bench of Act-
ing Chief Justice Ashwani
Kumar Mishra and Justice
Rohit Kapoor, in its August 31
order, took on record the report
along with a pen-drive sub-
mitted by advocate Nitin Kau-
shal, who had been appointed
as the Local Commissioner on
the previous date.

The matter concerns an in-
terim application in a suo-
motu taken by the high court
against the Chandigarh Ad-
ministration and others. The
application, represented by
Senior Advocate Akshay Bhan
and Advocate Shaurya
Khanna, Advocate and Akhi-
lesh Barak, is related to the al-
leged ongoing construction at
Kaimbwala.

In the application seeking
urgent preponement and in-

25

AWARDS

terim directions, the applicants
stated that the immediate
trigger arose on August 10 and
11, when private persons alleg-
edly mobilised heavy commer-
cial machinery and 8-10 con-
struction labourers onto an
unpartitioned joint agricultural
holding at Kaimbwala in
Khasra No. 23/12. They alleged
that deep trenches were dug
and construction of a perma-
nent reinforced cement con-
crete (RCC) structure was com-
menced, with steel
reinforcement pillars reaching
nearly 10 feet in height.

The applicants further al-
leged that despite real-time
alerts, formal complaints and
site reports being sent through
email and WhatsApp to the
Deputy Commissioner, Tehsil-
dar Enforcement and SDM
(Central) on August 11, the offi-
cial respondents had shown
“complete administrative iner-
tia” and a “total abdication of
their statutory enforcement
powers”. They alleged that, tak-
ing advantage of the alleged
lack of field intervention, con-
struction of the permanent 10-
foot RCC wall was continuing
on a daily basis.

According to the applica-
tion, the alleged construction
was taking place within the des-
ignated Sukhna Lake Catch-
ment Area and protected Eco-
Sensitive Zone (ESZ), situated
barely 500 metres from Sukhna
Lake.

The applicants claimed that
raising a permanent 10-foot
RCC structure would artificially
alter the natural drainage con-
tours and hydrology of the

IS YOUR WORKPLACE LEADING
THE WAY FOR WOMEN 7

MAHILA SAMARTH
SANSTHAN AWARD

Step forward. Share your best practices. Earn
statewide recognition for creating a safe,
respectful and supportive workplace.

5

CATEGORIES

The matter has been listed for September 10, 2026. Lt

basin, and referred to interim
protection orders passed by the
high court on March 14, 2011
and December 18,2020, which,
according to the application,
explicitly ban fresh building ac-
tivities and landscape modifi-
cations in the catchment area.

The applicants also alleged
that administrative records
from June to August 2026
showed a continuous pattern of
unchecked activity on thejoint
estate. They stated thatin June
and July alone, over 25 to 100
truckloads of external soil and
industrial malba were dumped
across Khasra Nos. 23/9, 23/11,
23/12,23/20 and 35/1, allegedly
raising the terrain by four to six
feet. They further alleged that
15-20-foot-high shade curtains
were erected to conceal late-
night earthmoving operations
and that JCBs were used to
bury debris inside 12-15-foot-
deep trenches.

The application stated that
ifthe matter remained listed for
September 10, the ongoing RCC
wall construction would be
fully completed and sealed on

X23.75

LAKH TOTAL BUDGET

the ground, allegedly altering
the topography, destroying ag-
ricultural topsoil and obstruc-
ting natural water pathways
feeding Sukhna Lake.

The applicants sought an
urgent hearing and interim di-
rections to halt construction ac-
tivities.

In its August 31 order, the
high court said, “We expect that
the authorities would ensure
that the status as it exists pur-
suant to order of the writ court
is maintained and no unauth-
orised construction is allowed
inthe area”.

“It shall be open for any of
the parties aggrieved by the re-
port of the Local Commissioner
tofileitsobjections,” thebench
added.

The high court directed the
revenue authorities to apprise
the court through an affidavit
“astowho are the persons, who
have actually raised construc-
tion of boundary walls, in the
teeth of the judgment of the
Division Bench.”

The matter has been listed
for September 10, 2026.

20 September
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Mayor meets
Khattar, seeks
Centre’s
support for
UT’s projects

Express News Service
Chandigarh, September 1

CHANDIGARH MAYOR Sautr-
abh Joshi on Tuesday met
Union Minister for Housingand
Urban Affairs and Power Mano-
har Lal Khattar during the
latter’s official visit to the city
and discussed key civic issues
and development priorities.

Joshi apprised Khattar of
Chandigarh’s infrastructure
requirements, civic challenges
and the development priorities
of the Municipal Corporation.
He also sought continued sup-
port from the Centre for projects
aimed at strengtheningcivicin-
frastructure and improving
urban services.

The Mayor thanked Khattar
for the support extended to
Chandigarh at a recent meeting
of the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, where issues con-
cerning the city were discussed.

“Chandigarh deservesdevel-
opment that matches its na-
tional importance and itsident-
ityasoneof India’sbest-planned
cities. The Centre’s support and
Manohar Lal Khattar’s positive
approach give us greater
strength to take Chandigarh for-
ward,” Joshi said.

Hesaid greater coordination
between the Ministry and the
Municipal Corporation could
help expedite development pro-
jects and improve civic amen-
ities.

According to the Mayor’s of-
fice, Khattar gave a positive re-
sponse to the issues raised and
assured continued support for
Chandigarh’s development.

Joshi reiterated his focus on
“Chandigarh First”, with empha-
sis on improving civic services,
strengthening infrastructure
and ensuring long-term devel-
opment.

SITUATION VACANT

Pinegrove

School

Kuthar Road, Subathu
Distt. Solan, H.P. 173206
www.pinegrove.in
A fully residential school
Requires following Residential

Staff

1. Western Music

2. Matrons

3. Punjabi Teacher
well-spoken, experienced
candidates with excellent
communication skills, seeking
a long-term commitment need
to apply. Minimum 5 years'
experience. Minimum Salary:
Rs. 40000/- PM. Higher salary
on merit. Additional
perquisites of PF, Gratuity, Free
Food/ accommodation, and
education for two children.
Interested candidates to Email
their CV/Biodata to:
office@pinegroveschool.com

Pinegrove
School

Kuthar Road, Subathu
Distt. Solan, H.P. 173206
www.pinegrove.in
A fully residential school
Requires following Residential

Staff

1. TGT (IT/Computer Science)
2. TGT (Fine Arts/Sculpture)
well-spoken, experienced
candidates with excellent
communication skills, seeking
a long-term commitment need
to apply. Qualification for 1.
B.Ed., PG in Computer Science
2. Bachelor's in Fine Arts
(Sculpture), Minimum Salary:
for 1. 60000/, 2. 50000/,
Higher salary on merit.
Additional perquisites of PF,
Gratuity, Free Food/
accommodation, and
education for two children.
Interested candidates to Email
their CV/Biodata to :
office@pinegroveschool.com

dashboard.

UT Cong stages march to BJP office
over FIR agalnst Rahul Gandhl
ot ey

Express News Service
Chandigarh, September 1

THE CHANDIGARH Pradesh
Congress Committee on Tues-
day staged a protest march to-
wards the BJP officein Sector 33,
demanding withdrawal of the
FIR registered against Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi in Uttarakhand.

Led by Chandigarh Congress
president HS Lucky, the pro-
testers marched from Congress
Bhawan in Sector 35towardsthe
BJP office, raising slogans
againstthe BJPgovernmentand
carrying placards in support of
Gandhi. Senior party leaders,
councillors, office-bearers and
workers participated in the pro-
test.

The march was stopped by
Chandigarh Police after barri-
cades were placed on the route
to the BJP office.

A heated exchange and
jostles between police personnel
and Congress workers followed,
afterwhich the protesterssaton
the road and staged a dharna.

Addressing the gathering,
Lucky accused the BJP govern-
ment of using police and inves-
tigative agencies to target politi-
cal opponents.

He said Gandhi could notbe

UT rolls out

multi-category
online building
planapprovals

Chandigarh: The UT Adminis-
tration has expanded its online
building plan approval system
to cover multiple categories of
residential, commercial and in-
dustrial plots, with self-certifica-
tion by architects, real-time
alerts and a digital monitoring

I, ALKA CHOUDHARY, W/o
Sh. Randhir Choudhary, R/o
Flat No. 701, Tower 3A,
Suncity Parkrama, Opposite
Solitaire International School,
Sector-20, Panchkula,
Haryana - 134116, have
changed my name from ALKA

CHOUDHARY to ALKA
KUMARI for all future
purposes.

0020519278-1
I, Dimple W/o Sh. Hans Raj
R/o Vill Bhogpur, PO CRPF
Pinjore, Teh. Kalka, Distt.
Panchkula, Haryana
have changed my name
from Dimple to Dimple
Parmar.

0040875305-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Ram Parkash S/o Mata Pher
R/o # 2319, Sector 27-C,

Chandigarh, My son Rajbir |

Verma and his wife Sonu are
out of my control. | disowned
my movable and immovable
properties. In the future, any-
one who deals with him they
will be self-responsible

0020519277-1

“IMPORTANT”

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance
of advertising copy, it is not possible to
verify its contents. The Indian Express (P)
Limited cannot be held responsible for
such contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals advertising in
its newspapers or Publications. We
therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any
monies or entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in  any  manner
whatsoever.
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During the protest on Tuesday

intimidated by such cases and
would continue to raise issues
concerningthe Constitutionand
democracy.

“More than 32 cases have al-
ready been registered against
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi, but Rahul Gandhiisnot
aleaderwhocanbeintimidated.
He will continue his struggle for
therights of the people, the Con-
stitution and democracy,” Lucky
said.

The Congress president also
referred to the alleged ‘purifica-
tion’ of a place in Uttarakhand
following an event attended by
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge. He termed the incident

objectionable and alleged that
instead of taking action against
those responsible, an FIR had
been registered against Gandhi
after the Congress raised the
issue.

“Instead of taking action
against those who hurt the dig-
nity of the Dalit community and
act against the spirit of the Con-
stitution, registering a case
against the Leader of Opposition
reflects the double standards of
the BJP government,” Lucky
said.

He further accused the BJP
government of failingtoaddress
issues such as unemployment,
inflation, corruption and paper
leaks, alleging that cases against
opposition leaders were being
used to divert public attention.

“Instead of addressingitsde-
clining credibility, the govern-
mentisusing police and investi-
gative agencies as political
weapons. The Congress party
will continue its struggle on is-
sues concerning the public,” he
said.

Lucky also announced that
the Chandigarh Congresswould
intensify its agitation in the
comingdaysonissuesincluding
inflation, unemployment, cor-
ruption and what he termed ad-
ministrative failures in the city.

SHER-E-PUNJAB T20 LEAGUE

Arjun’s all-round show
powers Ludhiana Lions
to three-wicket win

Express News Service
Mohali, September 1

AN ALL-ROUND performance
by Arjun Rajput (82 and 4/27)
helped Ludhiana Lions defeat
Bathinda Royals by three
wickets in the fourth match of
the fourth edition of the Sher-e-
PunjabT20 League atthe ISBin-
dra PCA International Stadium
on Tuesday.

Lionswon thetossand opted
tofield. Bathinda Royals posted
165 in 19 overs, with Noorveer
Singh top-scoringwith 39 off 24
balls, including two fours and
four sixes. Skipper Harnoor
Singh contributed 38 off 19 balls,
hitting six boundaries.

Rajput was the pick of the
Lions’ bowlers, claiming four
wickets for 27 runsin four overs,
while Sahil Bhaskar took three
for 25.

Chasing 166, Ludhiana
made adisastrousstart, slipping
to29for fourin 3.4 overs. Rajput
and Abhijeet Garg then added
52 runs for the fifth wicket to
steady the innings. Gargwas run
out for 13in the 10th over.

Rajput continued to anchor
the chase, adding 68 runs off 36
balls with Krish Bhagat for the
sixth wicket before being dis-
missed leg-before-wicket by

PROPERTY FOR SALE
Commercial Property (Plots
cum Godown) having total area
of 4567.75 sq. yds at Village
Pawa, Ludhiana available for e-
auction on 07.09.2026 at
BAANKNET.COM portal with
Property ID: SBIN002000825 at
throwaway price of Rs. 2.73 cr
by SBI. Contact: 9779575339,
7087421800.

Arjun Rajput

Gourav Chaudhary in the 16th
over.

Rajput struck eight foursand
four sixes in his 45-ball 82. Bha-
gat remained unbeaten on 35 off
19 balls as Lions reached 166 for
seven in 18.4 overs, with eight
balls to spare. Gourav Chaud-
hary took two wickets for 31 runs
for Bathinda.

Lionshad opened their cam-
paign on Monday night with a
seven-wicket win over Mohali
Kings. Mohali Kings scored 176
for nine in 20 overs, with Aryan
Bhatia making 48. Sumit
Sharma and Gourav Chaudhary
took three wickets each for
Lions.

In the chase, Lions reached
177 for three in 17.2 overs, with
Gourav Chaudhary unbeaten
on 76 off 45 balls and Ridham
Satyawan on 51 off 39.

Meanwhile, the Punjab
Cricket Association has an-
nounced free entry tothe Yuvraj
Singh Stand for fans during the
league stage. Tickets for other
standsare priced at RsS0and Rs
100, while Corporate Box tickets
cost Rs499.

The PCA has designated the
Dussehra Ground near Gate No.
6 as a parking area for specta-
tors.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its

gallant Jawans on their Balidan Diwas.

~

=

~

o Y
CT/BB LANCE CONSTABLE
GOPI NATH NAIK SHANKAR
MANNA A RAJAN KUMAR SINGH
116 BN BSF 104 BN BSF 64 BN BSF
30.03.1965 - 20.05.1962 - 04.06.1973 -
02.09.1990 02.09.1988 02.09.2000

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

Veer Balidani
Naik
Birdhi Chand
60 Bn
6-8-1948 To
2-9-1990

DG and all ranks of CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Naik Birdhi Chand of 60 Bn,
who made supreme sacrifice after being
injured in a grenade attack by militants
in Srinagar, J&K, on 2 September 1990.
CRPF salutes the

braveheart and

pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani
Lance Naik
Amba Lal
60 Bn
7-11-1964 To
2-9-1999

never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all ranks of CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Lance Naik Amba Lal of 60
Bn, who made supreme sacrifice in a
fierce encounter with insurgents in
Assam, on 2 September 1999. CRPF
salutes the braveheart and pledges

Veer Balidani
Constable
Shaikh
Khairoddin
Nijamouddin
182 Bn
25-4-1983 To
2-9-2008

never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all ranks of CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable Shaikh Khairoddin
Nijamouddin, of 182Bn, who made the
supreme
injuries in a cowardly attack by
militants at Litter Chowk, Pulwama,
J&K, on 2 September 2008. CRPF
salutes the braveheart and pledges

sacrifice after sustaining

. Chandigarh
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EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
EX-SERVICEMEN CONTRIBUTORY HEALTH SCHEME

STATION HQ, AMBALA CANTT

1. RefAdvertisement dated 28 Jul 2026,
2. Additional application forms for the following posts are also invited for employment of confractual staff for ECHS Polychinics$®

Ser | Appointment Minimum Qualification Mo of Vacancy AgeinYears Fixed
No. Fixed "ESMOnly | Openfor For For Contractual Remuneration
ESMA& Civilian | Employment | Service

2.1 | Medical Officer MBES & Min 03 ¥rs Expernance after = (0 [Ambala-01 63 G5 Fs. 95 000/=pm
Internship Preferable Addional & Kaithal-01)
Qualification in MedicineSurgery

2.2 | MursingAsst GNM Diploma/Class-l Nursing : 02 56 58 Rs.36,500/-pm
Assiziants Coursa (Armad Forces) ikurukshetra)
& Mim 05 ¥rs Expananca

2.3 | Female Attendant | Literate & Min 05 ¥rs Expenenceain 01 (Sonepat) 53 55 Rs. 21 800/-pm
Ciwill Army Health Institutions

4. Thefollowing amendment is hereby made in the adverlisement/nespapers of 28 Jul 2026:-
For - Ome\acancyeach forthe post of Madical Officer for ECHS Polyclinic, Ambala & Kaithal published against ESM vac
Read - Application forms for Medical Officer far ECHS Polyclinic, Ambala & Kaithal is required against Open Vac.

4, Lastdale of submission of application is 16 Sep 2026,

[Rule (8-1)] SYMBOLIC POSSESSION

REGIONAL OFFICE : JALANDHAR NOTICE FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

Whereas the Undersigned being “Authorized Officer” of Punjab Gramin Bank, Regional Office :
Jalandhar, under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 in Exercise of powers conferred under section 13(2) read with Rule 9 security interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued demand notice on the date mentioned against the account calling
upon the respective Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) to repay the amount as mentioned against account within
60 days from the date of notice/date ofreceipt of the said notice.

The Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) having failed to repay the Amount, notice is hereby given to the
borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic Possession of the
property/ies described here below in Exercise of the powers conferred on him/her under section 13(4) of
said Actread with Rules 8 & 9 of the said rules on the date mentioned against account.

The Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) in particular & the publicin general is hereby cautioned not to deal with
the said property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Pun jab Gramin
Bank, Branch Office: Bahaderke, foramount interestand other expenses thereon.

The borrower(s)/ guarantor(s) attention is invited to provisions of Sub-Section (8) of Section 13 of the
Act,inrespectoftime available, toredeem the secured asseft(s).

A PUNJAB GRAMIN BANK

Name of Branch
Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s)

Date of Amount Outstandin

Date of 9
Demand | cossion | 2 PerDemand
B/o : Bahaderke Notice Notice

Borrower(s): Smt. Shini|]Mortgage of property|12.06.2026 | 29.08.2026 | Rs. 17,70,794/-
W/o Sh. Santosh Kumar, R/o|measuring 70 Sq. yards comprised in Khata|(Rupees Seventeen Lakhs
) No. 269/282 having Khasra No. 15//13,|Seventy Thousand Seven
:OUSSEO'S > 4284.1’ SFt)regt Situated at Village Noorwala, Tehsil & Distt.|Hundred Ninety Four Only) as on
0. &/f, Near IV UL || udhiana as per jamabandi for the year 2016-/30.05.2026 and interest / other
Tehsil & Distt. Ludhiana.|17 vide vasika No. 2023-24/106/1/14720|charges accrued thereon.

Also. at :.\ﬁllage Noorwala, dated 26.09.2023 in the name Smt. Shini W/o Sh. Santosh Kumar. Bounded as
Tehsil & Distt. Ludhiana. under : East: Neighbour, West: Street, North: Neighbour, South: Neighbour.

Date : 01.09.2026 Place : Jalandhar Authorized Officer

Description of the
Immovable Property

- -
& punjab national bank LIl
q ...the name you can BANK upon | SALE
SAMB CHANDIGARH, SCO 60-61, Sector 17-B, Chandigarh, PIN 160017 NOTICE

Telephone No.: 0172-5040788 & 796, E-Mail: zs8340@pnb.bank.in

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE/MOVABLE PROPERTIES
DETAIL OF THE ENCUMBRANCES KNOWN TO THE SECURED CREDITORS: NOT KNOWN

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable/Movable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act
2002 read with provisions ofRule 8(6) & 6(2) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the borrower(s), mortgagor(s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described movable/immovable property(ies) mortgaged/
hypothecated/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/ physical (whichever is applicable) possession of which has been taken by the Authorized officer of Bank/ Secured Creditor,
willbe sold on “Asis whereis”, “Asis whatis”, & “Whatever there is” on date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery ofits dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the
respective borrower(s) & guarantor(s). Thereserve price and the earnestmoney deposit will be asmentionedin the table below against the respective properties.

SCHEDULE OF SALE OF THE SECURED ASSETS
Date

Description of Movable/ Date of Demand Notice u/s
Immoveable BB re A Earnest Money i
Deposit (EMD) Time of

Mortgaged Property(ies) Outstanding Amount
and Name of Owner(s)/ Bid Increase E-Auction
Nature of Possession Amount

Mortgagors
16.04.2018

Lot. Name of the Branch

No. Name of the Account

Name & addresses of
the Borrower/Guarantors
Account

1. | _BO: SAMB, CHANDIGARH |Residential cum commercial Plot measuring 5456 Sq. R.P.: Rs. 71,40,000/- |24/09/2026

JAI BHOLA NATH ft bearing RTD No. 6301 Dated 05.02.13 regd. With [Rs- 404,70,190.98 plus interest andf—m—o == =1 From
ENTERPRISES PVT. LTD.  |Sub Registrar Abohar situated at New Fazilka Road, Other charges w.e.t. 01.04.2018 Bid| : 11-(:0 AM
Jai Bhola Nath Enterprises Pvt. Jopposite Kumar Filling Station, Abohar. (Punjab) 17.09.2018 I ; cr:aosoe;omorun 1 a4 o(;) PM
Ltd., Opposite Kumar Filling SYMBOLIC POSSESSION s. 1,00,000/- .

Station, Fazilka Road, Abohar, Sh. Shiv Lal Doda S/o Sh. Chhabeel Dass, Opposite Kumar Filling Station, Fazilka Road, Abohar, Smt. Sunita Doda, Opposite Kumar Filling
Station, Fazilka Road, Abohar, Avinash Doda S/o Sh. Chhabeel Dass, Opposite Kumar Filling Station, Fazilka Road, Abohar, Sh. Gagan Doda S/o Sh. Shiv Lal Doda,
Opposite Kumar Filling Station, Fazilka Road, Abohar, Sh. RajKumar Batra, Plot No. 29, Industrial Area Rania Road, Phase Ill, Sirsa, Sh. Amit Arora, 62, Basant Avenue,
Amritsar, Ms. Sanal Doda, H. No. 80, FF, Anand Vihar, Pitampura, New Delhi.

GETYOUR

CKYC NUMBER,

ITHELPS IN
OPENING ACCOUNT
AND RE-KYC

How 1t works:

« Banks capture and upload customers' KYC information
onto the Central KYC Records Registry (CKYCR)

* A 14-digit number is assigned to the customer

- Jaankaar Baniye,

Satark Rahiye!
8

* This 14-digit number can be used by other financial
Iinstitutions to retrieve the customer's existing KYC records
for opening an account and Re-KYC

To get your CKYC number:
Contact your Bank OR Give a missed call on 7799022129 OR Visit https://ckycindia.in

Issued in public interest by

: 2
RESERVE BANK OF INDIA

E For more information,
»  visit https://rbikehtahai.rbi.org.in/CKYCR

Official WhatsApp Nos.
99990 41935 / 99309 91935

www.rbi.org.in

2. | BRANCH: SAMB CHANDIGARH |All part and parcel of Industrial Plot measuring 4 Kanal 10.04.2018 RP: Rs. 29.00.000/-
M/s Golden Agarian Is:'tu_a(}id tatRSTaDd'n R°3329'3; Ndeffd""olg 2353%33'"d“5tg'°§’|Rs. 50,93,78,115.82 plus further 24/09/2026
Private Limited oD S S/ Harider 1 Sinch erd Rabir Snh S/ [erest& expenses wee.f. 01.04.2018| EMD: Rs. 2,90,000- | From
_ _ hbir Singh S/o Harinderjt Singh and Rajoir Singh S/o : ) 11.00 AM
M/s Golden Agarian Private HarinderjitSingh (Not Demarcated) atcontractual rate until paymentin full |~ ) "
Limited, through liquidator Sandeep |y oo yiginal Title Deeds are held with the CBI & bank wil 21.07.2019 e oo | 4.00PM
Chitkara, Sadiq Road, Faridkot| oo ~rona 'Meeecs arenieiduin e ankw Rs. 1,00,000/- :
Faridkot City, Punjab-151203, Sh. provide the same to purchaser through court of CBI SYMBOLIC POSSESSION

// wrea Fratersr smdm
R , ¥ Elaction Comeiasion of Indis
&

Malkiat Singh S/o Sh. Sarwan Singh R/o Sadiq Road, SantMohan Avenue, Faridkot 151203, Harshinder Kaur W/o Sh. Gurcharan Singh R/o Opposite K V School, Faridkot
151203, Smt. Ramandeep Kaur W/o Harpreet Singh Gill R/o Village Pindi Blocha Sadig, Faridkot 1512512, Sh. Sukhbir Singh @Sukhveer Singh@ Sukhveer Singh Samra
S/o Late Harinderjeet Singh C/o Samra Industries, Sadiq Road, Near Canal, Faridkot 151203, M/s Samra Ice & General Mills a prop firm situated at sadiq road, Faridkot
151203, Smt. Gagandeep Kaur D/o Late Harinderjeet Singh c/o SamraIndustries, SadiqRoad, Near Canal, Faridkot 151203, Smt. Bhupinder Kaur W/o Late Harinder jeet
Singh C/o Samra Industries, Sadiq Road, Near Canal, Faridkot 151203, Sh. Rajveer Singh@ Rajveer Singh Samra S/o Late Harinderjeet Singh C/o Samra Industries,
SadiqRoad, Near Canal, Faridkot 151203, Smt. Samanpreet Kaur W/o Sh. Jagijit Singh R/o Bhan Singh Colony, StreetNo. 3, Faridkot, 151203, M/s Everestrice Industries, a
prop firm situated at SadiqRoad, Faridkot, 151203 through its prop Sh. Malkiat Singh, Smt. Amanveer Kaur W/o Rushnil Singh Chahal H. No. 1564 Sector 36D, Chandigarh

CONTACT PERSON: SHRI SUBHRAJIT MISHRA, AUTHORISED OFFICER, SAMB CHANDIGARH, MOBILE: 9571988800

3. | BRANCH: SAMB CHANDIGARH |Equitable mortgage of Commercial building 16.04.2018

M/S JOGINDER PAL DODA  |admeasuring 986.66 Sq. Yards situated atPlotNo.|[Rs. 13,16,78,059.60 plus further
Mis Joginder Pal Doda, H. No. B-|996/13A (1996/3A), Street No. 15, Dashmesh [interest and costs w.e.f. 01.04.2018

R.P: Rs. 3,22,24,300/-
S 24109/2026
EMD: Rs. 32,22,430 | From

Doda, : 11.00 AM
vwvgﬂigﬁfoSzrgetAtt‘éfgrﬁigzﬁhsawgﬂ Nagar, Gill Road, Ludhiana Owned by Sh. Gagan [ong S;@ﬁeﬁﬁﬁ,efﬁﬂ?s R U=
Anand Kumar S/o Sh. Ved Parkash 2098 S/0 Sh. Shiv Lal Doda, vide RTD. No. 4879 17.09.2018 Rs. 1,00,000/- 4.00 PM
R/o Street No. 1, 3rd Crossing New|Dated 09.08.2010. SYMBOLIC POSSESSION

SurajNagari Abohar-152116, Sh. ShivLal Doda S/o Sh. Chhabeel Dass, Opp. Kumar Filling Station Fazilka Road, Abohar-152116, Sh. Gagan Doda S/o Sh. Shiv Lal Doda,
Opp. Kumar Filling Station Fazilka Road, Abohar-152116, Sh. Anil Kumar S/o Sh. Lal Chand, R/oH No. 730, 1B, Abohar-152116, Sh. AmitDoda S/o Sh. Nanak Chand Doda,
Opp. Kumar Filling Station Fazilka Road, Abohar-152116, Smt. Sunita Doda, Opp. Kumar Filling Station Fazilka Road, Abohar-152116, M/s Gagan Distillers & Beverages P vt
Ltd, 227, Dharan KunjApartment Sector 9, Rohini New Delhi-110085, Late Sh. Satya Pal through hisL.R’s Smt. Asha Rani & Sh. NeerajAroraR/oHNo. 107, Ward No. 25, Patel
Nagar, Abohar-152116, Smt. AshaRani W/o Sh. SatyaPalR/0107, WardNo. 25, Patel Nagar, Abohar-152116, Late Sh Satya Pal through his L.R’s Ms. Anupma StreetNo. 15,
near postoffice, Abohar 152116 Tehsil Abohar Distt. Fazilka.

CONTACT PERSON: SHRI NAND KISHORE BARNWAL, AUTHORISED OFFICER, SAMB CHANDIGARH, MOBILE: 9735244455

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE
1. The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions. The auction sale shall be
“online through e-auction” portal https://lbaanknet.com
2. Theintending Bidders/ Purchasers are requested to register on portal (https: //baanknet.com) using their email-id and mobile number. The process of e-KYC is to be done through
Digilocker. Once the e-KYC is done, the intending Bidders/Purchasers may transfer the EMD amount to their e-Wallet using online/challan mode before the e-Auction Date and time in
the portal. The registration, verification ofe-KYC, transfer of EMD in walletand linking of walletamount to Property mustbe completed well in advance, before auction.
3. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) amount as mentioned above shall be paid online/challan mode and will be credited in bidders e-Wallet. Bidders, not depositing the required EMD
online, will notbe allowed to participate in the e-auction. The EarnestMoneyDeposited shall notbear anyinterest.
4, Platform (https:/baanknet.com) for e-Auction will be provided by e Auction service provider M/s PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. having its Registered office at Unit 1, 3rd Floor, VIOS
Commercial Tower, Near Wadala Truck Terminal, Wadala East. Mumbai-400037 (Helpdesk Number +91 8291220220, Email Id: support.baanknet@psballiance.com). The
intending Bidders/ Purchasers are required to participate in the e-Auction process at e-Auction Service Provider’s website https://baanknet.com This Service Provider will also
provide online demonstration/training on e-Auction on the portal.
5. The Sale Notice containing the General Terms and Conditions of Sale is available /publishedin the following websites/ web page portal.
a. https://baanknet.com, b. www.pnbindia.in
6. Theintending participants of e-auction may download free of cost, copies of the Sale Notice, Terms & Conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part of e-Auction related to
this e-Auction from e-auction portal (https://baanknet.com).
7.Bidder’s e-Wallet should have sufficientbalance (>=EMD amount) at the time of bidding.
8. During the e-auction, bidders will be allowed to offer higher bid in inter-se bidding over and above the lastbid quoted and the increase in the bid amountmustbe ofincrementamount
mentioned. 10 minutes time will be allowed to bidders to quote successive higher bid andifno higher bid is offered by anybidder after the expiry of 10 minutes to the lasthighestbid, the
e-auction shall be closed.
9. Itis the responsibility ofintending Bidder(s) to properly read the Sale Notice, Terms & conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part of e-Auction and follow them strictly.
10. In case of any difficulty or need of assistance before or during e-Auction process, bidder may contact authorized representative of our e-Auction Service Provider M/s PSB Alliance
Pvt. Ltd. Details of which are available on the Baanknetportal.
11. After finalization of e-Auction by the Authorized Officer, only successful bidder will be informed by our above referred service provider through SMS/ email. (On mobile no/ email
address given by them/registered with the service provider).
12. The secured asset will not be sold below the reserve price. The secured asset will only be sold at a price higher than the reserve price fixed for the property with at least one
incremental Bid. The Bidder, at the time of commencement, shall give aminimum of one Bid increment at least greater than and over & above the reserve price fixed for the property.
The property will notbe sold and auction will notbe confirmed, in case failed to fetch the price higher than the reserve price
13. The successful bidder shall have to deposit 25% (twenty five percent) of the bid amount, less EMD amount deposited, on the same day or notlater than the next working day and the
remaining amount shall be paid within 15 days from the date of confirmation of sale through NEFT/RTGS/IMPS in account no. 834000317118A, IFSC Code: PUNB0834000,
PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK, SAM BRANCH, CHANDIGARH OR in the form of Banker's Cheque/ Demand Draftissued by a Scheduled Commercial Bank drawn in favor of “The
Authorized Officer, Punjab National Bank, A/c (SUNDRY NPA SARFE ASI AUCTION RELATED) Payable at Chandigarh . In case of failure to deposit the amounts as above within the
stipulated time, the amount deposited by successful bidder will be forfeited to the Bank and Authorized Officer shall have the liberty to conduct a fresh auction/ sale of the property & the
defaultingbidder shall nothave any claim over the forfeited amountand the property.
14. Payment of sale consideration by the successful bidder to the bank will be subject to TDS under Section 194-1 AofIncome TaxAct1961 and TDS is to be made by the successful
bidder only at the time of deposit of remaining 75 % of the bid amount/full deposit of BID amount.
15. The Authorised Officer reserves the right to accept any or reject all bids, if not found acceptable or to postpone/cancel/adjourn/discontinue or vary the terms of the auction atany
time withoutassigning any reason whatsoever and his decision in thisregard shall be final.
16. The sale certificate shall be issued in the favour of successful bidder on deposit of full bid amount as per the provisions of the act. No request for inclusion/substitution of names,
other than those mentionedin the bid, in the sale certificate will be entertained. The Sale Certificate will beissued onlyin the name of the successful bidder.
17. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE ISBASIS” and “AS IS WHAT ISBASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”.
18. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall
notbe answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation.
19. It shall be the responsibility of the bidders to inspect and satisfy themselves about the asset and specification before submitting the bid. The bidder inspects the property in
consultation with the dealing official as per the details provide.
20. All statutory dues/attendant charges/other dues including registration charges, stamp duty, taxes etc. shall have to be borne by the purchaser.
21. The Authorized Officer or the Bank shall not be responsible for any charge, lien, encumbrances, or any other dues to the Government or anyone else in respect of properties (E-
Auctioned) notknown to the bank. The Intending Bidder is advised to make their own independentinquiries regarding the encumbrances on the property including statutory liabilities,
arrears of property tax, electricity dues etc.
22. The bidder should ensure proper internet connectivity, power back-up etc. The Bank shall notbe liable for any disruption due to internet failure, power failure or technical reasons or
reasons/contingencies affecting the e-auctions.
23. Itis open to the Bank to appoint a representative and make self-bid and participate in the auction.

For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.com & www.pnbindia.in.
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Place: Chandigarh

AUTHORIZED OFFICER
PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK, SAMB, CHANDIGARH
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Chiel Construction Engincer
Raral Works Circle, Kataks

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER

NIB NO: ECD262TANINY
BID/UBN NO, - ECD262TGLOBODS 1S
COMMISSIONER
COLLEGE EDUCATION
RAJASTHAN, JAIPUR

OIFR-2500 250971262701 3

(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

KIADB invites tenders from reputed consultants/firms under two cover bid
system having an office at Bengaluru with vast experience and proven record of
similar nature of work for project mentioned below:-

Name of the Works: Providing Consultancy Services for Preparation of Detailed
Project Report (DPR) for the Formation of New Industrial Area Including
Economic Analysis, Surveying, Layout Plan Design, Preparation of Cost

DIPRAC/15490/2020

SHUBHAM HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FINANCE CO. LTD.

«
shubham

Gorporate Office ; 425, Udyog Vihar Phase IV, Guroaon-122015 (Haryana)
Ph.: 0124-4212530/31/32, E-Mail : customercarei@shubham.co Website : www.shubham.co

POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL CHANDIGARH (DRT-1)

2nd FLOOR, S.C.0. 33-34-35, SECTOR-17A, CHANDIGARH

Whereas the undersigned being the authorized officer of the Shubham Housing Developmeni Finance Company Case No.: 0A/2159/2019 Estimates, Cost Structure etc., for the Proposed Masthenahalli Industrial Area,
Limited (hereinatter called Shubham) under_ the S_e:urilisalinn and Reconstrucltion of Financial Assets and Sum_mons under Sub-Section (4) of section 19 of the ;_Act, read Phase-3, Chintamani Taluk & Chikkaball apura District {EKIE nt' 614 .98 EICTES-}
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13{12) read with rule 3 with Sub-rule (2A) of rule 5 of the Debt Recovery Tribunal The last dt dti f nt oftenderis - 17.09.2026 uoto 4.00
of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued demand notice calling upon borrowers ta repay the amount (Procedure) Rules, 1993.  Exh. No.: 35055 e _‘35 galeandtime ofreceipto _E” eris-11.u3. Lpto&.UU pm. _
wilhin 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. BANK OF INDIA Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the Karnataka Public
The borrowers having falled fo repay the amount, notice 15 hereby given to the borrowers and the public in general that the VS Procurement Portal httPEZHkF Pp-kar"ata ka-gu“in-
undersigned has taken possession of the property described hergin below in exercise of powers conferred on him under To, _ SHRI SURlNDER S_|NG|_'| ) Sd/-
Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement) Rules, 2002, (1) Shri Surinder Singh D/W/S/O- Shri Hira Singh, Resident of 19- Enai in Chief. KIADB. B |
The borrowears in parficular and the public in general 15 heréby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealing with A, Dalip Avenue, Loharka R_(_)ad_, Amrltsar_, Punjab. DIPR/CP/2533/5MCL/2026-27 ngineer in 1ef, , BEengaiuru
the property will be subject to the charge of Shubham Houzsmg Development Finance Company Limited for an .amouni (2) Gurmeet Kaur W/o Ranjit Singh, Resident of House No. 43/2,
' i s R ' i i il ' o G ; Ranjit Vihar, Gali No. 7, Loharka Road, Amritsar, Pun jab.
detailed below and inferest thereon. UMMONS
The borrower's altention is invited to provisions of sub section (8) of section 13 of the Acl, in respect of time available, WHEREAS, OA/2159/2019 was listed before Hon’ble Presiding I ———— “ indian Bank _ Branch : Khant _
to redeem the secured assets. Details are as below: Officer/Registrar on 07/07/2026. Chandigarh Ludhiana Highway, Tehsil Khamano,
E Hoonn SN Demand Hulice > 1 Mination WHEREAS this Hon’ble Tribunal is pleased to issue summons/notice FATHTE ALLAMARAD Distt. Fatehgarh Sahib,140101
: n No./Borrower(s) Nama ecured Assel the said Application under section 19(4) of the Act, (OA) filed
No. Dale & Amount Date on P : 3
v e I . against you for recovery of debts of Rs. 34,15,100/- (application [RUI? 8(1)] P.OSSESSION NOTICE (For Imrr!ovable Property) e
1 | Loan No. 15-05-2026 | Property situated at Seona {after Drain) (Hadbast No. 24), along with copies of documents etc. annexed) Whereas the undersigned being the authorized officer of the Indian Bank under the Securitization and
OPATZ202000005043831, & comprised in Khewat No. 280, Khatoni No. 753, Khasra| 29.08.2076 In ac?cordan C% with sub-section ( 45 of section 19 of the Act you, the Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of powers
CHAND GULAB, ¥ 556,130/~ |MNos. 1322(6-5), 1326(5-0), 2606/1327(6-18), Teh & defendants are directed as under :- ’ ’ conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a
SARVAN GULAB Distt. Patiala, Punjab 147001 / Area- 96 5q Yds (i) to show cause within thirty days of the service of summons as to| |demand notice to the borrowers and guarantors on dates mentioned against them claiming upon torepay the
o | Loan Nao. 15-05-2026 |Khevat No. 172, Khatoni No. 172, Khasra No. 2(/17/1(5- why reliefprayed for should notbe granted; amount(s) mentioned i.n the respective demand notice witr_1in (_)‘O days of tk_]e date of said notices.
OMOH2011000005031444, X 11} Kita 1 Rakba 5 Marla 11 Marle Da 6/111 Hissa Bakdar | 2g.08.2026 (i) to disclose particulars of properties or assets other than properties The Borrowers havmg 'fa|led to repay the amoupt, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers/ mortgagprs /
SATBIR SINGH, % 8.76.866/- 0 I:{afnal § Marle Da Khevat Mo, 182, Dhatoni No. 187 and assets specified by the applicant under serial number 3A of the guarantors and the publicin general that the undersigned has taken Possession of the property/ies described
KAMALJIT KAUR, A8, Khasta No. 2/17/2(2-9) Kita 1 Rakba 2 Kanal 9 Marle Da original application; herein belowin exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13(4) of the said Actread with Rule 8 ofthe
PARAMJIT SINGH 99/441 Hlslsal Elail-u:laf 0 l':a;ml 5 Marle 4 Sarsai Kl H:;kha (iii) you are restrained from dealing with or disposing of secured saidrule on the date mentioned below.
0 Kanal 8 Marle 4' Sarsal 252 Barag Ga: Vaka Rakha assets or such other assets and properties disclosed under serial The Borrowers/ mortgagors / guarantors in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to
Village: Balono Hadbasat Mo 26 Tehsll ate Distt. SAS number 3Aofthe original application, pending hearing and disposal of |  |deal with the property/ies and any dealings with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of the Indian
Nagar Mohali. Puriab - 140010 et the application for attachment of properties; . _ Bank, KhantBranch, for the amounthere in belowand interest & other expenses thereon.
sl A — (iv) you shall not transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise, exceptin| |The borrower(s) attention is invited to provisions of Sub-Section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of
q | Loan No. 12-06-2026 |Property sitwated at Guru Teg Bhadur Nagas, Khafa the ordinary course of his business any of the assets over which time available, to redeem the secured asset(s).
OLUDZ408000005089744, E Number 432/442, 433/443, 434/444, 435/445, 436/446. | 29.08-7026 security interest is created and/or other assets and properties
LAXMAN. 7 15,02.470/- |B04/613, Khasca No. 26/20/2, 2211, 29111, 172, spec_:iﬂe_d or disclosed _under serial numt_)er 3A of the original Name of the Details of Charged/ Date and Amount of Date of
PREM LATA, 21, 922 10, 26421 Jamabandl Years 2008-2004, application without the prior approval of the Tribunal; . Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) Mortgaged Propertyfies Demand Notice Possession
AMAN Village Glaspura, Hadbast Mo. 261, Tehsll & District (V) you shall be liable to account for the sale proceedsrealised by sale 1. Sh. Jagdeep Singh S/0 S.|All that part and parcel of plot No. 81, 1311 2025 29.08.2026
Ludhiana Punjab 141014/ Area- 75 Sq.Yds of secured assets or other assets and properties in the ordinary Tog. . . . Rs. 8,70,539/- (Rupess Eight Lakh
= — e course of business and deposit such sale proceeds in the account Jarnail Singh (Borrower/lland measuring 10 Biswa compnsgd S : ,t 'Izh dF'p H dg d Thirt
4 | Loan Na. 12-06-2026 | Plot Ne. 25 Min Khasra No. 701-709, 723, 724, 725Min, maintained with the bank or financial institutions holding security I\Sn_ortﬁagfr)éhz. Sh: R"‘,:"g.eef] as1/3rd sharein total land of 1B-10B in Ngvenoyl ousan 12'\1/? 2325re |rty
OAMT2208000005051061, & Jamaband| Khasra No. 701-707, Khatoni No. 4621005 | 59.gg-2025||  |interestover such assets. Ingh S/o Sh. Rajmat Singh|Khata No. 406/605, Khasra No. |Nine Only) as on 12.11.2025 amounts
B A ! : : . , . (Guarantor). 1615/1541/1030/546, Situated at|to together with further interest at
PRABHJEET KAUR, 7 10.18.220/- | Wakia Rakba Tungbala Sub Urban Abadi Mohkampura You are also directed to file the written statement with a copy thereof Mand Gobindaarh_Tehsi Mandi Gobindaarh and Di t t Fatehaarh |agreed rate from 13.11.2025 & other
GURSEVAK SINGH Tehsil and Disfrict &mritsar, Punjab - 143001 / Area- 88 furnished to the applicant and to appear before Registrar on andi \bobindgarh, 1€nsil viandi Lsobindgarn and LIStrict Fatehgar charaes thereon T
Sa.Yds 05.10.2026 at 10:30 A.M. failing which the application shall be heard | [Sahib. Punjab as per Jamabandi for the year 1997-1998 registered [S1ar9 ' .
bl and decided in vour absence vide sale deed/Vasika No. 253 dated 29/04/2004 Jayad Bahi No. 1, Jilad No. 245, Safa No. 3 with Joint sub-
Place * Gurugram Authorised Officer . y : . . . registrar Mandi Gobindgarh belonging to Sh. Jagdeep Singh S/o Sh. S. Jarnail Singh. Boundaries as per sale
g Given under my hand and the seal of this Tribunal on this dated : .
Date - 01.09.2026 Shubham Housing Development Finance Company Limited 10.07.2026. deed: East: Cheema Petrol Pump, West: Pepsi Steel Godown, North: GT Road, South: H/o Jagdeep Singh.
Date : 01.09.2026 Place : Khant Authorised Officer
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4. [Dase Y (05092020 w 11.30AM  [(14.09.2026 at | 1.30AM NOTICE is hereby given that in compliance with the applicable circulars issued

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT ; www haryanaeprocurement gov.in or www stonders.hry.nic.in

No 48814/HRY s by Ministry of Corporate Affzirs (MCA} and the Securities and Exchange Board of

Bl India (SEBI) the 15" Annual Ganeral Meeting of Urban Envira Waste Managemant
Limited is scheduled to be held on Friday, 257 September, 2026 at 11.30 a.m. at the
registered office of the company situated at 26, Matey Square, Near BPCL Petrol
Pump, Gopal Magar Road, Nagpur- 440022, Maharashira, India {through Physical
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Niid e PRYT HIF

ua HAME O T — R ey [l ¥ o WERSITY O THE BOARD MEBELAL OFFICER C T ACT mede) to transact the businesses mentioned in the notice sent to the shareholders,

e etk SR crise) | mueees e e In compliance with the MCA Circulars and SEBI Circulars, Notice of the 15"

' NERCES COMMIVKICARING OF ALITIMATEL! PERIMETER ON 3 YEARS AATE 1 o . i i wainiianidl AGM along with the Annual Report 2025-26 has been sent only through electronic

e i g 1 o e e . T ——_— mode {by e-maill on Tuesday, 01" September, 2026 to those Members whose

RN T AT ™ KT T T TS T ot LA T R TR T amail addresses are registered with the Company/ Depositaries. Members may

A~ FERTERARRINS 7 KTREAR REVIVNIEIPE (5 3 WA STy criarts I N— e note that the AGM Notice and Annual Repart 2025-26 is available on the

LIMITED —— B — T TT— Company's website https://urbanenviroltd.com/ . The Notice can slse be

v RREEAL ~ | i PR TR v S TR a1 . DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL CHANDIGARH (DRT—3) accessed from the websites of the Stock Exchange i.e, National Stock Exchange of

: SERVICES A [SEIONIPG OF CINECT OV THAL MOSCONE 08 2 TEARS BATE ¥ o8 e A IR T moarealy GROUND FLOOR, S.C.0. 33-34-35, SECTOR 17-A, CHANDIGARH-160017 India Limited at www.nseindia.com and website of NSDL (agency for providing
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1 : . . ase h 0.. b . In terms of Section 108 and other applicable provisions of the Act, read with

| FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KIMDLY ViSAT : www.haryanseprocursment.govin or www.idendarshry.nic in No ASSHIMRY Summons under sub-section (4) of section 19 of the Act, read with| | .10 70 of the Companies (Management and Administration] Rules, 2014, as

sub-rule (2A) of rule 5 of the Debt Recovery Tribunal (Procedure)| | amended, and Regulation 44 of the SEBI (LODR), the Company is providing to all its

Rules, 1993. E . members, the facility to exercise their vote by electronic means {e-voting) on the
’ xh. No.: 33567 ers, Y v J g
T HDFC BEANK LIMITED oIl K e N e A,

L HDFc BAH K BRANCH :HDFC Bank, First Floor of M.C. No. B-35-922-K, Sundar Nagar, Near MBD Mall, Ferozepur Road VS Thi Bnard ias ApRoimiad VL KUﬂﬂlIDuﬂH, F'rat:t!s-._ng Eﬂ'mpﬂn? Secestary -I:EDF
L Ludhiana-141012, Tel: :0161-5144444,CIN L65920MH1994PL.C080618 Website: www.hdfcbank.com To, GURMAIL KAUR AND OTHERS MNo. 10188 FCS No.BE31), as the scrutiniser to scrutinise the e-voting process inthe

fairand transparent manner
AllMembers are hereby informed that:

POSSESSION NOTICE (1) Smt. Gurmail Kaur W/o Sh. Gurcharan Singh, R/o H. No. 328,

Name of Borrower(s)

1 |MR. JASVIR SINGH S/O ATAMA
SINGH (BORROWER), MR.
VARINDER SINGH S/O JASVIR
SINGH (CO-BORROWER),
BALDEV SINGH S/O MUKAND

Outstanding
Dues

Rs. 4,86,734/-
(Rupees Four
Lakhs Eighty-Six
Thousand Seven

Whereas the Authorised Officer of HDFC Bank Limited (erstwhile HDFC Limited having amalgamated with HDFC Bank Limited by virtue of a Scheme of
Amalgamation approved by Hon’ble NCLT-Mumbai vide order dated 17th March 2023) (HDFC), under the Securitisation And Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (“said Act”) and in exercise of powers conferred under Section13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Notices under Section 13 (2) of the said Act, calling upon the following borrower(s) /Legal Heir(s) and Legal
Representative(s) to pay the amounts mentioned against their respective names together with interest thereon at the applicable rates as mentioned in the said

notices, within 60 days from the date of the said Notice/s, incidental expenses, costs, charges etc till the date of paymentand /or realisation.

Date of
Demand
Notice

18.05.2026 31.08.2026

thereon both present and future property House Measuring 1 Kanal or
605 Sq Yards approx, Situated at Village- Nahal, Tehsil & District-Moga

Date of Description of Immovable
Possession |Property (ies) /Secured
Asset(s)

“Plot of land and Construction

SINGH S/O JASVIR SINGH (CO- BORROWER) R/O 6 SIKH LI, C/O 56 APO, U.P-912306, AND BALDEV SINGH S/O MUKAND
SINGH (GUARANTOR)M/S GLOBAL SECURITY SERVICE, NEARBUS STAND, OPP. CHAKKI WALI GALI, MOGA-142001

the mortgage of HDFC Bank Ltd.

secured asset/s.

Place : LUDHIANA
Date : 02.09.2026

*with furtherinterest as applicable, incidental expenses, costs, charges etcincurred till the date of paymentand / or realisation.

However, since the borrower/s mentioned hereinabove have failed to repay the amounts due, notice is hereby given to the borrower/s
mentioned hereinabove in particular and to the publicin general that the Authorised Officer of HDFC has taken SYMBOLIC POSSESSION
oftheimmovable property/ secured asset described herein above atin exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13 (4) of the said
Actread with Rule 8 of the said Rules on the dates mentioned above.

The borrower(s) mentioned hereinabove in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the aforesaid
Immovable Property(ies) / Secured Asset(s) and any dealings with the said Immovable Property (ies) / Secured Asset(s) will be subject to

Borrower(s) attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available to redeem the

Copies of the Panchnama drawn are available with the undersigned, and the said Borrower(s) are requested to collect the respective copy
from the undersigned on any working day during normal office hours.

For HDFC Bank Ltd.
Sd/-
Authorised Officer

Regd. Office: HDFC Bank House, Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower Parel (West), Mumbai - 400013

VPO Talwandi Mallian, Tehsil And District Moga.

( 2) Sh. Shaminder Singh S/o Sh. Gurcharan Singh, R/o H. No.
328, VPO Talwandi Mallian, Tehsil And District Moga.

(3 ) Sh. Pargat Singh Son of Sh. Karan Singh, R/o VPO Talwandi

Mallian, DistrictMoga.
SUMMONS

WHEREAS, OA/387/2024 was listed before Hon'ble Presiding
Officer/Registrar on 20.08.2026.

WHEREAS this Hon'ble Tribunal is pleased to issue summons/ notice
on the said Application under section 19(4) of the Act, (OA) filed against
you forrecovery of debts ofRs. 29,79,408/-.

In accordance with sub-section (4) of section 19 of the Act, you, the
defendants are directed asunder :-

() To show cause within thirty days of the service of summons as to why

Hundred Thirty- registered in favour of Jasvir Singh S/O Atma Singh as per Sale Deed reliefprayed for should notbe granted.  [he . _ : M
SINGH (GUARANTOR) ALL R/O Four Only) dated 25-11- 2002 Wasika No. 4759. The said property is bounded as (ii) To disclose particulars of properties or assets other than properties| | 2-voting shall be able to exercise their right at the meeting threugh ballot /pelling
VILLAGE- NAHAL KHOTE, PO- d y under: East Lakvir Singh West: Road North: Joginder Singh- Harnam and assets specified by the applicant under serial number 3A of the| | P#per ;
TAREWALA, TEHSIL & DISTRICT- ues as on Sinah South: Darshan Sinah & Bachittar Singh original application . 4. Thie manner of e-voting by members holding shares in dematerialized mode,
MOGA-142001 And MR. VARINDER 30.04.2026* Ingh South: Darshan oing achittar sing (iii) You are restrained from dealing with or disposing of secured assets physical mode and for members wha have not registared their email addresses is

or such other assets and properties disclosed under serial number 3A of
the original application, pending hearing and disposal of the application
for attachment of properties.

(iv)You shall not transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise, exceptin the
ordinary course of his business any of the assets over which security
interest is created and/or other assets and properties specified or
disclosed under serial number 3A of the original application without the
prior approval of the Tribunal.

(v) You shall be liable to account for the sale proceeds realised by sale of
secured assets or other assets and properties in the ordinary course of
business and deposit such sale proceeds in the account maintained
with the bank or financial institutions holding security interest over such
assets.

You are also directed to file the written statement with a copy thereof
furnished to the applicant and to appear before Registrar on 05.10.2026
at10:30 A.M. failing which the application shall be heard and decided in
your absence.

Given under my hand and the seal of this tribunal on this date
25.08.2026.

1. The E-voting on the résolutions to be passed at the said meeting shafl begin on
Monday, 21° September, 2026 at 9.00 a.m. (I1ST) and end on Thursday, 24
Saptember, 2026 at 5.00 p.m. (I8T). During this period, a persan whose name is
recorded in the register of members or in the register of beneficial owners
maintained by the depogitories as an the cul-off date {i.e, Frday, 18 Septamber,
2026) only shall be entitled to avail the facility of remote e-voting as well as voting
at the AGM through ballot fpolling paper. The remote e- voting module will be
disabled thereafter by NSDL. Once the vote on resolution is cast by a membear, no
change will be allowed subsequently, The detailed procedurafinstruction far the
process of remote e-voting has been specified inthe notice.

2. A member may participate in the general meating even after exercising s
woting right through remote e- voting, but shall not be allowed to vote again at the
meeting.

3. Thefacility for vating thraugh ballot/polling paper shall be made available at the
AGM. The members attending the meeting who have not cast their vote by remote

provided in the Matice of the AGM

5. Any person, whao acquires shares of the Company and become member of the
Company after dispatch of the netice and holding shares as of the cut-off date {1Le.,
Friday, 18 September, Z026), may obtain the login 10 and password by sending &
request at evoling@nsdl.co.in or Company/ RTA. & person who is nota member
as on the cut-off date should treat this Motice of AGM for information purpase only.
B. In case of any guenes, you may refer the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
and a-voting user manual for Shareholders available at the downlead section of
www.evoting.nsdl.com or call on 022 - 48867000 or send 2 requast to Pallaw
Mhatre at evoting @nsdl.co.in,

Incase shares are held in demat form-Register/update the details in your demat
account as per process advised by vour Depasitory Participant. Members are
reguested to carefully read the detailed instructions set out in the Motice of AGM,
indicating the manner of casting vote through remate e-veting befere the AGM.

UERN ENVIRD WHETE MAENATEMEBENT LIMITED
1
Sheaddia Kk ami
| CinEn iy 5 ECTOEN |

Place: Magor
Dade: 07 08,2026
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MONSOON SESSION OF ASSEMBLY

15-day deadline, deemed approval:
House passes Right to Business Bill

Bill to ease process of setting up and
expansion of manufacturing MSMEs

Express News Service
Chandigarh, September 1

THE ASSEMBLY Tuesday
passed the Haryana Right to
Business Bill, 2026, taking a
step towards easing the pro-
cess of setting up and expan-
ding manufacturing MSMEs.

The legislation provides
for deemed approval if auth-
orities fail to act within 15
working days and allows eli-
gible enterprises a 36-month
window during which routine
inspections and coercive ac-
tion will largely be restricted.

It effectively shifts the
focus from an approval-first
system to time-bound, trust-
based facilitation, while re-
taining safeguards for public
safety and legal compliance.

Apart from this, on the
concluding day of the brief
Monsoon session, the Assem-
bly also passed 10 other key
bills, including the one to es-
tablish a State Commission
for Minorities. Under the Ha-
ryana Right to Business Bill,
2026, new manufacturing
Micro, Small and Medium En-
terprises (MSMEs), as well as
existing manufacturing
MSMEs undertaking expan-
sion, will be eligible to apply
for and obtain a Certificate of
In-Principle Approval (CIPA).
The CIPA will facilitate the
setting up or expansion of en-
terprises while the process of
obtaining regular approvalsis
completed.

The District Nodal Agency,
headed by the concerned
Deputy Commissioner, will be
required to issue the CIPA
within 15 working days. If no
decision is taken within the
stipulated period, the applica-
tion will be deemed approved,
ensuring atime-bound mech-
anism for eligible enterprises.

During this period, enter-
prises will still be required to
obtain all requisite regular ap-
provals. The legislation does
not waive or replace these ap-
provals; instead, it provides
eligible enterprises with a 36-
month window to secure
them while allowing them to
proceed with setting up or ex-
panding their units.

During the validity of the
CIPA, routine inspections and
coercive measures will re-
main restricted. The legisla-
tion currently provides pro-
tection from inspections by
six departments during this
period, while the Punjab gov-
ernment may consider bring-

338 bizmen
among 396
persons given
security, govt
tells Assembly

Press Trust of India
Chandigarh, September 1

THE HARYANA government
has provided security to 396
persons, including 338 busi-
nessmen, due to threats from
gangsters, the Haryana Assem-
bly was informed on Tuesday.

Ofthe 396 persons, security
to 366 has been provided at
government expense, and se-
curity to 20 persons has been
provided on a payment basis.
The security provided tothere-
maining 10 is partly at govern-
ment expense and partly on a
payment basis, the Assembly
was informed in a written reply
to a question raised by Con-
gress MLA Pooja.

She sought to know the de-
tails of the businessmen, public
representatives and officers
who were provided security by
the government due to threats
from gangsters between Janu-
ary1,2025 and July 31, 2026.

She also sought to know the
district-wise details together
with the names and designa-
tions of such persons to whom
the security hasbeen provided,
the number of security person-
nel provided to each such per-
son and whether the said secur-
itywas provided at government
expense or on a payment basis
by the beneficiary.

The government replied
that out of 396 persons pro-
vided security, 338 are busi-
nessmen, 25 public represen-
tatives and 33 belong to other
categories.

ing additional departments
within its ambit in the future.

The 36-month CIPA period
will also function as a mora-
torium on routine regulatory
action, but with safeguards
built into the framework. In-
spections may be carried out
inresponse to complaints and
in cases involving land-use vi-
olations, unauthorised con-
struction, public safety, struc-
tural integrity or fire-safety
concerns, subject to a recom-
mendation from the head of
the concerned department.

Meanwhile, Congress MLA
Aditya Surjewala demanded
in the Assembly a robust sup-
port system and greater pro-
tection for workers employed
in MSMEs. “Workers operate
in difficult conditions and
should receive the same sup-
port and protection from the
government as entrepre-
neurs,” he said.

Haryana State
Commission for
Minorities Bill, 2026

The Haryana State Com-
mission for Minorities Bill,
2026 has been passed for con-
stituting a Commission for
Minorities in the State of Ha-
ryana for the purpose of pro-
tecting the interests and safe-
guards of minorities, making
recommendations regarding
the additional social, econ-
omic, educational and cul-
tural requirements of relig-
ious and linguistic minorities,
preserving secular traditions
and promoting national inte-
gration, and for matters con-
nected therewith or inciden-
tal thereto.

The commission will pro-
vide an institutional mechan-
ism at the state level, so that
the safeguards provided
under the Constitution and
laws for the protection of mi-
norities can be evaluated and
recommendations can be
made for the effective imple-
mentation of such safeguards
and laws in Haryana.

The commission having
statutory status will create
confidence among minority
communities regarding its
functioning and effective-
ness. This will give greater im-
portance to the recommenda-
tions of the commission
before the state government,
departments, boards, corpor-
ations, local authorities and
other organisations con-
cerned with the welfare and

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini and Leader of Opposition Bhupinder Singh Hooda on the concluding day of the Monsoon Session
of the Haryana Assembly, in Chandigarh, Tuesday. kKaMLESHWAR SINGH

development of minorities.

The commission will
evaluate the progress of the
development of minorities in
the state, monitor the imple-
mentation of safeguards pro-
vided under the Constitution
and laws for the protection of
the interests of minorities,
and inquire into specific com-
plaints regarding deprivation
of the rights and safeguards of
minorities.

The commission will also
undertake studies, research
and analysis on matters relat-
ing to the socio-economic and
educational development of
minorities and make recom-
mendations regarding the ef-
fective implementation of
safeguards and appropriate
measures to be adopted by the
state government.

Other Bills passed

Among other bills which
were passed included the Ha-
ryana Local Audit Bill, 2026,
the Haryana Private Univer-
sities (Amendment) Bill, 2026,
the Haryana Panchayati Raj
(Amendment) Bill, 2026 and
the Haryana State Council for
Physiotherapy (Repeal) Bill.

The Haryana Local Audit
Bill, 2026, provides for an ef-
fective and efficient audit sys-
tem for all local authorities
and other authorities, bodies
or institutions and local
funds.

According to the Bill, in
view of the Acts/rules govern-
ing the local audit depart-
ments of other states in India
and the similar functioning of
the Local Audit Department,
Haryana, there is also a need
to prepare an Act for the de-
partment so as to provide a
strong statutory framework.

Breaking rules in name of protest
not appropriate, Saini slams Cong

ENS & PTI
Chandigarh, September 1

HARYANA CHIEF Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on Tuesday
slammed the Congress, saying
breaking rules in the name of
protest is not appropriate
under any circumstances.

Saini said the role of the op-
positionis extremely important
in a democracy, but rights are
accompanied by decorum and
responsibility.

Breaking rules in the name
of protest or manhandling se-
curity personnel is not appro-
priate under any circum-
stances. It is not appropriate to
take out one's political anger on
any employee, Saini said,
speaking to reporters on the
sidelines at the conclusion of
the Monsoon session of Ha-
ryana Assembly.

Earlier on Thursday, on the
opening day of the Monsoon
session of the state Assembly,
Haryana Congress MLAS, who
wore black attire and were led
by Congress Legislature Party
leader Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, took out a short protest
march from the high court
roundabout to the Vidhan
Sabha. They walked on foot,
carrying placards raising sev-
eralissues. The Congress MLAS
were stopped by security per-
sonnel near the Vidhan Sabha
entry gate.

The MLAs were told they
would not be allowed inside
the House premises until they
ended the march and dis-
carded the placards.

Leader of Opposition Bhupinder Singh Hooda and other Congress workers protest the FIR registered
against party leader Rahul Gandhi outside Haryana Congress Bhawan in Chandigarh, Tuesday. express

Haryana to bring Service Security
Act 2026 for university guest faculty

Express News Service
Chandigarh, September 1

HARYANA EDUCATION Min-
ister Mahipal Dhanda Tuesday
announced that the govern-
ment will bring a ‘New Service
Security Act 2026’ to providejob
security to eligible guest faculty
working in universities across
the state, on the lines of the ser-
vice security provided tocollege
faculty. The announcement fol-
lows recommendations of a
high-level committee consti-
tuted with the approval of the
state governmentto examineis-
sues raised by the Haryana Uni-
versity Contractual Teacher As-
sociation and the Haryana
University Part-Time Teacher
Association.

The committee, headed by
the Vice-Chancellor of Maharshi
Dayanand University (MDU),
Rohtak, recommended extend-

ing service security to eligible
university guest faculty after de-
tailed deliberations.

Dhanda informed the As-
sembly that the Service Security
Act 2024 has already been im-
plemented for college em-
ployeesinthestate, underwhich
2,095 employees have benefited
from job security. The proposed
2026 Act will extend a similar
framework to eligible teachers
working in universities.

Under the proposed frame-
work, teachers will have to meet
six key conditions to qualify for
service security. They must have
fulfilled all essential eligibility
conditions prescribed for the
post of Assistant Professor by
June 30, 2023, and must have
completed at least five years of
continuous service by August
15,2024, while continuing to be
inservice. Theteacher must also
havebeenbelow 60 years of age

as on August 15, 2024. In addi-
tion, they must have under-
taken at least 16 hours of teach-
ingwork per month duringeach
relevant period between the
2019-20 and 2023-24 academic
sessions and must currently be
undertaking at least 16 hours of
teaching work per week.

Another key requirement is
that the teacher must have
been appointed through a
transparent process involving
a proper newspaper advertise-
ment and a duly constituted
Selection Committee.

Dhanda said the state gov-
ernment was committed to
strengthening the higher educa-
tion system and protecting the
interests of teachers. He said the
proposed Act would provide
greater stability and secure the
future of eligible guest faculty
who have been serving in uni-
versities for several years.

However, the Congress al-
leged mistreatment and man-
handling by the security per-
sonnel outside the Assembly
complex on August 27.

Chief Minister Saini said
that the Vidhan Sabha has its
own dignity, traditions and se-
curity-related rules.

If entry into the Vidhan
Sabha building with placards
carrying slogans is not per-
mitted under a particular ar-
rangement, it is the responsi-
bility of every member to
follow that arrangement. Being
an MLA does not mean that a
person is above the rules and
law, Saini said.

The chief minister said that
he was also surprised to learn
that some Congress MLAS took
the protest to the extent of
"manhandling" security per-
sonnel at the entrance of the
Vidhan Sabha and added that
Leader of the Opposition (LoP)
Bhupinder Singh Hooda was
also involved in this incident.

He said that Hooda is a
former chief minister of the
state, hasbeen in publiclife for
a long time and is currently
performing the responsibility
of LoP.Itis natural to expect re-
straintand decorum from such
asenior leader, he said.

Saini said that every police-
man deployed at the Assembly
gate is performing his duty.
Just as an Assembly member
has his own dignity, a police-
man on duty is also entitled to
respect.

He urged the Congress
leadership to introspect over

the entire incident and said
thatif any policeman or secur-
ity personnel was treated im-
properly, expressing regret for
it does not diminish the stature
of any leader; rather, it en-
hancesit.

Saini alleged that the Con-
gress tarnished the dignity of
the Assembly not only at the
gate but also inside the House.

Referring to a poster dis-
played in the House on August
27 by a Sikh-Dalit MLA Jarnail
Singh, he said that "it soughtan
apology from those who por-
trayed the accused in the 1984
riots as role models".

Saini said that displaying
such a poster, and thereafter
the poster being snatched by a
Congress MLA "at the behest"
of the LoP and thrown into the
House in a derogatory manner
was extremely unfortunate.

Suspended Haryana Con-
gress MLA Jarnail Singh had
on Thursday flashed a posterin
the Assembly demanding that
those who consider the "mur-
derers of Sikhs in 1984" as role
models should apologise.

The Ratia legislator had
later told reporters that
his party MLA Induraj Narwal
snatched the poster from
his hand in the House and
took it away.

Earlier this year, the Con-
gress in Haryana had sus-
pended five of its MLAS, in-
cludingJarnail Singh, from the
party's primary membership
for allegedly cross-voting dur-
ing Rajya Sabha elections in
March.

Congress MLA Geeta Bhukkal during the Monsoon Session of the
Assembly, Tuesday. KAMLESHWAR SINGH

Congraises sanitation
workers’ protestin
Assembly, seeks
resolution of demands

ENS & PTI
Chandigarh, September 1

OPPOSITION CONGRESS
MLAs on Tuesday raised the
issue of the ongoing strike by
sanitation workers in Haryana
in the state assembly, demand-
ingthat the government accept
their demands and resolve the
issue. The sanitation workers
have been on strike for nearly a
month, with regularisation
being their main demand.

Several Congress MLAS
launched a sharp attack on the
government over theissue, say-
ing heaps of garbage had ac-
cumulated at many places and
people were facing inconven-
ience. They raised the matter to-
wards the end of the Question
Hour and later during the Zero
Hour. Sharp exchanges were
witnessed between the opposi-
tion legislators and treasury
benches on the subject, with the
government telling the Con-
gressnot to "politicise" theissue.

Congress MLA Ashok Arora
supported the workers' regular-
isation demand, while MLA
Geeta Bhukkal said the sanita-
tion workers have faced police
action at many places and
claimed that some women
workers were even "pulled with
their hair". INLD MLA Aditya
Devi Lal accused the BJP gov-
ernment in the state of subject-
ingthe sanitation workersto "in-
justice and oppression". He said
if the political will exists, a law
canbe enacted toregularise the
sanitation workers.

Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini, however, informed the as-
sembly that the state govern-
mentwas continuously working
toresolve theissuesconcerning
Safai Karamcharis and had al-
ready accepted 12 of their de-
mands. He said some matters
presently under consideration
ofthe courts cannot beresolved
immediately at the government
level, and appropriate action

will be taken in accordance with
the directions issued by the
courts. Saini said Revenue and
Disaster Management Minister
Vipul Goel had already made a
detailed statement in the House
on theissue, apprising both the
Opposition and the people of
the state of the entire situation.

The chief minister said such
issues have arisen in the past as
well and were also "prevalent
during the Congress regime".
"Unlike then, rather than turn-
ing away from these concerns,
the present government is con-
tinuously working towards find-
ingsolutions," he said.

Minister Krishen Kumar
Bedi hit out at the Congress,
claiming they don't have any
sympathy with the sanitation
workers but were only trying to
politicise the issue and spoil the
atmosphere. Earlier, the opposi-
tion MLAS took exception to a
detailed statement made by
Minister Vipul Goel, flagging
that their adjournment motion
regarding the sanitation
workers' strike had not been
taken up. The chair later told the
opposition that their motion
had been rejected, following
which Congress MLAS raised
slogans in the House and said
the demands of sanitation
workers should be fulfilled.

Countering them, Bedi said
that under the erstwhile Con-
gress governmentin the state, a
policy for regularisation after 10
years of service had been intro-
duced. "But they are expecting
the present government to regu-
larise workers just after two
years," he said. However, he
said, the government was con-
cerned and tryingto resolve the
issue at the earliest. Recently, a
meeting between represen-
tatives of the sanitation workers
and the state government was
held in Kurukshetra, but it re-
mained inconclusive. Bedi had
represented the government
during the meeting.
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The Andhra Pradesh Mineral Development

Corporation Limited
Door No. 294/1D, 100 feet Road (Tadigadapa to Enikepadu Road),

Kanuru, Vijayawada-521137, Andhra Pradesh, India
Tel: +91-866-2429999 Fax: +91-866-2429977 Email: contracts-ho@apmdc.in

E-TENDER
Selection of Agency for Operation & Maintenance of the Water
Treatment Plant and Water Distribution System at APMDC, R&R
Colony, Madhya Pradesh

APMDC invites tenders from reputed contractors for Selection of Agency for
Operation & Maintenance of the Water Treatment Plant and Water
Distribution System at APMDC, R&R Colony, Madhya Pradesh. For more
information on the eligibility criteria, lender fees. timelines and other details, please
visit websile of A.P E-Procurement Porlal (www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in)
and APMDC website (www.apmdc.ap.gov.in). The tender document will be
available for download from 02.09.2026 onwards.

Place: Vijayawada
Date: 02nd September 2026

R.O. No. 5386PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22 Dt.: 01/09/2026

Sd/-
Managing Director
The A. P. Mineral Development
Corporation Limited

Advertisement No. 91/2026
Government of India
Public Emterprises Selection Board inviles applications for the post of

Director (Finance)

Bridge and Roof Company
(India) Limited
Lost date of submission of onling application
by applicanis 15 by 15:04) hours on
Last date of forwarding of applications by the
Modal Dfficers on online svstem of PESH iz by
1 7:00 hours on
015t October, 2026,
For details login to website
https://pesh.gov.in
Link for registration of nodal officers/compotent
pirthixrities is available on PESH website.
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%j Bank of Baroda

REGIONAL OFFICE : S.C.0. 19,
2nd Floor, D-Block, Ranjit Avenue, Amritsar.
E-mail : recovery.amritsar@bankofbaroda.com

SALE NOTICE FOR MOVABLE & IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES “APPENDIX-II-A/IV-A [SEE PROVISO TO RULE 6(2) & 8(6)]

E-AUCTION
SALE NOTICE

Name & Address of
Branch / NPA Account

KATRA BRANCH
(1) (i) Mr. Khajur Singh S/o
Dhani Ram R/o Village
Latori, Katra, Near Water
Tank Latori Katra, Reasi
J&K 182301 (Borrower)
(ii) Neelam Devi W/o Mr.
Khajur Singh R/o Village
Latori, Katra, Near Water
Tank, Latori Katra, Reasi
J&K 182301 (Guarantor)

KACCHI CHAWANI,

BRANCH, JAMMU

(2) Mrs. Vidushi Tickoo D/o
Sh. Vinod Kumar Tickoo,
Address 1st : House no.
60, Land no. 4, Buta Nagar,
Paloura, Jammu City, J&K
181121, Address 2nd :

Description of the Movable &
Immovable Property / Asset.
Status of Possession
(Constructive / Physical / Symbolic)
Registered Mortgage dated 21-06-2022
of Land measuring 1 Kanal and 2 Marla
under Khasra no. 336, Khata no. 540/73,
238, Khewat no. 67, Situated at
Kundrorian, Tehsil and Distt. Reasi, in
the name of Mr. Khajur Singh alias Mr.
Khajoor Singh S/o Mr. Dhani Ram by

Virtue of Sale Deed executed on 01-04-2015 and duly Registered before the Hon'ble Sub Registrar Katra and property is bounded as East
: Land of Janak Raj, West : Radha Soami Ashram, North : Back Lane of Radha Soami Ashram, South : House of Smt. Asha Devi, Open
Plot, Approach Lane. The CERSAI ID of Secured Asset is 400067917328 (Physical Possession). Note : GST is applicable as per law.

Demand
Notice Date

Total Dues

20-04-2026
Rs. 16,11,954.76
+ Interest, other
charges and less
recovery if any,
till date affected

E-auction Sale Notice for Sale of Movable / Inmovable Properties / Assets under the Securitisation & Reconstruction of Financial Assets & Enforcement
of the Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 6(2) and 8(6) and 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Notice is hereby given to
the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s), Mortgager(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described movable / immovable property charged / mortgaged
to the Secured Creditor, the Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”,
“As is what is” & “Whatever there is basis” and for recovery of Bank dues in below mentioned account. The details of Borrowers, Mortgagers and Guarantor(s) /
Secured Assets / Dues / Reserve Price / EMD / Bid Increase Amount & E-Auction Date & Time are mentioned below :

07-10-2026
from 02.00 PM
to 06.00 PM
(with unlimited
extension of 10 minutes
duration each)

MODE OF PAYMENT OF EMD : NEFT

Date of E-Auction
Time of E-Auction | Earnest Money Deposit

Bid Increase Amount

Rs. 51,42,000/- | 28-09-2026
Rs. 5,14,200/- | °Y‘'aking
Prior
Rs. 10,000/- Appointment

Property
Inspection
Date & Time

79846-79806, 70871-15313.

Hypothecation of Vehicle Tata Motors |

Passager Vehicle Car Tiago XT having
Vehicle Registration no. JK02-DG-2903
dated 18 October 2023 having Chasis
no. MAT626370PKH93367 and Engine
no. REVTRN19HWXKA3532, Color
Daytona Grey, Registered in the name

08-10-2025

Rs. 5,24,634/-
as on 07-10-2025 +
Interest other charges
w.e.f. 06-10-2025
and less recovery if
any, till date affected

07-10-2026
from 02.00 PM
to 06.00 PM (with

unlimited extension of

10 minutes duration each)

of Mrs. Vidushi Tickoo (Physical Possession). Note : GST is abplicable as per law.

House no. 265, Opposite Radha Soami Satsang Ghar, Bantalab, Jammu J&K 181121
NOTICE OF 30 DAYS FOR SALE OF SECURED ASSETS UNDER RULE 8 OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002

Terms & Conditions : For Detailed Terms & Conditions of Sale, please refer / visit to the website link : https://www.bankofbaroda.in/e-auction.htm
and online auction portal : https://baanknet.com Also, prospective bidders may contact the Authorised Officer on Mobile no. 94192-46677,

Rs. 3,82,500/- 28-09-2026
by taking
Rs. 38,250/- Prior
Rs. 10,000/- Appointment

| Date : 01-09-2026

Place : Jammu

Sd/- Authorised Officer
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How employee protests have
fared under AAP govt: some
concessions, no complete win

RaakhiJagga
Patiala, September 1

THE AAM Aadmi Party govern-
ment in Punjab has rarely re-
sponded to employees’ agita-
tions with a simple yes or no.
Instead, its record shows a pat-
tern of selective concessions.
The Old Pension Scheme (OPS)
agitation produced a govern-
ment notification but, nearly
fouryearslater,noimplementa-
tion. A 40-day ministerial strike
yielded one instalment of dear-
ness allowance (DA), while sub-
sequentarrears remain pending.
Power engineers succeeded in
gettingasuspended officer rein-
stated and transfers revoked.
Sanitation workers secured one
of the clearest gains in the form
of higher wages and a pathway
to regularisation. MGNREGA
employees, however, ended
their strike without securing
their principal demand for regu-
larisation.

With government em-
ployees once again on the pro-
test path in Punjab, the AAP gov-
ernment’s past record offers a
measure of what sustained
pressure has delivered - and
what it has not.

OPS: Notification secured,
implementation remains
elusive

The first major employee agi-
tation after the AAP came to
power was launched in October
2022 by the Contributory Pen-
sion Employees Federation
union (CPFEU) and the Purani
Pension Bahali Sangharsh Com-
mittee for restoration of the OPS.
The unions announced “pol
khol” rallies in poll-bound Hi-
machal Pradesh, wherethe AAP
was contesting the Assembly
elections, and threatened to ex-
tend the campaign to Gujarat,
another poll-bound state, if the
Punjabgovernment failed toact.

On November 18, 2022, the
government issued a notifica-
tion for implementation of the
OPS. Nearly four years later,
however, the implementation
remains pending,.

40-day ministerial strike:
One DA instalmentreleased

The Punjab State Ministerial
Services union (PSMSU), repre-
senting ministerial employees
across 52 government depart-
ments, launched an indefinite
strike on November 8,2023.The
maindemandsincluded release
of pending DA arrears and im-
plementation of the OPS. Em-
ployees of the Punjab Civil Sec-
retariat and around 40
directorates extended support.
The strike was called off 40 days
later on December 18 following
ameetingoftheunionrepresen-
tativeswith Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann.

The immediate outcome
was the release of one instal-
mentof4 percent DA pertaining
to July 2022. As per PSMSU
president Gurnam Singh Virk,
thatwas the only DA instalment
released duringthe AAPgovern-

Employees protest outside Punjab Secretariat demanding
the release of DA arrears in Chandigarh. KAMLESHWAR SINGH

ment’s tenure, with subsequent
instalments from January 2023
onwards still pending.

Patwaris, kanungos:
Government outflanked the
agitation

The Revenue Patwar union
and Revenue Kanungo Associ-
ation announced an indefinite
pen-down strike from Septem-
ber 1, 2023, after the arrest of a
patwari and a kanungo in cor-
ruption cases. The agitation also
brought to fore a probleminthe
Revenue Department where
patwaris were being given addi-
tional charge of vacant circles.
The unions agreed to perform
dutiesin theirown circles but re-
fused additional charge.

The governmentinvoked the
Essential Services Maintenance
Act (ESMA) and moved to make
alternative arrangements, in-
cluding deployment of trainees
and newly recruited patwaris.
Appointment letters were issued
to 710 patwaris. The standoff
had largely eased by September
8, with several union members
transferred. Unlike the OPS and
sanitation workers’ agitations,
the protest did not result in a
major concession to the unions’
core demands.

Power engineers:
Suspensionrevoked,
transfersrolled back

The power sector saw a pro-
longed agitation in late 2024 after
the suspension of Harish Kumar
Sharma, Chief Engineer of the
Ropar Thermal Power Plant, and
termination of Harjeet Singh, Di-
rector Commercial of Punjab
State Power Corporation Limited
(PSPCL). The Punjab State Elec-
tricity Board Engineers Associ-
ation (PSEBEA) adopted awork-
to-rule approach, with engineers
continuing their regular duties
but refusing official calls after
their stipulated eight-hour work-
ingday.

In December 2024, engin-
eers, employees and pensioners
formed ajoint forum and organ-
ised statewide protests. The agi-
tation gained momentum after
PSPCL transferred 17 engineers
who were active PSEBEA
members. Most of these
transfers were revoked after
about two months.

In March 2025, Sharma’s sus-
pension was revoked, following

which the agitation was called
off. Unrest, however, continues
amongoutsourced power-sector
workers, including those pro-
testing outside the PSPCL head-
quarters in Patiala and workers
at the Lehra Mohabbat and
Ropar thermal plants seeking
regularisation.

Sanitation workers: Among
the biggest gains

Sanitation workers across
more than 150 urban local
bodies first went on a 16-day
strike in May and resumed the
agitation from July 6, pressing
for better wages, regularisation
and improved service condi-
tions, particularly for those en-
gaged in hazardous work and
sewer maintenance.

The government raised the
monthly wages of workers en-
gaged in hazardous work and
sewer maintenance toRs 20,520.
Italsonotified regularisation for
contractual employees in these
categories who had completed
five yearsof service. Outsourced
workers with three years of ser-
vice were to be shifted to con-
tractual status. The wage in-
crease was significant when
compared with the basic salary
of a constable, clerk or primary
teacher during the three-year
probation period, which is
around Rs 19900 a month. The
sanitation workers, however,
had demanded amonthly wage
0f Rs40,000.

MGNREGA staff: Strike
ended, core demand
unresolved

Around 2,100 MGNREGA
employeeswentonstrikeinJune
2026 over unpaid wages and the
demand for regularisation under
the Rural Development Depart-
ment. The strike was called offin
the last week of July, but the
workersdid notsecuretheir prin-
cipaldemand. Instead of regular-
isation, they signed contracts
under the VB-G-RAM-G ar-
rangement on July 30.

They received wages for July
despite beingon strike and were
assured that June wages would
be released. However, wages
from February to June 2026 re-
mained pending, even though
funds had reportedly been re-
leased by the Centre, according
to the Rural Development De-
partment.

BKU Ugrahan to dedicate Sept 4 protest

T

Express News Service
Patiala, September 1

ASITS indefinite protests out-
side Deputy Commissioner of-
fices across Punjab entered
third day, Bharatiya Kisan
Union (Ekta Ugrahan) Tues-
day announced that its Sep-
tember 4 protest programme
would be dedicated to the de-
mands of government em-
ployees, pensioners and con-
tractual workers.

Addressing a gathering at
the ongoing protest outside the
Bathinda DC office, BKU (Ekta
Ugrahan) state senior vice-
president Jhanda Singh Jet-
huke appealed to government
employees, pensioners, con-
tractual workers and other sec-
tions engaged in struggles to
participate in large numbersin
the organisation’s protests
across the state on September 4.

Targeting the Punjab gov-
ernment, Jethuke alleged that
instead of resolving the long-
pending demands of em-
ployees, the Bhagwant Mann-
led government was targeting
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Deputy Commissioner's office, in Patiala, Tuesday. pri

employee leaders through
transfers, withholding of sal-
aries and departmental and
legal action. He also alleged
that the government was chal-
lenging in higher courts deci-
sionsdelivered in favour of em-
ployees.

The indefinite dharnas by
BKU (Ekta Ugrahan) outside
DC offices across Punjab began
on August 30 over arange of de-
mands concerning farmers, ag-
ricultural workers and other
sections. The organisation has

been seeking a legal guarantee
for MSP based on the C2 for-
mula along with government
procurement of all crops, be-
sides raising concerns over the
proposed India-US trade deal,
privatisation and other issues.
Meanwhile, the Punjab unit
of the Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM) also launched a week-
long protest in Chandigarh’s
Sector 48-C on September 1, ad-
ding to the growing wave of
protests involving farmers and
employees in Punjab.

WAR OF WORDS OVER CONDOLENCE MEET

AAP protests against BJP over

BJP hits back, says AAP MLA attended
late Congress MP’s prayer meeting

Express News Service
Jalandhar, Ludhiana,
September 1

PUNJAB’S RULING party AAP
onTuesday held protestsin Lud-
hiana, Jalandhar, Amritsar and
Bathindaagainstthe BJP overits
three MPs visiting the residence
of former Congress MP Sajjan
Kumarto offer condolences after
his death.

The protests also coincided
with the first organisational visit
to Punjab by newly appointed
BJP state in-charge Satish Poo-
nia, who was in Jalandhar for a
state-level meeting. AAPworkers
gathered outside the Lions Club
venue ahead of his arrival and
were stopped by police barri-
cades and heavy deployment.

Kumar, whowas serving two
life sentencesin connection with
the 1984 anti-Sikh riots, died at
Safdarjung Hospital in Delhi on
August 20. Three BJP MPs from
Delhi — Kamaljeet Sehrawat,
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri and Yo-
gender Chandolia — recently
visited Kumar’sresidenceto pay
condolences.

Defending the BJP, Poonia
said the MPs had attended the
condolence gathering in their
“personal capacity” and not as
representatives of the party. He
said BJPnational president Nitin
Nabin had already summoned
and reprimanded the three MPs,
warning them against repeating
such “indiscipline”. Poonia also
maintained that the Congress
wasresponsible forthe 1984 viol-
ence, while accusing the AAP
government of failing to fulfil its
promises to Punjab.

In Amritsar, AAP workers
protested outside the residence
of BJP Rajya Sabha MP Tarun
Chugh and attempted to gherao

it, but were stopped by police. In
Ludhiana, the protest turned
more confrontational when AAP
workers reached the BJP office
near Dana Mandi and were con-
fronted by BJPworkers. The two
groups clashed, broke police bar-
ricades and exchanged heated
slogansbefore police intervened.

Addressing the protesters,
AAPMLA Jeevan Jyot Kaur said,
“The 1984 massacre remains a
deep and unhealed wound for
Sikh families. Both the BJP and
Congress have repeatedly acted
against the interests of Punjab
and the Sikh community. How
canBJPleadershonouraperson
whose name remainsassociated
with the 1984 massacre?” She
said, “The participation of BJP
leadersinSajjan Kumar’stribute
is deeply hurtful to the families
of the victims. The families who
lost their loved ones continue to
carry the pain of that tragedy,
and their sentiments mustbere-
spected.” In Ludhiana, AAP
MLA Ashok Parashar Pappi ac-
cused the BJP of hypocrisy, say-
ingitsleadersweretryingto pro-
ject Sikh faces in Punjab while
simultaneously expressing con-
dolences over Kumar’s death.
“Three crore Punjabis have got to
know what they are,” he said, re-
ferringtothe three BJP MPs. AAP
MLA Rajinderpal Kaur Chhina
said the controversy had ex-
posed both the BJPand Congress
and defended the protestsasthe
party’sright.

In Jalandhar, AAP MLA Bal-
kar Singh said, “In 1984...Inno-
cent Sikhs were brutally killed,
and their families have carried
that pain for decades. At such a
time, the participation of senior
BJP leaders in Sajjan Kumar’s
tribute demonstrates where the
BJPstandsontheissue ofjustice

Police personnel stop AAP workers as they march towards BJP MP

L e R

Tarun Chugh’s residence in Amritsar, Tuesday. p1i

forthevictims.”

The AAPMLAsaid, “The BJP
and Shiromani Akali Dal should
not try to play politics over the
wounds of Punjab. The pain of
the families affected by the 1984
anti-Sikh riots cannotbeused for
political convenience.”

The BJP, however, accused
the AAP of political opportunism
and sought to turn the attack
back on the ruling party.

Senior BJPleader Harvinder

Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann reviews the arrangements for ‘Khedan Watan Punjab Diyan - 2026’
sports game event, in Chandigarh on Tuesday. ani

Mann: “Vote for Opp will shut
down pro-people schemes’

Kharar: Tearing into opposi-
tion parties, Punjab Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann on Tues-
day said that voting for
opposition parties by mistake
will shut down all pro-people
schemes, and alleged that the
Congress and the Akali Dal had
"hollowed out the state like ter-
mites".

He also said that the Shiro-
mani Akali Dal (SAD) is once
again eager to join hands with
the BJPto "loot" the state.

During his 'Lok Milni' pro-
gramme here, Mann said the
opposition is fighting for politi-
cal power while his govern-
ment is focused on delivering
quality education, healthcare,
roads, electricity and water to
the people, warning that "a vote
for opposition parties by mis-
take will shut down all pro-
people schemes".

He alleged that the opposi-
tion parties have committed
many "sins" against Punjaband
its people, and said the voters
would thistimebringanendto
their political existence.

Addressing a gathering,
Mann said, "The traditional
parties are envious of me be-
cause I hail from a common
family and am working tire-
lessly to ensure the welfare of
the people. These leaders had
always believed that they have
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a divine right to rule the state,
due to which they are not able
todigest thatacommon manis
running the state efficiently.

"They have fooled the
people for along time, but now
people are not getting swayed
by their misleading propa-
ganda." Lashingout at the Akali
leadership, he alleged, "The
Akali leadership which com-
mitted sacrilege, which de-
stroyed the evidence related to
its perpetrators, which ordered
firing on innocents along with
othersins, isdying tocomeback
into power in the state." He al-
leged that for this purpose, the
Akali leadership is "begging" to
join hands with the BJP leader-
ship to "plunder" the state, but
the wise people of Punjabwould
once again reject them.

"The wise people of the state
will again oust them. Punjabis
will send Akalis and BJP into
political oblivion due to their
sins against the state and its
people," he said.

Mann said baffled by their
repeated debacles in the state,
the Akalis were now "misusing"
religion to mislead the people.

"They are even trying to
take political mileage by gar-
nering sympathy from the at-
tack that took place on Sukhbir
Singh Badal at Sri Hazur Sahib.
They are actually paying for

their sins against Punjab and its
people and can never be for-
given by the people," he said.

Mann said the AAP govern-
ment started several pro-
people schemes due to which
people of Punjab loved his gov-
ernment. "Our government has
started many pro-people
schemes due to which the
people of the state love me. I
caution the people that in case
any other party is voted to
power, they will discontinue
the schemes started by my gov-
ernment," he said.

Taking a jibe at the infight-
ing in the Congress party, he
said, "While they are squab-
bling for power for their vested
political interests, the state gov-
ernment is working tirelessly
for the well-being of the people.
As compared to these oppor-
tunist leaders, we don't fight
amongst ourselves but are
making tireless efforts to make
'Rangla’ Punjab." He said the
fight of the state is for quality
education, good health and
other welfare schemes. For the
sake of power, the Congress
leaders do not see eye to eye
with each other, he said. Mann
alleged that the Congress had
no vision for the people and the
state, and itsonly aim was to as-
sume power and plunder the
wealth of Punjab. PTI

Singh Phoolka alleged that an
AAP MLA, Ram Singh Netaji,
had himself attended Kumar’s
prayer meeting. Sharinga photo-
graph on X, Phoolka asked what
action AAP had taken against its
MLA and described the protest
outside Chugh’s residence as
“purely adrama”.

Punjab BJP president Kewal
Singh Dhillon called the protests
a “Punjab government-spon-
sored political stunt” and ac-

ajjan

cused AAP of shedding “croco-
dile tears” over the 1984 victims.

Dhillon alsoquestioned AAP
over commitments made in its
2017 Punjab election manifesto
to provide financial assistance,
housingand governmentjobsto
riotvictims. He asked why, years
later, the promises had allegedly
notbeen fulfilled.

Chugh, meanwhile, targeted
AAP national convenor Arvind
Kejriwal over the party’s political
association with the Congress.
He said Kejriwal should explain
why AAP contested the2024 Lok
Sabha elections in Delhi along-
side the Congress before lectur-
ingthe BJP onthe 1984 riots.

BJP leader Gurdeep Singh
Goshamadeasimilar attack, ac-
cusing AAP of havingallied with
the Congress for political powet.
He also questioned Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann over the
controversy surrounding the
“Guru Dokhi” title reportedly
given to him by Sri Akal Takht
Sahib. The BJP sought to
contrast its record with that of
the Congress, claimingthat con-
victions in 1984 riot cases came
during the governments led by
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Nar-
endra Modi. Dhillon also cited
the Centre’s financial assistance
of Rs S1akh each to 3,328 riot-af-
fected families.

The confrontation came as
the BJP steps up its organisa-
tional activities in Punjab ahead
of the 2027 Assembly elections.
Poonia said the party was work-
ing under its “Mission Punjab”
campaign and would contest all
Assembly seats, while stressing
that recent political meetings
should not automatically be in-
terpreted as an alliance.

The BJP’s organisational
campaign will include the “Seva
Sankalp Abhiyan” from Septem-
ber 17 to October 17, alongside
programmes marking Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s 25
yearsin public life.

Unified portal ‘Digi Punjab’
to provide over 800 govt
services online, fix deadlines

Chandigarh: Punjab Good Gov-
ernance and IT Minister Aman
AroraonTuesdaylaunched the
state's unified digital portal,
bringing over 300 government
services across 12 departments
under a single mobile-friendly
platform: digi.punjab.gov.in.

After launching the portal
here, Arora said citizens can
now easily access a wide range
of essential publicservices span-
ning multiple departments. Key
offerings include vital health
documentslike birth and death
certificates, medical fitness cer-
tificates, home affairs services
such as the issuance and re-
newal of arms licenses, and jus-
tice services for marriage regis-
trations under the Punjab
Compulsory Registration of
Marriages Act and Anand Mar-
riage Act, he said in a statement
released here.

Residents can utilise labour
welfare schemes, local govern-
ment property transfers, medi-
cal education registrations, po-
lice verification services,

including tenant and servant
checks, revenue certificates
(suchasincome, residence, and
backward area certificates), so-
cialjustice caste certificates, so-
cial security pensions and water
supply connection sanctions.

The portal, which will cover
all (over 800) government ser-
vices in the next two months,
fixes a timeline for every appli-
cation and ensures end-to-end
digitisation, he said.

"Every officer, from top to
bottom, will have clear dead-
lines. Any delay will reflect on
their record," Arora said, while
asserting that corruption
thrives only where there is no
accountability or transparency,
and this system will put an end
toboth. “A daily wage worker no
longer has to lose a day's pay to
get a certificate. A student in a
border village will have the
same access as someone sitting
in Chandigarh. A senior citizen
canapply from homeinstead of
standing in queues,” the min-
ister said. PTI

8 IPS officers shuffled in
Punjab, Bhullar named
IGP Border Range

Express News Service
Chandigarh, September 1

THE PUNJAB government on
Tuesday ordered the transfer
and posting of eight Indian Po-
lice Service (IPS) officers on ad-
ministrative grounds, with im-
mediate effect.

As per the order, issued by
Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) Alok Shekhar, Gurp-
reet Singh Bhullar, IPS (2004
batch), who was awaiting post-
ing, has been appointed In-
spector General of Police (IGP),
Border Range, Amritsar, in
place of Harmanbir Singh.

Harmanbir Singh, (2010),
whowasserving as DIG, Border
Range, Amritsar, and holding
additional charge as Commis-
sioner of Police, Amritsar, has
been posted as Commissioner

of Police, Amritsar.

Bhagirath Singh Meena,
(2013), SSP Mansa, has been
posted as AIG, Personnel-1,
CPO, Punjab, vice Suhail Qasim
Mir. Varun Sharma, (2014), SSP
Patiala, and Harman Deep
Singh Hans, (2015), SSP SAS
Nagar, have swapped postings.
Sharma will now serve as SSP
SAS Nagar, while Hans takes
charge as SSP Patiala.

Suhail Qasim Mir, (2017),
AIG Personnel-1at CPO Punjab,
has been posted as SSP Bath-
indain place of Jyoti Yadav.

Jyoti Yadav, (2019), SSP
Bathinda, has been appointed
Commandant of the 82nd Bat-
talion, Punjab Armed Police,
Chandigarh, vice Balwinder
Singh, PPS. Vaibhav Choud-
hary, (2020), SP Headquarters,
Patiala, has been posted as SSP
Mansa in place of Bhagirath
Singh Meena.

. Chandigarh
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DEMAND NOTICE UNDER SECTION 13(2) OF SARFAESI ACT, 2002.

Whereas you the below mentioned Borrower's, Co-Borrower's, Guarantor's and Mortgagors have availed loans from Jana Small Finance Bank Limited, by mortgaging your
immovable properties. Consequent to default committed by you all, your loan account has been classified as Non performing Asset, whereas Jana Small Finance Bank
Limited being a secured creditor under the Act, and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13(2) of the said Act read with rule 2 of Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules 2002, issued Demand notice calling upon the Borrower's/ Co-Borrower's/ Guarantor's/ Mortgagors as mentioned in column No.2 to repay the amount mentioned in the
notices with future interest thereon within 60 days from the date of notice, but the notices could not be served on some of them for various reasons.

Description of the Secured Asset belng auctioned :

PROPERTY NO. B-371338 ADMEASURING 33.5 SQUARE YARDS SITUATED IN VISHNU NAGAR, JAGADHRI WORKSHOP, YAMUNA NAGAR - 135007, HARYANA
AND WHICH 15 BOUNDED AS FOLLOWS : NORTH : PROPERTY OF ISHAR DAS & YASHPAL, SOUTH: PROPERTY OF TILAK RAJ, EAST : PROPERTY OF RAJ
HUMAR, WEST : PROPERTY OF HARBAMS LAL.

SHOP NO. 2, PROPERTY NO. - 1217/B/1 ADMEASURING 22 SQUARE YARDS SITUATED IN VISHNU NAGAR, JAGADHRI WORKSHOP, YAMUNA NAGAR - 135001,
HARYANAAND WHICH IS BOUNDED AS FOLLOWS : NORTH : 20 FEET ROAD, S0OUTH : PLOT OF MR. RAMESH CHAMND, EAST : SHOP NO. 1, WEST : SHOP NO. 3.

PROPERTY NO. 1

PROPERTY NO. 2

Panding Litigations known to ARCIL

Mil Encumbrances /| Duas known to ARCIL Mil

Last Date for submission of Bid

Same day 2 howrs before Auction | Bid Increment amount © As mentioned In the BID document

Demand Draft to be made in name of ;

ARCIL - CPS - IV - TRUST Payahble at par

RTGS details

1) Mr. Gurpreet Singh S/o

H/O Jaspal Singh, North: Street, South: H/O Madhu Bala

Property Property Detailed: All that piece and parcel of the immovable

Date of NPA:

Name of Borrower/ Loan Account Date of NPA :
3;' Co-Borrower/ Guarantor/ No. & Details of the Security to be enforced & Demand An;ou;ﬁ Due in
' Mortgagor Loan Amount Notice date S ek il
1 Details of Secured Assets Mortgaged Immovable Property Schedule Rs.11,75,983/-

ARCIL - CPS - IV - TRUST, Trust Account Mo, - 5T500001353101, HDFC Bank Limited, Branch: Kamla Mill, Mumbsai,
IFSC Code : HODFCO000542,

Name of Contact person & number

Rohit Gupta - 0124-6910910; +561 70654 51024 (auctionhelpline@sammaancapital.com).

o . Loan Account property Bearing-Property Measurning 81.11 Muraba Gaj Comprised Khewat (Rupees Eleven .
Pirthi Pal Singh No Number 501/500, Khatoni Number 584 to 589 Khasra Number 563(8-4),| 01.08-2026 | | akh Seventy Five TNEFa Soritien
(Applicant) ' 585(6-5), 586(6-5), 598(6-5), 564/1,(0-5), 564/4(3-0), 954/2(0-2), 954/6(0-2), y e St Brtin
o 45869420001636 | 957/2(6-0), 957/31,(0-7), 957/73,(0-9), 564/3(0-5), 597/2(3-0), 564/2(0-5),| Demand Thousand Nine
2) Mrs. Shivani W/o ~1600(7-10), 599(3-19) Kitte 16 Total Tedadi 46 Bheghe 9 Biswe Bicho 32/18580| Hundred Eiaht
Gurpreet Singh Loan Amount: | jicsa Bakdar 0 Bhegha 1biswa 12 Bismiyan i.e. 81.11.Muraba Gaj Wakiya Rakba | Notice Date: gy notica.,
. Rs.12,00,000/- |Diffence Colony Alohran Tehsil Nabha Distt Patiala as Per Jamabandi 2020-21. 97-08-2026 Three only)
(Co-Applicant) Owned by Mrs. Shivani W/o Gurpreet Singh. Bounded as: East: Street, West: as on 24-08-2026. .

HIMACHAL PRADESH: JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
D line bids on lump sum/item rafe basis tender are invited by the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakn Vibhog Division,
Indora Himachal Pradesh on behall of Governor of Himachal Pradesh, in electronic tendenng system in two covers
for the under mentioned work from the contractors firms of appropriate class enlisted with HPISY Departmeni:-
5 Dheicraptaon of work Estimated Ennest |l Cost of
e [ Mfinzy Lhitial furm
| | Provideng LWSS Beh Molahantai Phase - 1ui under JSV Sub Division Ra R Jiha0y. ol R 350
Badukhar m Telmil bndors Dhstt. Kaogen (HY gSH:- Protecion sork [Py’ L] T Mlonih
io safe over pround Tenk BT 15 i 34 50 Mirs Linder PDINA
3 |"'r|:r|.u|‘:|r.|g LWSS Beh Malahamian Phose -1 & under JSY Sub Dhvimaon s s 3724 1] | Rs V80
Hadukbar in Tohal Indora [hsn .'In'..m;:l': i NSH:- D F‘.l;"l'_'ll:nmg | 6, 108 Pelirrily
wall b0 protect the over ground Tank ROOAN tol8 N One side |
Linder FIYNA - |
3 Prowidimg LWSS Beh Malahbanian Phose -1 8 under JSV Saib Division R Rs 3921 m B Fk-
Hadukhar in Tehsil londora [Hab H,u.ngr:l THLP HSH:= T Hl;'r.qmm,: | s 018 Mlonth
wall o protect the aver J':rrlﬂnd Tonk DO folB Mirs I!lghr Sulc
|| (Mallah Side) Wnder PONA | I m—
4 | Bueng amsd Mamienance of Pumping Machmery along with allsed Ra Ra 12,900 | B 50
comaories of the vanous LWSS & Tube wellh under Jal Shakii | 646370 Yeour
|| Section Kathgarh Sub. Division Indoru) (For one Y cars) | ]
5 | Running and Mamienance of Pumping bachimery abomg weih allied Ra R 12 AN 1] | R 35w
mccrssories of the vanous LWES  under Jal Shakin Sab. Dyvision f, 2 1,300 Yeur
L Jngora ( Section Indora ) (For ome Years) | o T w— o
6 | Rummng snd Mueintenance of Pumping Machinery aloag with allsed Rs s ) B0l il B T30
mocessorics of the varscms LWSS amd Tube well ander Jal Shakii £ 94 100/- Y ear
Sectron  Badukhar Sob. Division Hodubbhar m Tebsil Indorm Dasi
- Rangra ) (Forone Yenrd 1 | —| e——
T | Runevimg and Muintenance of Pumping Machmery along with aflsed Ry s 1 E2IHN- (]| s 3 -
pocenanmies of the wvarkems LWSS and Tube well emder Jal Shakti L T Y enr
| Sctwon (iangath Sub [lnn.!n.m i unE.llh] (For one Year) Job Mo |
H | Rusnng and Monienance of Pumgang Moclinery along with allsed Hs Rs 1O2NN- ]| s 1
sccessones of the vanous LWSS amd Tube well wmder lal Shakil 31 348% Year
b TR T ] L-.m;ulh Sl [ Mvysiion lunpl;h._:l lg_l: o e Y car § Sy Ml |
Last date of filing/ uploading the tender through e-tendering is 11092026 up o 11,00 AM. The ender forms and
other detailed terms and conditions can be oblsined from the website www hptenders. gov.in
Him Siuchma Avam Jam Samgark
Exvecuitive Enginecr
No. I1VHP Jul Shaktl MMvision Indors, Disit Kangra

Notice is therefore given to the Borrower/ Co-Borrower/ Guarantor & Mortgagor as mentioned in Column No.2, calling upon them to make payment of the aggregate amount as shown

Co-Borrower's/ Guarantor's/ Mortgagors of the said financials under the law, you are further requested to note that as per section 13(13) of the said act, you are restrained/
prohibited from disposing of or dealing with the above security or transferring by way of sale, lease or otherwise of the secured asset without prior consent of Secured Creditor.

Date: 01.09.2026, Place: Patiala

Sd/- Authorised Officer, Jana Small Finance Bank Limited

in column No.6, against all the respective Borrower/ Co-Borrower within 60 days of Publication of this notice as the said amount is found payable in relation to the respective loan 8 ; _ { Loik,

account as on the date shown in Column No.6. It is made clear that if the aggregate amount together with future interest and other amounts which may become payable till the date . Rk O PR SPOTIRIENG /T 81 10r S A ATV, (IS SIERBITUAIE OE RS SICT).

of payment, is not paid, Jana Small Finance Bank Limited shall be constrained to take appropriate action for enforcement of security interest upon properties as described in Column (Enforcement) Rules, abaut the holding of the above menbioned auction sale,
No.4. Please note that this publication is made without prejudice to such rights and remedies as are available to Jana Small Finance Bank Limited against the Borrower's/ B,

Fule 8{5) of the Bules and the At

Place : YAMUNA NAGAR
Date © 20.08.2026

The Auction Sale is being conducted throwgh e-suction threugh the website htpssauctkon arcll.coin and as per the Terms and Conditions of the Bid Document, and as per

2, TheAuthonsed Officer ("A0") (ARCIL shall not be held responsible for intermet connectivity, network problems, syatem crash down, power failure etc.
4. Abany stage of tha auction, the "AD" may accept | reject f modily / cancel tha bid [ offer or post - pone the Aucton withoot assigning any reason haraof and withouwt any prior
i

o The successiul purchaser ! baddes shall béasr any stalulory dues, laxes, lees payabie, applcable G5 T on e purchiase consideration, stampduly, registralion fees, el Thal
is raguirad fobe paid in ordar to get ihe secured asset conveyed J daliversd in his S her (ils favour as per the applicable law,

The inilendimng beddess should mdke thes own indepsendent endguires ] due diligence réganding encumbranes, ik of secured asset and clims §nghts s dues atlecing the
spcunsd assels, inchuding statutory dues, slc. price b subimitliog their Sad. The aection adverisement does nod consilute and will ol constitule any Sommilment e any
reprasentaton of ARCIL. The Authorized Officerof ARCIL shall not be responsibie in any way for any third - party claims / nghts / dues.

The particulars specified in the auction nolice published in the newspaper have been stated o the best of the information of the umsdarsigned, however undersigned shall

The Barrower { Guaranions | Mortgagors, who are liabée for the sald oulstanding dues, shall freat this Sate Motice as @ notice under Rules B and 9 of the Security Inleres!

Im {he svent, the auchon schedusled hereinaboyve fails for any reason whatseevear, ARCIL has the nght fo sell the secured asset by any athar methods under the provisions of

Sadi-
Authorized Officer
Assel Reconstruction Company {India) Ltd. (Trustee of Arcil - CPS - IV - Trust)

AMOUNT [ EMD

| SR NAME OF OPENING DATE WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
NG DEPARTMENT NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER CLOSING DATE "‘"““é’" DEPARTMENT DETAILS/EMAIL
— TSP EPARBY P05 5TC. OF TGS FORD VI RO B TE T | sememms | [ -
1 PWO BAR, SONIPAT 5936 IN GANALIR CONSTITUENCY IN SONIPAT DISTT, UNDER WORK PROGRAM e QB0 LACS | hitps:j/stenders. hry.nicin ——"1 |
2026-27 + | WORKS e sonenatShry. mc.in
SPECIAL REPAIR BY PROVIDING WIDENING STRENGTHENING AND RELYING OF P———
i CCB OF § NOS OF ROAD HAVING ROAD 10 12303, 6021, 12266, 2697 AND 75.08.2026 : _
: PWD BAR. SONIPAT | won 1w AT CONSTITUENCY IN SONIPAT DISTT, (UNDER WORK PROGRAM 2026- | 07.05.2025 M53381ACS | haps://etenders.hry.nicin pwd-cepdd
! : a7} + 3 WORKS _ _ | sonepatiBihey.nic.in
FE.AW PATCHWORE ON SOHMNA DAMDAMA TO HARCHANDPUR WiA m AND CLOSING DATE | O 23438
3 | PWOD BAR, GURUGRAM LINK ROAD TO HARCHANDPUR [N GUIRUGRAM DISTT, FROM KM 0,00 TO gt 31.45 LACS hittps:// stenders.hry ic.in pwd-eepd -
4.760KM [ROAD 10 3091) - gugaonghry ne in
01242322424
4 | PWD BSR, GURIGRAM ANNUAL REPAIR FOR '“D:m":g; ‘::ff 5“&?;?% CHANAKTAPUR], W ﬂg&’;ﬁgg‘f 9,04 LACS hittps. //etenders. hry fic in pw-eepd]-
| il | e | gQurgaon@hey.nic.in
= 01242122424
s | pwo s GumuGiAw | ANNUAL REPAIR FOR HARYANA GOVERNMENT HOUSING COMPLEX, SHALIMAR | - CLOSING DATE A— TRV i
BAGH, DELM] 05.09.2026 e i
ANNUAL REPATR OF MAIN BLOCK INCLUDING GOVERNOR SUTTE AND C.M, SUITE |  CLOSING DATE ULMILINN
O | PWOBRR, GURLRGRAN OF HARYANA BHAWAN, NEW DELHI FOR THE YEAR 2026-27, 05.09,2026 Ll DR/ fatendiers. hry. ncin mmﬂ : 24
SPECIAL REPAIR FOR IMPROVEMENT OF ROAD FROM SCHNA CITY TO DHANI CLOSING mE_"' D122 |
7 | PWD BAR, GURUGRAM SOMNA VIA NANGLI FROM KM, 0.00 TO 2,100 TN SOHNA CONSTITUENCY N raghi) 10841 LACS | Metps://etendens. hry.nic.in pw-sepdi-
GURLGRAM DISTT. (WORK PROGRAMME 2026-2027) e . | gugsondteyncin |
CONSTRUCTION OF LIFT WELL IN NEW & MO, COURT BULLDING IN JUDICTAL 11,08.2026 O16E71I5E51
8 WD BBR, HISAR COURT COMPLEX AT SIRSA 4%@@ 13 PASSENGERS LIFT ONLY ) + 1 e e 62,77 LACS Mg fetenders vy nicin | i
REPLACEMENT OF STREET/SECURITY LIGHTS AND S/R TO E.L IN RAJIV GANDHI 31 08,2036 P —
9 WD BAHR, HISAR GOVT, COLLEGE FOR WOMEN AT BHIWANI(PDG ADDITIONAL E.I. INTERNAL rgovatns 9.00 LACS htpa: fetenders. hry.nicn
OALY) . _ povid-mond-hessarBhng. nicin
E-TENDER FOR SLIPPLY MEDICINE AND CONSUMABLE (CIPROFLOXACIN EYE
AL PARA CHAWLA GONT . . 07,068 2026 EM[D " SO ] T4
10 MEDECAL COLLEGE KARNAL DROPS, MOXIFLONALCIN EfD, WLMrKIMH CAPSULES ETC.) 14.06.9026 10000 it i s e iy i in director ke ghc-hrygov.n
| E-TENDER FOR SUPPLY MEDICINE AND CONSUIMABLE (ARTESUNATE INJECTION,
| KALPANA CHAWLA GOVT b | pz00202 EMD , 0806154463
| e o e KoL | ATRACURIUM BESYIATE mJEm?;,R :Lumumu TAB, ETC.) AT KCGMC, oo it rtpsfetendersirpnicn | o o RO
| IRFIGATION A WATER |  SUPPLY, ERECTION & COMMISSIONING OF 4 NOS. 35 C5, VT PUMP 5ETS S IIETNG DATE — |
12 RESOURCES DEPARTHMENT ALDBEWTTH 4 MO 200 HP MOTORS AND ALLTED ACCESSORIES AT ALURANGPUR DE.00.2026 TG LACS hitps:! /et enders. biry. nic in
HARYANA CHARKM] DADRI | LIME DRAIN PUMP HOUSE [N WATER SERVICES MECHANICAL DIVISION, IHATIAR e | ' gridgrmad com
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT www.etenders.hry.nic.in No. 48823/HR |
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‘Unsustainable in
law’: AFT reinstates
Agniveer discharged
for suppressing info

Man Aman Singh Chhina
Chandigarh, September 1

THE ARMED Forces Tribunal
has set aside the Army’s deci-
sion to discharge an Agniveer
and ordered his reinstatement
with consequential benefits,
holding that he could notbe pe-
nalised for not declaring a
pending criminal case arising
from anincident that occurred
when he was a minor.

The Principal Bench of
Chairperson Justice Rajendra
Menon and Member (Adminis-
trative) Rasika Chaube allowed
the petition of Anas Chauhan,
on August 17 and quashed the
discharge order of the Army
dated January 20, 2026.

The Army discharged Chau-
han under Item IV of Rule 13(3)
of the Army Rules, 1954, alleg-
ingthat he suppressed informa-
tion in his enrolment form.

Chauhanwasselected asan
Agniveer in the 2024-25 recruit-
ment rally after clearing physi-
cal tests. Police verification
later produced an adverse re-
port referring to an FIR regis-
tered in Meerut on October 3,
2020, against16 people, includ-
ing Chauhan, under Indian
Penal Code sections 353, 332,
307,147,148, 149 and others.

A show-cause notice fol-
lowed on September 12, 2025,
and the Commanding Officer
then discharged him on Janu-
ary 20, 2026.

Chauhan’s counsel sub-
mitted that he was about 17
years old at the time of the al-
leged village quarrel and that
the FIR contained only general
allegations. He relied on an
order of the Allahabad High
Court dated April 10, 2025, in a
petition under Section 528 of
the Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita.

In paragraph 8 of that order,
the high courtdirected thatthe
matter “may notbe treated asa
pendency of criminal case
against the applicant for seek-
ing appointment/selection” in
the Agniveer process.

The Tribunal held that the

high court directive was bind-
ing on the Army and AFT. It
said aslong as the protection re-
mained unmodified, the re-
spondents could not treat non-
disclosure as an “act
unbecoming of a person in uni-
form” or independently treat
the FIR as a disqualification.

“The import of the aforesaid
order of the Hon’ble High
Court, whichwasbindingupon
the respondents as well as this
Tribunal, was that the applicant
stood protected by law. In the
peculiar circumstances, the ap-
plicant was entitled to proceed
with his candidature for ap-
pointment in the Indian Army
without the pendency of the
FIR being treated as a disqualifi-
cation,” the Tribunal noted.

Itadded thatifthe Armybe-
lieved the high court order did
not cover suppression of in-
formation in the enrolment
form, it ought to have sought
modification or clarification
rather than proceed onitsown.

The Tribunal also relied on
the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act,2000,
and relevant Supreme Court,
Delhi High Court, and AFT rul-
ingstohold thataminorneed not
disclose such involvement and
that it cannot be used to disqual-
ify them from employment.

“The applicant could not
have been proceeded against
for non-disclosure of the pen-
dency ofthe criminal case. The
action taken against the appli-
cant...isunsustainable in law,”
the Tribunal said.

The Tribunal allowed the
original application, quashed
the January 20,2026 discharge
order, and directed the respon-
dents to take Chauhan back
into Agniveer service “pur-
suant to the appointment is-
sued to him, in accordance
with law, with all consequential
benefits.”

It clarified that the relief will
be subject to any subsequent
order of the Allahabad High
Court if the Centre seeks to
modify or clarify the interim
protection granted to Chauhan.

PUNJAB CHANGE OF LAND USE SCAM

ED submits 200-page reply in HC, writes
3rdletter to DGP for registration of FIR

Kamaldeep Singh Brar
Amritsar, September 1

THE ENFORCEMENT Direc-
torate has for a third time
sought registration of an FIR
against a number of private
persons and senior officials of
Punjab government allegedly
involved in corrupt practices.

In a third letter, written to
DGP Gaurav Yadav on August
31, the ED has sought that the
FIR be registered against the
said persons under Prevention
of Money Laundering Act, 2002
and copy of the same be sup-
plied to the federal agency at
the earliest.

ED’s ongoing action is trig-
gered by searches conducted
between May 7 and May 10 at
the premises of Ajay Sehgal,
Nitin Gohal and Suresh Kumar
Bajaj in connection with a
money-laundering investiga-

tion regarding a multi-crore
land and Change of Land Use
fraud. It is connected with the
Rs. 348 crore money launder-
ing case connected to Suntec
city project.

The matter pertainstoan al-
leged “large-scale and institu-
tionalised corruption” alleg-
edly involving senior state
officials asalleged in a PIL filed
in the Punjab and Haryana
High Court last week. On Au-
gust 28, the High Court sought
to know from the Punjab gov-
ernment what action it pro-
posed to take on allegations of
“large-scale and institutional-
ised corruption” involving sen-
ior state officials, observing that
the “nature of allegations made
are serious” and would require
a “careful response fromthere-
spondents”.

A Division Bench of Acting
Chief Justice Ashwani Kumar

Mishra and Justice Rohit Ka-
poor also directed the ED to
place before it the communica-
tions allegedly sent to the Pun-
jab DGP and sought the State’s
stand on the matter.

“Before we proceed to take
cognizance of the grievance
raised...it would be appropriate
to call upon the counsel repre-
senting ED, to place before the
court the communications sent
tothe DGP...asisalleged by the
petitioner. If such communica-
tion is sent, we would also like
to know from the Advocate-
General, Punjab, as to what
stand/action is proposed to be
taken by the State police and
the State itself,” the bench said
while listing the matter for Sep-
tember 3.

The directions came on a
petition filed by Advocate Nik-
hil Saraf alleging abuse of offi-
cial position, criminal conspi-
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Residents and tourists make their way amid rainfall at Ridge, in Shimla, Tuesday. pri

EXPRESS special

racy and manipulation of gov-
ernmental, tender and admin-
istrative processes. The petition
alleges that senior Punjab offi-
cials were involved in various
scams, including “cash for
transfers; cash for getting fa-
vourable policies; cash for
tenders, and such other illegal
activities”.

The Punjab police had
sought more details from the
ED citing that the documents/
transcripts annexed by ED
while seeking registration of
FIR were “not legible”.

Responding to Punjab Po-
lice’s communication, ED on
August 31 wrote: “It is sub-
mitted that the information
alongwith material was shared
under Section 66(2) of the
PMLA-2002 vide this office’s
communications dated July 30
and August 7 and via email on
August 7 only after due exam-

Sikhya Kranti: Year after they paid for plaques,
inaugurations, teachers wait for govt to clear the bill

Many teachers had paid from their
pockets after govt promised Rs 5,000 for
each granite plaque and Rs 5,000 to
Rs 20,000 in expenses for inaugurations

Divya Goyal Gopal
Ludhiana, September 1

OVER A year after the Punjab
government’s much-publicised
“Sikhya Kranti” campaign saw
inauguration plaques installed
across thousands of govern-
ment schools, some even for
minorworks, teachersin several
districtsarestill waitingtobe re-
imbursed for expenses they in-
curred from their own pockets.

The campaign, launched by
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government in April-May last
year, involved the inaugur-
ation of more than 25,000
works in government schools.
Separate granite plaques were
installed for several works, in-
cluding repairs to boundary
walls, toilets and classrooms.
In some schools, four to five
stones carrying the names of
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann, Education Minister

Harjot Bains and local MLASs
were installed.

Teachers were also asked to
organise inauguration cer-
emonies for visiting ministers
and MLAs, and ended up
spending on tents, refresh-
ments, sound systems and
publicity flexes. The Opposi-
tion had dubbed the exercise
“Udghatan Kranti”, alleging
that the government was using
school infrastructure for politi-
cal publicity. Amid the criti-
cism, the government, midway
through the 54-day drive, di-
rected schools to install only
one plaque for all works.

An order issued by then
Education Secretary Anindita
Mitrasaid that schools would re-
ceive Rs 5,000 for each granite
plaque. Foe inagiration ceremo-
nis, the expenditure was to be
reimbursed category-wise - Rs
5,000 for primary and middle
schools, Rs 10,000 for high
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The plaques installed at a school. express

schools and Rs 20,000 for senior
secondary schools.

Getting reimbursed, how-
ever, has turned out to be a dif-
ficult task. Several teachers in
Barnala, Ludhiana, Fatehgarh
Sahib, Moga and other districts
told The Indian Express that
they are still awaiting payments
more than ayear later.

Teachers claim that thatedu-
cation department did not re-
lease funds in advance, leaving
themwith little choice butto pay
vendors from their own pockets.
In many schools, several
teachers pooled their money to
meet the expenses.Thishasnow
compounded the problem. The

education department will re-
lease the sanctioned amount di-
rectly to vendors, who are then
expected toreturn the money al-
ready paid by teachers.

Harkeet Singh, a vendor
from Khamano in Fatehgarh
Sahib, said he supplied granite
plaques to at least 70 schools in
Fatehgarh Sahib and Khanna
but was yet to receive payment
from the government.

“Each stone cost around Rs
3,500-4,000. Teachers paid me
from their own pockets. I have
to return the money to them
when the government credits
the amount to my account. I
haven’t received a oenny from

the government. Teachers keep
calling to ask whether the
money has come,” he said, ad-
ding he will return the moneyto
teachers the day “I receive it
from the government”.

A primary school head
teacher from Bhadla village of
Khanna said the school had
spent about Rs 6,000 on the
plaque, snacks and arrange-
ments for theinauguration. “We
paid the vendors because no-
body gives even a piece of chalk
on credit these days. We were
told the money would be
credited tothe vendor after bills
were submitted. Despite
multiple letters to district edu-
cation authorities, our reim-
bursement has not come. What
was the need for such a political
PR gimmick if there was no
budget?” the teacher said.

Nearly all the teachers the
Indian Express reached out to,
requested anonymity fearing
departmental action. They said
the problem was particularly
frustratingbecause they hadin-
curred the expenditure under
official instructions.

In Aspal Khurd village of
Barnala, teachers said three
plaques were installed - two for
classrooms and one for abound-

ary wall - with more than Rs
20,000 spent on the arrange-
ments. “We were later told that
only schools visited by the min-
ister would get the money. Is it
our fault if the minister did not
visit our school? We were ready
to welcome him or any other
MLA,” ateacher said.

InRajgarhvillage of Barnala,
four teachers pooled money to
pay vendorswhen AAP MP Gur-
meet Singh Meet Hayer visited
the school to inaugurate a gate.
“Wehaven't received the money
yet. Vendors say nothing has
come into their accounts,” a
teacher said.

A senior Education Depart-
ment official said the “majority”
of bills had been cleared after
the government released a
tranche of Rs12.25 crore, butac-
knowledged that some pay-
ments remained pending.

Ludhiana Deputy District
Education Officer Amandeep
Singh and Barnala DEO Sunit
Inder Singh said no such bills
were pending in their districts,
though both said they would
“still get it checked”.

Punjab Education Secretary
Sonali Girisaid, “Ifany bill is still
pending, schools can let us
know.”

Attacked by monkeys, 63-yr-old woman falls from 3rd floor terrace

Saurabh Parashar
Shimla, September 1

A 63-YEAR-OLD woman is
battling for herlife on a ventila-
tor at Indira Gandhi Medical
College and Hospital (IGMC),
Shimla, after being attacked by
monkeys on the rooftop of her
three-storey house in Lower
Cemetery area in Sanjauli on
August 30.

The victim, Satya Devi
Chauhan, had gone to the roof-

top at around 7.30 am to check
the water tanks when a group of
monkeys present there at-
tacked her, causing her to fall
from the third floor to the
ground floor. Sheis currently in
the ICU with several injuries,
including spinal damage, and
has remained unconscious
since the incident. “One of the
neighbours, whowitnessed the
incident, told us that there were
already a group of monkeys on
the rooftop. As my mother

checked the water tank, the
monkeys attacked her and one
of them pushed her. A loud
thud alerted the other neigh-
bours,” her daughter, Rajni, 41,
told The Indian Express.

Rajni, who is married, also
resides in the Lower Cemetery
area of Sanjauli. She said her
younger brother, Rajneesh
Chauhan, was at home when
the incident occurred. "My
mother received grievousinter-
nal injuries and her spine was

also damaged. Weimmediately
rushed her to IGMC Shimla.
She has been unconscious
since the incident. A team of
the wildlife wing visited us in
the hospital Tuesday", Rajni
said. Medical Superintendent
Dr Rahul Rao confirmed that
the patient was on the ventila-
tor due to severe injuries.

DFO (Shimla) Aniket Wanve
said a forest department team
visited the victim's house and
recorded statements of locals.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

"It is not an isolated case. On
average, we record five to six
monkey attack cases every
month. Our team also visited
thevictim's family at IGMC," he
said, adding that the depart-
ment had been informed about
the incident a day after it oc-
curred.

Local councillor Vineet
Sharma of Ward 22, Shanti
Vihar, said the monkey men-
ace hasbecome a growing con-
cern. "The situation is deterio-

rating each passing day in our
area and across Shimla. We
have urged the authorities to
act," he said. Under the Hima-
chal Pradesh Forest and Wild-
life Department's compensa-
tion policy, a victim who
suffers severe injuriesin awild
animal attack is eligible for Rs
75,000, rising to Rs 11akh in
cases of permanent disability
certified by a physician. In the
event of death, the family is eli-
gible for Rs 4 lakh.

ination, investigation and as-
sessment by this office and ap-
proval of the competent auth-
ority,and upon this office being
satisfied that the material dis-
closed contravention of the
provisions of law administered
by your office. Section 66(2)
castsan obligation on this office
toshare such information with
the concerned agency for
necessary action; it doesnot, in
itself, contemplate or require
the receiving agency to call for
further authentication, chain of
custody or original source data
as a pre-condition to registra-
tion of FIR”. “Itisrequested that
the FIR may kindly be regis-
tered forthwith on the basis of
the information and material
already provided, as now sup-
plemented with legible copies
and the requisite certificate,
and a copy of the FIR so regis-
tered may be furnished to this

office at the earliest, in any case
before the next date of hearing
i.e. September 3, 2026 fixed in
CWP-PIL-238-2026", the ED
wrote.

“Any further material or rec-
ord that may be required by
your office, subsequent to and
strictly for the purpose of inves-
tigation after registration of the
FIR, shall be provided by this
office as and when requested,
inaccordance with the law. Any
delay in registration of FIR may
lead to destruction/ tampering
of evidence and hence FIR is
required to be registered ur-
gently”, the ED wrote in its
letter dated August 31.

ED has already submitted
it’s 200-page reply in the High
Court, which includes over 150
pages of WhatsApp chats ex-
changed between the persons
against whom ED is seeking
registration of FIR.

PUNJAB GOVT AFFIDAVIT

15,768 of 35,449 jail
inmates registered
for opioid-assisted
treatment, HC told

Jagpreet Singh Sandhu
Chandigarh, September 1

THE PUNJAB government has
told the Punjab and Haryana
High Court (HC) that 15,768 of
the 35449 inmateslodged inthe
state’s jails were registered
under the Out-Patient Opioid
Assisted Treatment (OOAT)
programme as on August 21.

The details were furnished
in an affidavit filed on Tuesday
by Rajesh Kumar Jaiswal, Addi-
tional Director General of Police
(Prisons), Punjab, in compliance
withthe HC's August 20 order in
aPILtakenupbythe courtonits
own motion concerningthede-
addiction programme injails.

The HC had sought jail-wise
figures, the age profile of in-
mates on OOAT, the SOP gov-
erning their registration, the
process of tapering them offthe
medication, rehabilitation facil-
ities and details of inmates who
were already taking the tablets
before enteringjail.

The OOAT programme is
being implemented in coordi-
nation with the Department of
Health and Family Welfare.

According to the affidavit,
15,768 inmates were registered
under OOAT across Punjab’s 25
jails out of 35,449. The highest
number of OOAT-registered in-
mates was reported from Cen-
tral Jail, Kapurthala (2,635), fol-
lowed by Central Jail, Amritsar
(2,124), Central Jail, Shri Goind-
wal Sahib (1,295), Central Jail,
Faridkot (1,441), Central Jail,
Gurdaspur (1,071) and Central
Jail, Ludhiana (1,058).

The affidavit mentions, “The
OOAT programme is being im-
plemented in coordination with
the Department of Health and
Family Welfare, Punjab, and
treatment is provided underthe
supervision of qualified medical
personnel.”

The age-wise data submitted
by the state showed that 5,656
inmatesregistered under OOAT
were aged 26-35 years, while
4,544 were in the 36-45 age
group. Another 2,951 inmates
were aged 18-25 years, 1,940
were aged 46-55 and 677 were
above 55. There were no in-
mates below 18 years among
those registered under the pro-
gramme. On the procedure gov-
erning registration, the state
said in its affidavit, “..the regis-
tration of inmates with OOAT
Clinics is governed by the Stan-
dard Operating Procedure-2017
issued by the Department of
Health and Family Welfare,
Punjab.”

Explaining the rationale for
the medication, the affidavit,
quotingthe report ofthe Health
and Family Welfare Depart-
ment, said the OOAT pro-
gramme was started in 2017 “to
control the heroin use which
was rampant in the State”.

It stated, “In the past, so
many other medicines were
tried as maintenance therapies
oras Harm Reduction therapies

The age-wisedata
submitted by the
state showed that
5,656 inmates
registered under
OOAT were aged
26-35years, while
4,544 wereinthe
36-45 agegroup

but the Buprenorphine+Nalox-
one (BPNx) hasbeen foundtobe
the one of the safest medicines
touse.” The affidavit said Bupre-
norphine takes care of withdra-
wal and craving, prevents the
action of other opioids such as
heroin and prevents overdose
cases and deaths, while the ad-
dition of Naloxone preventsthe
action of Buprenorphine if in-
jected.

The state said the OOAT
treatment is divided into five
phases--Induction (4-7 days),
Stabilisation (four months),
Maintenance (eight months),
Termination (1-2 months) and
Follow-up (six months).

The affidavit states that dur-
ing the maintenance phase, pa-
tients are counselled to taper off
BPNX. “A combined decision to
terminate the BPNx is made by
the treating doctor, counsellor
and the patient, and if possible,
with the involvement of family
members.”

The affidavit said, “The eight
rehabilitation facilities provide
institutional support for the
treatment, rehabilitation and
de-addiction of inmates suffer-
ing from substance depend-
ence.” The state also listed
measures undertaken by the
Prisons Department for reha-
bilitation and reintegration, in-
cludingeducation from basiclit-
eracyto Class10/12 and diploma
courses under the SikhyaDaan
programme; skill development
and training through Industrial
Training Institutes established
in 11 jails, and short-term
courses organised through the
Punjab Skill Development
Mission.

Itsaid inmatesare alsogiven
opportunities to participate in
sports, recreational activities,
yoga, religious/spiritual pro-
grammes and other wellness-
oriented activities.

“In addition, counsellingon
harm reduction, safer sex prac-
tices, and abstinenceis provided
by psychologists/counsellors to
address the psychological, be-
havioural and emotional as-
pectsassociated with substance
dependence,” mentioned the af-
fidavit.

On the specific issue of
whether inmates were taking
the medication before their ad-
mission to jail, the state said
2,540 inmates presently regis-
tered under OOAT were re-
ported to have been taking such
tablets/medicines before their
admission tojail.

. Chandigarh
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ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL Kangra Centra| Co.operative Bank L|m|ted HIMACHAL PRADESH: PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
SCIENCES (AlIMS), PATNA -Pracurement Notis
: : F'hulwarisha‘:l'lf Patna ~}|;l]15rﬂ? ZONAL OFFICE: PALAMPUR i gt et
EHTE"DEH SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE FOR (IMMOVABLE PROPERTYIIES Il-'rulr.llllh.:...l:: :..lll Il:'T.'I.::-Illnl‘ll:'-l"-'l:.I| :I!:ll.:I.I\."T.;':;:I.-L|I1I.I.-nl.l.ll'.. I-il.:\-".-:ullull ||I. -‘I".'II. ;":- Ilp:l;p. s The Pypornkspr vpir Buls si vl Ermm ewelevpeg sy sirm
_ Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Kangra Central Co-Operative Bank Ltd. under The - - - T — e R L T T Il ]
AlIMS, Patna invites bid under Opening Tender mode securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in %a. oont i s | Muney | Siasit | sonder | aewatoading | subnidssion of
el : . exercise of power conferred under section 13 (12) read with Rule 8 & 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Beres ol el Bid
'rhrﬂ[-'gh j[hE CPP Il:'DrtH| frlﬂ'm eligible .n_ﬂ.fchltEClLlfﬁl and rules 2002 issued demand notice(s) on the dates mentioned against each account calling upon the respective e o Tk o b Thae o e o T 1o T e T o | 3 | Smsss | iiis 5
Eng'_nﬂer'ng EEJHE_ﬁLI tancy Firms for providing mnsu!lﬁnﬂy borrowers /guarantors to repay the amount mentioned against account within 60 days from the date of the in Telwil Diesrwmskals. Distl, Kanpra HP. (Deosit Wearky (5H Aol
services for establishment of a BSL-3 Laboratory (Lab in Lab receiptof the said notice(s). Formatiom Cuting witsk between lom 0150 50 67300
Model) al AlIMS Patna. The borrowers and guarantors having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers / : -u- = : e u 2 | ! e i : ! i 1
= guarantors / owners of the property and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic e T Eor e By
TenderID : 2026_AMSPA_923354_1 Possession of the property(s) described herein belowin exercise of power conferred on him under section 13(4) T P T 0 VR L
Published Date + 24.08.2026 ofthe said Actread with Rule 8 & 9 of the said Rules on the dates mentioned against the account. P SLATEA AVAM JAN CARR T8 SUCTIRT AVAN AN JAMETARK .
; The borrowers / guarantors / owners of the property in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned Exneulies Enginsur,
Pre-Bid Conference : 08.09.2026 not to deal with the property and any dealing with the property(s) will be subject to the charge of Kangra Central TR ":'""":*‘r"l':“"‘""' '":": g “:"l' ;""":""
Bid Submission End Date : 23.09.2026 Co-Operative Bank Ltd. for the amounts as mentioned against the account along with interest and other p et stz o s szt
o - ) o _ charges thereon.
Interested and eligible bidder may participate in the The borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of
tender and submit their bids online through CPPP| |timeavailable,toredeem the secured asset(s).

(hitps:/feprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app). For details, updates Name of the Name of Description of the Date of

Amount Due as per
demand notice in Rs.

Date of

& amendments, visit regularly CPPP and AlIMS website | |kl W R AT ooy |1 ELL Pt

(https://aiimspatna.edu.in/). TIBATIAN COLONY,

Notice + Interest thereon
o2 (QVc\N=11.30 1. Sh. Ankush|Land Comprised in Khata |12-03-2026| 27-08-2026|Rs. 8,71,385/- E PRE
Sh. Satish Kumar|S/o Sh. Gian|No. 9, Khatauni No. 9, Khasra No. 225, | (Rupees Eight Lakh Seventy
Slo Sh. Udho Ram,[Chand, R/o|| gnqg measuring 0-08-89 Hect share 0-{ One Thousand Three Hundred
R/o Village Gadiara, I\N/Iear Kacli' Bari| 03.53 hect, Situated at Mohal Utrehar Eighty Five only) as on 17-02- '.'
PO Bhawarna,|ya it %' " |Hadbast No. 279, Sub Tehsil|2026. i

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL CHANDIGARH (DRT-1) [ X T M e - e e e )

2nd FLOOR, S.C.0. 33-34-35, SECTOR-17A, CHANDIGARH District Kangra|District Kangra (H.P.). 2. Sh. Naresh Kumar S/o Sh. Jhomphi Ram, R/o Ward No. 03
Case No.: OA/537/2025 (H.P.). Village Dayala, PO Jia, Tehsil Palampur, DistrictKangra (H.P.).
Summons under Sub-Section (4) of section 19 of the Act, read Date: 01.09.2026 . Authorized Officer vaemdia® - NMDC APOLLO CENTRAL HOSPITAL
with Sub-rule | (I)D:ocr:dire;)RuIZS (:993“0‘;:% ,\rllol.";a5563 Place: Bhawamna (Zonal Office, Palampur) .:' (Managed by Apollo Hospitals Enterprise Ltd., Hyderabad) ?J
UNION BANK OF INDIA T - Dist. - Dantewada, Bacheli - 494 553 (Chhattisgarh) API‘.:}“D
VS NMDC Ph: 07857-230050, email- nmdcapollod gmail.com
To, SMT. SATNAM KAUR BANSI
(1) Smt. Satnam Kaur Bansi D/W/S/O-W/o Sh. Prabhjot Singh, R/o Emplovment Notification No, 03/ 2026 Dated: 01,00.2026
HouseNo. 171, Master Tara Singh Nagar, Jalandhar, Pun jab.
Also At : Village and P.O. Dhogri, Tehsil and District Jalandhar, CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED WALK-IN-INTERVIEW FOR DOCTORS
Punjab. & Corporate Office: “Chola Crest’ C 54 & C 55, Super B-4, Thiru Vi Ka Industrial Estate, Guindy,
(2) Sh. Prabh jot Singh S/o Sh. Kartar Singh , R/o House No. 171, Gl[}]a Chennai - 600032., Shimla Branch: 2nd Floor Hameer House Chakkar- 5 The Refrreat Phagli NMDC Apollo Central Hospital, Bacheli requires Medical Professhonals as per the following detoils for Bacheli
Master Tara S|ngh Nagar, Ja|andhar’ Punjab_ M Shimla Himachal Pradesh 171 005., Kurukshetra Branch: First Floor, SCO-66, HUDA Sector korrandlul and Mogorrr Dlospitals, which sre having lalest equipments and excellent infmstroctore
Also At : Village and P.O. Dhogri, Tehsil and District Jalandhar, (it 17, City Centre, Near Ujala Cygnus Hospital, Kurukshetra, Haryana - 136118, ' : ; :
Punjab. Chandigrah Branch: S.C.0-350,351,352, Third Floor, Sector-34-A, Chandigarh- 160022. Unose l\::n:tl [ Ii :Ilu
. - . LA WY Ssoale
(3) Sh. Darshan Preet Singh S/o Sh. Sujit Singh, R/o VPO Madar, Demand Notice Under Section 13[2] Of The Securitisation & Reconstruction of Financial Assets & Enforcement SN, Post qu'"ﬂ"f"“f‘ & ARE | Monthly Consol tNee o
Tehsil And District Jalandhar, Pun jab. of Security Interest Act, 2002 R/w Proviso Of Rule 3(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Experience Hmit | Salarv (s appointment
SUMMONS i
) , - You, the under mentioned Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s)Mortgagor(s) are hereby informed that the company has t 1 ! e ' 1
giI;ER/ERAS_, tOA/53f]71/120%2120%33 listed before Hon'ble Presiding initiated proceedings against you under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement I Monheolaiat ?‘tlf'h; Hll'ﬂ | ”:TLI:I Ne 50 0 80,00
WH(:EngE;Oe\gItSh?:Lan’ble Tribunalis pleased toissue summons/ nofice of Security Interest Act, 2002 and that the Notice under section 13 (2) of the Act sent to you by Registered Post " " ¥ "‘? g S
on the said Application under secgrion 19(4) of the Act, (OA) filed Acknowledgment Due, has been returned undelivered.Hence, you are hereby called upon to take notice and pay the - . | LN - . oy
: b ) A\ outstanding loan amount mentioned against the said account with interest accruing there from within 60 days from the | & Specialist {Medicine) MI/DONB with expenience | __ | MIYMSDNK Repular
against you for recovery of debts of Rs. 68,86,403.11 (application . o s : . . o , , Syrs Rs. 28.20 o Rs Cpuld
: . date of this publication, failing which the company will proceed against you by exercising its right under Sub-Sec (4) of : : 1 rome pigcna 3
along with copies of documents etc. annexed). Section 13 of the Act by enforcing e bel foned v to realize ifs d i interests and costs, It d ] Specialist (Gen, Surgery) | M5 with experience 800
In accordance with sub-section (4) of section 19 of the Act, you, the ection 13 of the Act by enforcing the below mentioned security to realize its dues with interests and costs. Itis needles | . o
. ) to mention that this notice is addressed to you without prejudice to any other remedy available to the company. WMITDNB/ MR with PLi [xiploma
defendants are directed as under :- T | _ e ) .
) ol . . Date of D d 4 ape imlixl ||'|',.I|,|||||-.1:.:I.'I P p—— Wy, 2500 b Ha
(i) to show cause within thirty days of the service of summons as to Name and Address of the Loan ate of Deman Description of the - 100
why reliefprayed for should notbe granted, Borrower/s Amount |Noice & Amount| - property Secured Asset "MBBS  with minimum | 45 yrs. | Ra. 1200 to 18,00
(i) to disclose particulars of properties or assets other than properties el g GOMO ey i Vet
and assets specified by the applicant under serial number 3A of the Loan AccountNo.:-MLO1URU00000101688 Rs. 19/08/2026 & | All That Piece & Parcel of Inmovable ; prone fa. | 00000
original application; Borrowers/Co-Borrower:- 20,00,000/-| Rs. 21,82,325/- | Property Measuring 393.25 Sq. Yards 2 A adl ' “Te 1001 . e - dalict '
(ili) you are restrained from dealing with or disposing of secured 1. Ajay Singh Slo Bhim Singh (Rupees | as on 19/08/2026 |i.e. OK-13M Situated At Village Kurar, Additions] payment up to “"'tr;'"n'"hh ""I“'“".‘ kv talist (Rediolegy)
assets or such other assets and properties disclosed under serial 2. RajBala Wio Bhim Singh Twenty | withinterest& | Tehsil Kalayat, Distt Kaithal, Haryana. RVIRE R000 eXpeTience.
number.sA.Ofthe original application, pendlng hearing and disposal of Both R/o - \ﬁllage Kurar, PO Kurar, Tehsil Kalayat, Lakhs charge thereon Regd. Vide Sale Deed Document No. *® Relaxation noage may be considered [or suitable and expenenced specialstSuper Specilnt doetors
the application for attachment of properties; _ . Distt Kaithal, Haryana 136117 Only) 3297 Dated 24/01/2024. Nate:- Higher € I; may be considered for cxperienced and descrving Specialist doctors ss per rules
m ?rléif]:?" r:gtf::gsgfrh?g \t,)ngir?:;::&nleas;a tﬁgoghsirevgsi’\:r(cﬁméﬂ Loan Account No.:- HE01SIM00000108577 Rs. 19/08/2026 & |PROPERTY- All that piece and parcel ' CTC for doctors’ b snder reviss
security in’?lerest s created and/or otr?er assets and properties Borrowers/Co-Borrower:- 1. Anita Chandel W/o | 70,00,000/- | Rs. 70,84,426/- |of land Measuring 150.98 sq. mitrs. .- Wik 1::4 ar ’Tl OFS' IS URGET revision
: : aA; ¥ Dte o ‘Walk=In-lnterview « N0 OR 20 | T hursdas
specified or disclosed under serial number 3A of the original Hamesh }.(umar, 2. Hamesh Kumar.Slo Deepl (Rupees |as 9nj1l08/2026 alongwith entire Istructgre/bundmg <o ol el I"'v.lj
S : : : Ram, R/o: Ambedkar Colony, Sant Niwas, Dhalli, | Seventy | withinterest& |(top to bottom) which exists on land i : o
application without the prior approval of the Tribunal; ) . : Place . NMDC Office (GECYL. H + Bt Barrivakaly Sheihal
: : Shimla 171012, 3. Anita Chandel W/o Hamesh | Lakhs | charge thereon |(except first and second floor) situated e - % KAREICAN, FRONIRSTIY LRSI AL ST RN, D
(v) you shall be liable to account for the sale proceeds realised by sale . " an: v heonrht 40701 %
e i : Kumar, 4. Hamesh Kumar S/o Deep Ram only) atMohal Dhalli Il, Tehsil Shimla(Rural) Raipur (Chhattisgarh) 49201
of secured assets or other assets and properties in the ordinary _ District Shimla. Himachal Pradesh " I3 Wil lnterview’ & 13002028 (Sundey)
course of business and deposit such sale proceeds in the account Also At- HIOUSG No. 8/1, Sant leag, Ambedkar . 1, VIS I'I(? IT d, nimac _a ra esn. &) .I||.. in Il m=lnterview e .\F. { :II::: .|'.I“
maintained with the bank or financial institutions holding security CoIony, Shimla Urban, P.o. Dhalli, Distt Shimla, Himachal Pradesh, 171012. regd. vide sale deed registration no. i : M) AM o 12301
interest over such assets. 5. Anita Chandel W/o Hamesh Kumar, 6. M/s Dx Fast Food Corner Through Its | 695/2024 dated 12-04-2024 and regi- Place :  HR Department, Apollo Health City, Visakhapaimam (AF) 530040
You are also directed to file the written statement with a copy thereof Proprietor (Anita Chanqe!), - . stered mortgage deed registration no. Important Note: For detailed advertisement kindly visit website; www nmde.co.in
furnished to the applicant and to appear before Registrar on Also At- Guddu Mal Building, Sanjauli Chowk, MC Shimla 171006. 954/2025 dated 07-05-2025. Chiel Medical Administrator
17.09.2026 at 10:30 A.M. failing which the application shall be heard Date: 02/09/2026 Authorised Officer : For Cholamandalam Investment
and decidedin your absence. Place: Shimla (HP) / Kaithal(Haryana) / Chandigarh And Finance Company Limited.
Given under my hand and the seal of this Tribunal on this dated
19.08.2026.

Ranjit Avenue, District Shopping
ASSET RECOVERY MANAGEMENT BRANCH (ARMB) . Complex, Amritsar 143001 SALE NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF THE MOVABLE/IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
STATUTORY 15/30 DAYS SALE NOTICE TO GENERAL PUBLIC UNDER RULE 6(2) AND 8(6)/9(1) READ WITH RULE 6 AND 9 OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES 2002 OF SARFAESI ACT 2002

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale ofImmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest EnforcementRules, 2002. Notice is hereby given to the Publicin general and in particular to
the Borrowers and Guarantors that the below described movable/immovable properties mortgaged/charged to the secured Creditor, the Constructive/Physical/Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/Secured Creditor, will be sold on "Asis whereis", "Asis whatis" &
"Whatever thereis" basis on the date as mentionedin the table herein below, for recovery ofits dues due to the Bank/Secured Creditor from the respective borrowers & guarantors. The Reserve Price and EarnestMoney Deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.

ENCUMBRANCES KNOWN TO THE SECURED CREDITORS IN NIL /NOT KNOWN
The Sale will be done through E-Auction Platform provided at the Website: https://baanknet.com on 24-09-2026, 11:00 AM to 04:00 PM

onb punjab national bank ~ SCO- 27, 1stFloor, BBlock, NIl o]

Intending Buyers have to Create User ID and must have minimum EMD Amount in E-Wallet on https://baanknet.com to Participate in Auction

Baanknet Portal Help Desk No. +91 8291220220, support.baanknet@psballiance.com, for guidance on Auction process, Registration status etc.

Contact Detail of Authorised Officer: Mr. Ravinder Kumar Gera (Chief Manager) (M) 73400-67253, Email: cs8186@pnb.bank.in
SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

Name of the Branch A) Date of Demand Notice U/s 13(2) of SARFAESI ACT 2002 Reserve Price Name of the Branch A) Date of Demand Notice U/s 13(2) of SARFAESI ACT 2002 Reserve Price
Name of the Account

Description of the Immovable . Description of the Inmovable :
properties Mortgaged / Owner's B) Qutstanding Amountas on EMD Name of the Account properties Mortgaged / Owner's B) Outstanding Amount as on

Name and addresses of the Name (mortgagers of property(les) C) Possession Date u/s 13(4) of SARFAESI ACT 2002 Bid Increase Name and addresses of the Name (mortgagers of property(les) C) Possession Date u/s 13(4) of SARFAESI ACT 2002 Bid Increase

Borrower / Guarantors Account D) Nature of Possession Symbolic / Physical / Constructive Amount Borrower / Guarantors Account D) Nature of Possession Symbolic / Physical / Constructive Amount

1. | ARMB, AMRITSAR (i) All part and parcel of land measuring 7 13-10-2015 (i) Rs. 10,71,000/- |EA ARMB, AMRITSAR All that part and parcel of Residential 19-07-2024 Rs. 87,00,000/-

e A A NS Marla having 63/1 440 share of murabba|  Rs. 29,92,69,201.38 as on 01-10-2015 + Interest, T e A AV R NI R lHouse Plot no. 17-18, situated at Chand|  Rs. 1,24,67,867.87 as on 30-06-2024 +Interest,

(N A R N2 Y- CEP PN PN, 256 Killa No. 17 (8-0) bakdar (0-7-0) other charges and less recovery if any, till date affected Rs. 1,07,100/- (1) M/s Sartaj Seeds, R Office: Avenue, Fateghgarh Churian Road, other charges and less recovery if any, till date affected Rs. 8,70,000/-
| ; j Seeds, Regd ice: . \

(1) M/s G. H. Agro Products Pvt.[Khewat no. 48, Khatoni No. 125 as per 07-01-2016 Rs. 20,000/ 15-B. Phase 2. Chand Avenue [Amritsar bearing Tite Deed no. 10507 23-10-2024

Ltd., Address: Village WadalalJamabandi for the year 2008-09, Hadbast SYMBOLIC POSSESSION S. 20,000/ Fatehgarh Churian Road, Amritsarjdated 23-12-2009 and Title Deed no. PHYSICAL POSSESSION Rs. 50,000/

Bittewad, Ram Tirath Road, AmritsarN0- 162 of Guru Harsahai Distt. Firozepur Registered in revenue record of Sub Registrar, Guru Harsahai, Ferozepur (i) M/s Sartaj Seeds. Factory 3910 dated 14-06-2007, area measuring 386.60 sq. yards. in the name of Mrs. RanjeetKaur W/o Sh. Jagjit Singh and

(2) Ashok Narula S/o Sh. Ram Nath, [vide Tile deed no. 2881 dated 09-12-2011 in the name of Sh. Ravi Kumar and bounded as East: Jhugi Wale, West: | A qress: Village Nang,al Sohal, [Mr. JagjitSingh Randhawa S/o Sh. Randhir Singh

Address: #1, Ward 9, Meghe Walian S"treet, North: Street South: Shamsher Singh — Ramdas, Ajnala, Amritsar (iii) Sh. Balwinder Singh Randhawa (Proprietor) S/o Sh. Ranijit Singh 15B, Phase 2, Chand Avenue, Fatehgarh Churian Road,
Wali Gali, Guru Harsahai, Distt|(ii) Al partand parcel ofland measuring 5 Marla 7 Sarsai having 104/2448 share of Murabba| jj) Rs, 7,06,000/- |Amritsar (iv) Sh. Jagjit Singh S/o Sh. Randhir Singh (Guarantor/Mortgagor) 158, Phase 2, Chand Avenue, Fatehgarh Churian Road, Amritsar (v) Smt.

Ferozepur (3) Sh. Ravi Narula S/ojno. 256, Killa No. 16 (6-16) Khewat no. 1957/1723 as per Jamabandi for year of 2008-09 of “IRanjeet Kaur W/o Sh. Jagjt Singh (Guarantor / Mortgagor) 15B, Phase 2, Chand Avenue, Fatehgarh Churian Road, Amritsar (vi) Smt. Harminderpal
Sh. Ram Nath, Address: Basti Guru|Guru Harsahai, Distt. Firozepur, Registered in Revenue Record of Sub Registrar, Guru Rs. 70,600/- Kaur W/o Sh. Ranjt Singh (Guarantor), Village Nangal Sohal, Amritsar

Karam Singh, Guru Har Sahai,|Harsahai, Ferozepur vide Title deed no. 141 dated 11-04-2013, in the name of Ravi Kumar &}~ [ - -
District Fergozepur (4) Sh. Arun|boundedas East: Surinder, West: Self, North: Street, South: Plot Rs. 20,000/- L L L S Property 1: Housing Plot no. 16, Khasra J 2002024 (1) Rs. 32,75,000/-
: — . AN A AV R GRER R gZgno- 112//6, 112/7 min measuring 200 sq.| Rs. 4,82,17,527.27 + Interest, other charges w.e.f.
Narula S/o Sh. Ashok Narula, Address: #101, Model Town, Guru Harsahai, Distt Ferozepur (S) Sh. Saurabh Narula S/o Sh. Ravi Kumar Narula, Address: g : ; 31-03-2024 and less recovery if any, till date affected Rs. 3.27.500/-
. : S : ) S T WA D R VNN ERY.CR TV Pk lyards, situated at Chand Avenue, Phase | yIT any, s. 3,27,

Ward No. 5, Basti Guru Karam Singh, Guru Harsahai, Distt Ferozepur (6) Sh. Surinder Narula, Address: #102, Model Town, Guru Harsahai, Distt. IO e T =N LY G PPt 2, Fatehgarh Churian Road, Amritsar 27-06-2024
Ferozepur (7) Smt. Seema Narula W/o Sh. Ravi Narula, Address: Basti Guru Karam Singh, Guruharsahai, District Ferozpur (8) Smt. Sudesh Narula W/o |y Property ID: PUNB088A63420338 b;aaring Title Deed no. 2582 da’ted 27-05- SYMBOLIC POSSESSION Rs. 20,000/-
Sh. Ashok Narula, Address: # 101, Model Town, Guru Harsahai, District Ferozpur (9) M/s Guru Harsahai Foods Pvt Ltd, Address: Faridkot Road, Guru (i) M/s Best Seeds Karnal,[2004in thename ofSh. Lakhwinder Singh S/o Sh. Darshan Singh.

Harsahai, District Ferozpur 152022 (10) Smt. Meenu Narula W/o Sh. Subhash Narula, Address: Plot No. 12, Basti Guru Karam Singh, Guru harsahai, Reqistered Office Add -4 Ph - : : :
District Ferozpur (11) Sh. Pawan Kumar S/o Sh. Ram Parkash, Address: # 11, Nachattar Singh Wali Gali, Moga 142001, District Ferozpur (12) Sh. |xedistered Office Address: 4, Phase Property 2: Double Storey Residential House constructed on Plotno. 4 and 3 min, Khasrano.| (2) Rs. 49,25,000/-
2, Chand Avenue, Fatehgarhf{112/6 min, measuring 202.66 sq. yards, situated at Nangli Byepass, Outside Abadi Preet Rs. 4.92.500/-

Rajinder K S/o Sh. ChuniLal, Add : #424, Ram Tirath Road, Wadala Bitt d, Amrit . . .
ajinder Kumar S/o uniLal, Address , Ram Tirath Road, Wadala Bittewad, Amritsar Churian Road, Amritsar 143001 (ii)|/Avenue (Chand Avenue), Fatehgarh Churian Road, Amritsar, bearing Registered Title Deed

2. ARMB, AMRITSAR (i) Equitable Mortgage of Shop no. 4, 16-08-2022 i) Rs. 4,85,000/- e ; . ; : _ 3

O A =LA Rk e mbearing Khana Shumari no. 129510 1301/1 | Rs. 30,69,305.83 as on 31-07-2022 + Interest, ) - "Af'ézrfsf{/sg?\jdaswgnagi‘naé’ ; :rﬁt(;’;g no. 9565 dﬁted 1O O-ROM, T Sn et Qrel, el dmierer =gl oSl DErE e SIngn Rs. 20,000/

N s A U LA L k2 F Sl and no. 400-401/12, measuring 10.66 sq. | other charges and less recovery if any, till date affected Rs. 48,500/- Road. Tohsil Ainala Amritsér143001 Property 3: Plotno. 1 34, Khasrano. 40//8 min, A_badl Su_raJAvenue, Fatehgarh Churian Road,| (3) Rs. 55,00,000/-
(i) M/S Parul Shawls, 8 94/12. Guru yards, situated at Amritsar Urban, Chowk (i) 29-11-2022 (ii) 10-11-2022 5 i Sh Chanilev it singh S/o Sh Amritsar, area measuring 386.66 sq. yards bearing Registered Title Deed no. 2280 dated 30-|  Rs. 5,50,000/-
Nanak Colony, Néar Bhébana Passian, Ram Gali, Amritsar vide Sale (i) PHYSICAL (ii) SYMBOLIC POSSESSION Rs. 20,000/- Ranjt .Singh (Partner /Guarantorj 04-2013, in the name of Smt. Jaswinder Kaur W/o Sh. Lakhwinder Singh. Rs. 50,000/-
Mandir, Patti, Distt Tarn Taran/deedno. 9959, Bookno. 1, Jildno. 9906, Page 5051 dated 01-02-2007, owned by Smt Monika Mehta Village Nangal Sohal, Amritsar,|[Property 4. Plot Private no. 86-87 min, Khasra no. 64//3/2, 64/13, 64//8, 64//18/2/6 min, (4) Rs. 99,50,000/-
143416 (ii) Sh Pardeep Kumar (i) Equitable Mortgage of House no. 170/2, 284/2 288/2 (Old) and 395/3 (New), Khata no. (i) Rs. 9,00,000/- |Ramdass, Punjab 143603 (iv) Sh. situated at Locality Bhalla Colony presently known as Vrindavan Gardens Extensions, Near
|Mehta S/o Sh Desh Raj (Proprietor /|579/890, Khasra no. 2234 (0-3-143), Gali Jaishi Ram, Patti, Distt. Tarn Taran, Punjab as per Lakhwinder Singh Randhawa S/o[Marwari Mandir, Fatehgarh Churian Road, Tehsil and District Amritsar vide Registered Title|  Rs. 9,95,000/-
Mortgagor) 288/3, Gali Jashi Ram|Sale deedno. 72 dated 08-04-2003, Book no. 1, Volume no. 2559, Page 99/100, owned by Sh. Rs. 90,000/- Sh. Darshan Singh (Guarantor[Deedno. 2019-20/93/1/15279 dated 17-02-2020, measuring 214.91 sq. yards in the name of
Patwari, Patti, Distt Tarn Taran|Pardeep Kumar S/o Sh. DesRaj Mortgagor) House no. 4, Chand[Smt. Kulwinder Kaur W/o Mr. Man jinder Singh. Rs. 50,000/-
143416 (iii) Sh. Aman Malhotra S/o| | Rs. 20,000/ |Avenue, Amritsar 143001 (v) Smt. Jaswinder Kaur W/o Sh. Lakhwinder Singh (Guarantor / Mortgagor) Village Nangal Sohal, Amritsar, Punjab 143603
Sh. Gulwinder Kumar (Guarantor) (Proprietor :- M/S Satguru Overseas) House no. 217, VPO Bhikhiwind, Tehsil Patti. Distt Tarn Taran 143303 (iv) Smt|(vi) Sh. Chandev Jit Singh S/o Sh. Ranjit Singh (Partner / Guarantor) Plot Private no. 86-87, rindavan Gardens Extensions, Near Marwari Mandir,

Monika Mehta W/o Sh Pardeep Kumar (Guarantor /Mortgagor), Guru Nanak Colony, Patti, Distt: Tarn Taran 143416 Fatehgarh Chur_ian Road, Amritsar 143001 (Yii) Smt. Amardeep Kaur W/o Sh. Balwinder Singh__ (Partn_er / Guarantor / Mortgagor) House no. 15-B
i ARMB, AMRITSAR Land and Building measuring 4 Kanal 12 08-03-2018 Rs. 32.25.000/- Fatehgarh Churian Road, Chand Avenue, Amritsar, 143001 (viii) Smt. Kulwinder Kaur W/o S. Man jnder Singh (Guarantor /Mortgagor), House no. 19 A,
AL L PR M arla situated at Village Talwandi Sobha Rs. 33,75,916.04 as on 14-07-2016 + Interest, o Chand Avenue, Near Guru Ram Dass Sanitary Store, Fatehgarh Churian Road, Amritsar 143001

M/s Baba Bidhi Chand Trading|oingh. Tehsil Patti, Distt Tarn Taran ~other charges and less recovery if any, till date affected | Rs. 3,22,500/- 7.| ARMB, AMRITSAR Vacant Plot measuring 1 Kanal 14 Marla 04-06-2025 Rs. 65,25,000/-
Company (Prop.: Mr. Heera Singh), bpunded as East: Ro_ad, .West: Jagir 01-08-2022 Rs. 20.000/- e A A IV A ik kr L b earing Khasra no. 81//25 (6-17), Rs. 98,16,492.78 as on 31-(_)5-2025_+Interest,

Mandi Toot Tehsil Patti, Distt. Tarn[SiNgh and Sh. Kashmir Singh House, SYMBOLIC POSSESSION = (i) M/s Hasrat Agro, Regd. Office situated at Algon-l, Hadbast no. 95, | other charges and less recovery if any, till date affected Rs. 6,52,500/-
Taran 143416 (i) Heera Singh S/o North: Amrik Singh, South: Gali as per following details :- (A) Land area 46/559 share i.e 2 Kanal 6 marla out of 27 érain Market, Algon K<,)thi Tarn TaranBhikhiwind, Tarn Taran, in the name of 11-09-2025 Rs. 50.000/
Harnam Singh, House no. 18, Village[Kanal 19 Marlabearing Khata no. 408/1362 to 1364, Khasrano. 41/11/2(3-14), 2111 (2-0), 41//3/2 (4-0), 4 (7-16), 711 |4 43419 (ii) Mr. Davinder Singh S/o Sh. Amrik Singh S/o Sh. Milkha Singh SYMBOLIC POSSESSION s. 50,000/

Talwandi Sobha Singh, Tehsil Patti, (°-8), 8/2 (3-1), 41//2/1/2 (2-0) as per Sale Deed dated 14-06-2006 Registered vide Deed no. 1336, Book no. 1, {y1r parbara Singh (Proprietor) Algon [Redistered vide Registered Title Deed no. 1331, Bahi no. 1, Volume no. 709, Page no. O dated 29-01-2018 in the
Distt. Tarn Taran 143416 (iii) Volume no. 2822 Page 53/56 in favour of Heera Singh and Sh. Joga Singh S/o Sh. Harnam Singh entered in the fi s Tarn Taran (iii) Mr. Amrik[revenue record of Amritsar and bounded as East: Main Road, West: Property of others, North: Property of others,
Bal tSinah S/oMr. B Singh. [Office of Joint Sub Registrar Patti. (B) Land area 2 Kanal 6 Marla bearing Khata no. 408/1364, 233/901 Khasra no. | i . o : . South: Property of others
AN = 0 r 8998 NN 411121 12 (2-0), 41//911 12 (0-6 Sale deed dated 09-08-2002 Registered vide Deed no. 2015, Book no. 1. | g S/0 Mr. Milkha Singh, House
H. No. 66, Village Jhugian Kalu, (2-0), (0-6) as per wale ceeg caled L9-vo- egistered vide Leed no. » BOOK NO. 1. 0. 26, Sherwood Estate, Mehta Colony, Bye Pass, Amritsar 143105 (Guarantor and Mortgagor)
Tehsil Patti, Distt Tarn Taran 143416 |Volume no. 2517, Page 71 Registered on 09-08-2002 in favour of Sh. Heera Singh and Sh. Joga Singh S/o Sh. - ke - .
Harnam Singh entered in the Office of Joint Sub Registrar Patti ! U U DA - U b 6(0) U - . - UU
Shop no. 388, Grain Shop measuring 07-07-2020 Rs. 25.50.000/- Terms and Conditions: (1) The sale shall be subject to the Terms and Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following
T LA EEEEOEV B O2. 22 sq. yards, Grain Market, Ibban Rs. 21,32,360.16 as on 01-04-2019 + Interest, o further conditions (2) The properties are being sold on, "As 1S WHERE ISBASIS", "AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" and "WHATE VER THERE IS BASIS". (3) The particulars of
. i i other charges and less recovery if any, till date affected Rs. 2.55.000/- the Secured Assets specified in the Schedule herein above have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not
M/s Dash hC AgentiRoad, Outside Gate Bhagtanwala, Opp. 9 yit any, S. 2,55, _ €in abover . _ .
Ps aSShmgskhdom'g!ssLog/ gg?] Satnam Dharam Kanda. Amritsar. in the 17-02-2021 be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation. (4) Any encumbrances over the property/ies is notknown to the Bank / Secured Creditor.
rop. Sh. Sukhdev Sin o Sh. ’ ’ i : ; : :
(Gurtt)aksh Singh), Shop ng. 388 Ney,Name of Sh. Gurbaksh Singh S/o Sh. SYMBOLIC POSSESSION Rs. 20,000/- The Authorised officer or Bank shall not be responsible for any charge, lien, encumbrances or any other dues to the Government or anyone else in respect of the

. . . properties Auctioned. (5) The intending Bidder is advised to make their independent inquiries regarding the encumbrances on the property including Statutory
Grain Market, Bhagtawala, AmritsarShingara Singh vide Documentno. 4270, Book no. 1, Volume no. 11521, Page no. 80-83 dated 30-07-2012 and | i5pjjities arrears of the property Tax, Electricity Dues, NOC *form any department etc. Outstanding Charges/bill for electricity, house tax etc. shail be borne by auction

143001 (i) Sh. Sukhdev Singh S/o/Pounded by East: Road, West: Property of others, North: Shop no. 389, South: Open Plot (Note: This property | purchaser. (6) The Secured Creditor does not any way warrant the, fitness or Quality or liability of the properties being sold. (7) The Sale will be done by the
Sh. Gurbaksh Singh, Village Tera alsomortgaged with M/s Chimma Commission Agent) undersigned through the E-auction platform provided at the Website: https://baanknet.com on 24-09-2026 @ 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. For detailed terms and conditions

Kalan, Tehsil Ajnala, Distt Amritsar 143102 (jii) Gurbaksh Singh S/o Shingara Singh, House no. 36, Khatrai Kalan, Amritsar 143606 (iv) Smt. Harvinder | O the Sale, please refer htfps:/baanknet com (8) Over and above reserve price, Minimum One Bid Amountis Mandatory.
Kaur (Guarantor), House no. 36, Khatrai Kalan, Amritsar 143606 Date: 01-09-2026 Place: Amritsar Sd/- Authorised Officer (Punjab National Bank)
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Take Bishkek
to BRICS

RIME MINISTER Narendra Modi’s address at the 26th
summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation in
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, comes at atime when Central Asia
isdiversifyingits partnershipsin all directions. A region
long shaped by its Soviet past and one that still maintains econ-
omic links with Russia, its five countries are now also looking to
China for trade, investment and infrastructure, and to Iran and
the Gulffor access tothe south, though the ongoing conflict com-
plicates thelatter. The region’s growing strategic importance and
shared security concerns, including terrorism, haveled Indiaand
all Central Asian countries except Turkmenistan, which main-
tains permanent neutrality, to establish strategic partnerships.
This evolving context makes the PM’s visit even more significant.

The PM’s speech focused mainly on two issues: Connectivity
and terrorism. The absence of directland access has constrained
trade and wider economic and cultural engagement. Thereisno
overland access through Pakistan, and Afghanistan’s airspace re-
mains beset by security risks. But connectivity goes far beyond
building roads and railways. At its core, it is about shaping the
economic and strategic geography of Eurasia. India, therefore,
must find ways to expand economic engagement while overcom-
ingthelimitationsimposed by geography. A starting point could
beto focus on products and services that donot depend on roads
— services, digital systems and technological investments. On
terrorism, the Prime Minister is right to call on the international
community to collectively dismantle the ecosystem of terror, in-
cludingits financingand recruitment networks. The reality New
Delhi must recognise, howevet, is that the international political
will against terrorism has weakened. Over the past year, Pakistan
has largely overcome its diplomatic isolation, and it is set to as-
sume the organisation’s rotational chairmanship. In June last
year, SCO defence ministers could not agree on the referencesto
terrorismin theirjoint statement. China possesses greater finan-
cial resources than any other member and is heavily investing in
Central Asian infrastructure as part of the Belt and Road Initiative.
Delhi should therefore place greater weight on its individual part-
nerships with member states.

The agreement with Uzbekistan on the long-term supply of
uranium is a step in that direction. Central Asian countries are
emerging as multi-vector actors. Rather than choosing between
competing powers, they are seeking multiple options toimprove
access to market. India should become one of those options —
and use amultilateral forum like the SCO to advance bilateral re-
lationships. That is a strategy New Delhi should carry forward to
BRICS, as it prepares to host its 18th summit.

Red label for salt, sugar
and fatis agood start

MID RAPIDLY expanding concerns about Indians’

growing consumption of food high in sugar, refined

carbohydrates, salt and unhealthy fats comes the FSSAI

proposal to implement front-of-pack warnings in the
form of red, hexagonal labels on packaged food. Sweetened bev-
erages will carry a separate warning. The proposal comes weeks
after the Supreme Court pulled up the apex food regulator for fail-
ing to move on warning labels. It is a welcome step towards ad-
dressing alarming levels of obesity, particularly among children
— India now ranks second globally, after China, for the number
of children who are overweight or living with obesity.

Given that eating behaviour is complex and influenced by a
number of factors, including gender, economic wherewithal,
awareness and faith-based restrictions, there hasbeen scepticism
about the effectiveness of food warnings. But there is also evi-
dencethat such interventions can change consumption patterns.
For example, Chile witnessed a 24 per cent drop in sugary drink
consumption after it introduced black octagonal warning labels
on packages in 2016. Clarity and legibility are key; a previous
FSSAI proposal to use a health star rating system was criticised
assuchstarsare usually perceived as positive and warning labels
bearingthem have been associated with increased consumption
of unhealthy foods.

The notification and timeline for implementation are still
awaited. Experts have warned that the two-or-more-unhealthy
ingredients threshold in the first of the intended two-phase im-
plementation could leave out products that are high in just one
unhealthy ingredient. There are concerns that the proposed font
size may be too small to be effective. Warning labels, finally, can
only be one part of alarger approach. Addressing the obesity epi-
demic — which exists alongside malnutrition — will require a
broader public-health response that includes raising nutritional
awareness, stronger regulation of junk food and nudges towards
healthier lifestyles. A red label on a packet may not, by itself, make
people eat better, butitisauseful place tostart if it makesit easier
to tell healthy choices from harmful ones.

Football, before
and after Messi

NTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL has lost its grandest experi-

ence, which waswatching Lionel Messi. Time, griefand wear

and tear took their inescapable toll on the Argentine, who

announced hisretirement on Monday through a poston In-
stagram. There is a sense of loss and mourning, because no one
player has had such a vast impact on a major sport’s footprint as
Messi. He scored goals, hatched assists, won trophies and hon-
ours, conquered glory and immortality. But most poignantly, he
embodied the beauty in the beautiful game.

In21yearsat the pinnacle of the sport, he saw the game trans-
form from the preserve of artistes to that shaped by athletes, the
game getting brutally physical, the movements predetermined
in the board-room. But Messi remained as he was when he first
burst through — a shapeshifting genius immune to the changes
around him. Roles, positions, and hairdos changed, but the mag-
nificence of Messi’s game remained untarnished. He came closest
tothesport’sideal asanyoneever has. His genius wassimple and
uncomplicated, football with a frictionless lightness, a compli-
cated game made to look ridiculously simple, a task of merely
finding angles and spaces, precision and perfection, of brush-
stroking the ball with aswish of his left foot to the back of the net.

Whether heisthe greatest of all time isameaningless debate.
Only Messi could measure Messi or gauge the true depth of his
gifts. The two men who could have arguablyjudged his greatness
are dead, Pele and Diego Maradona. The scale of measurable
achievements would not capture the scale of immeasurable ex-
perience that was watching Messi. International football, after
Messi’s departure, will be a less pleasurable feast.

Economy isresilient, theroad

NDIA'S GDP growth of 7.8 per cent in

the first quarter once again exceeded

expectations, continuing a pattern

seen over the past several quarters.

Growth surpassed both the median
forecast of 6.8 per cent by professional fore-
casters and the RBI’s revised projection of 7
per cent. The outperformance underscores
the strength of India’s domestic drivers and
its ability to navigate an increasingly uncer-
tain global environment.

Even amid continuing conflict in West
Asia and weather-related uncertainties,
high-frequency indicators had signalled
strong momentum. Robustindustrial activ-
ity, healthy consumption and strong goods
exports, alongside accelerating government
investment, were the key drivers of growth
in the first quarter of this fiscal.

The residual impact of policy measures
introduced last fiscal year, coupled with con-
tinued support through direct benefit
transfers, also bolstered growth. Such pro-
grammes have expanded steadily, with 17
states now providing cash transfers, pri-
marily to women. The impact of GST rate
cutswas particularly visible in automobiles.
Dealer discounts and higher disposable in-
comes resulting from income-tax relief pro-
vided additional support. According todata
from the SIAM, sales of passenger vehicles,
commercial vehicles and two-wheelersrose
26 per cent, 20.3 per centand 18.3 per cent re-
spectively in the first quarter.

Retail credit growth remained robust
with other personal loans, a proxy for short-
term consumption, growingat14.2 per cent.
Also, households were cushioned against the
sharp rise in crude prices with government

and oil companies absorbing most of it, par-
ticularly in the initial phase of conflict.

That said, as 2026-27 progresses, the
growth-inflation mixislikely tobecomeless
favourable, with growth moderatingand in-
flation rising. Crisil expects GDP growth of 7
per cent and inflation of 5.1 per cent.

The moderation in growth reflectsamore
challenging external environment, marked
by disruptions from the conflictin West Asia,
unresolved tariffissues with the US, weather-
related risks and a strong base effect in the
second half. The two exogenous factors that
worked inIndia's favour last year, low crude
oil prices and a normal monsoon, are un-
likely to provide similar support this year.

Meanwhile, the conflictin West Asia has
disrupted supply chains, increased insur-
ance, freight and input costs, and is likely to
weigh on both global and domestic growth.

Weather-related risks warrant close
monitoring as El Nifio conditions in the
equatorial Pacific intensify. Over the past
25 years, five of the six El Nifio years have
resulted in below-normal rainfall. This
year, cumulative rainfall was 14 per cent
below thelong-period average (LPA) at the
end of August. While rainfall in July was 1
per cent above the LPA, August
recorded a deficit of 16 per cent.
The IMD has signalled below-nor-
mal rainfall in September.

There are, however, some
mitigating factors. India’s net ir-
rigated area has risen by 10 per-
centage points to 59 per cent over
the past decade, improving resil-
ience to rainfall shocks. The
country also holds amplerice and
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As2026-27 progresses, the
growth-inflation mix is likely
tobecome less favourable,
with growth moderating and
inflation rising. Crisil expects
GDP growth of 7 per cent and
inflation of 5.1 per cent

wheat stocks, which should help contain
food price pressures.

Agricultureitselfisbecoming moreresil-
ientasnon-cropactivitiesgainalarger share.
While crop gross value added contracted by
an average 0.5 per cent annually in the five
years to 2023-24, non-crop agriculture,
which now accounts for nearly 40 per cent
of agricultural gross value added, expanded
6.5 per cent annually. Nor is the relationship
between monsoons and inflation straight-
forward. Historical evidence suggests defi-
cient monsoons donotalwayslead to higher
food inflation. Foodgrain stocks, currently
more than twice buffer norms, provide an
additional cushion against price spikes.

Even so, these improvements do not fully
insulate agriculture or the broader economy.
Several crops without buffer stocks, as well
as perishable vegetables, remain vulnerable
toadverse weather. Weak monsoons can also
hurt rabi production by reducing soil moist-
ure and lowering reservoir levels. Agricul-
tural output and food inflation therefore re-
main key variables to watch.

Although headline inflation eased in
July and core inflation remained benign,
upside risks persist. Our base case assumes
Brent crude prices averaging $82-
87 per barrel this fiscal. The unre-
solved conflict in West Asia con-
tinues to keep oil prices volatile.
Higher crude prices typically
translate into slower growth,
higher inflation and a wider cur-
rent account deficit.

Coreinflation, often viewed as
a gauge of underlying demand
pressures, also appears decep-

ahcad will beless forgiving

tively low. Strong demand conditions, ris-
ing fuel costs and other input pressures, re-
flected in near-double-digit wholesale
priceinflation, are gradually being passed
through to consumers.

The automobile sector illustrates this
well. Vehicle prices arelikely torise as manu-
facturers pass on higher coststo protect mar-
gins, while dealer discounts are gradually
withdrawn. Combined with a high base ef-
fect, this should moderate automobile
growth in the second half.

Unlike last year, the balance of risks now
points towards possible interest rate hikes.
Persistent inflationary pressures, coupled
with anunresolved conflictin West Asiaand
weather-related risks, could bring monetary
tightening back into consideration.

Despite the expected moderation in
growth, India’s macroeconomic buffers
remain strong. Foreign exchange reserves
cover more than nine months of imports,
while corporate and banking-sector bal-
ance sheets are in robust health. The
economy remains resilient, but the road
ahead islikely to be less forgiving than last
year. The challenge will be to sustain high
growth in an increasingly uncertain
global environment.

For now, taxrelief and public investment
continue to support activity. The Pay Com-
mission’s recommendations should provide
an additional boost to consumyption when
implemented. Beyond cyclical tailwinds,
sustained progress on structural reforms that
enhance competitiveness will be critical to
maintaining the growth momentum.

Joshi is chief economist, Crisil Ltd

A master plan for Delhi with
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MPD-2047
envisages an
interconnected
Green-Blue
network that
integrates the
Yamuna, the
Ridge, forests,
biodiversity
parks, water
bodies, drains,
neighbourhoo
d parks, and
open spaces
into a unified
ecological
system

REAT CITIES are defined

not only by the infrastruc-

ture they build, but by what

they preserve, restore, and

pass on to future gener-
ations. Delhi is uniquely endowed in both
respects. The Yamuna and its floodplains,
the Ridge, urban forests, biodiversity
parks and neighbourhood greens form
the city’s ecological foundation.

As India advances towards the Prime
Minister’s vision of Viksit Bharat 2047,
Delhi must demonstrate how a growing
metropolis can combine development
with environmental restoration and heri-
tage conservation. The Master Plan for
Delhi 2047 (MPD-2047) provides an op-
portunity to place these principles at the
heart of the Capital’s future

Climate change has fundamentally
rewritten the rules of urban planning.
Rising temperatures, extreme rainfall,
acute water stress, deteriorating air
quality and biodiversity loss directly af-
fect the quality of life.

MPD-2047 envisages an intercon-
nected Green-Blue network that inte-
grates the Yamuna, the Ridge, forests,
biodiversity parks, water bodies, drains,
neighbourhood parks, and open spaces
into a unified ecological system.

For centuries, the Yamuna has shaped
Delhi’s geography, history, and civilisa-
tion. Now, rapid urbanisation has
placed unprecedented stress on its
ecosystem and floodplains. MPD-2047
places the river at the centre of Delhi’s
ecological regeneration. Nearly 1,700 hec-
tares of the Yamuna floodplains are
proposed to be protected, conserved and
ecologically restored.

To tackle pollution at its source,
the strategy focuses on intercepting
and treating drains flowing into the
river through upgraded sewage treatment
infrastructure, constructed wetlands, and
bioremediation. Together, these measures
will restore the river’s ecological health
and natural floodplain functions.

The larger objective, however, goes
beyond environmental restoration. Delhi
must also rebuild its relationship with
theriver. A proposed 52-kilometre cycling
corridor, alongside walking trails, public
greens, and managed recreational spaces,
will reconnect citizens with the waterfront.

Complementing the Yamuna is Delhi’s
other major ecological pillar — the Delhi
Ridge, an extension of the ancient Aravalli
range. MPD-2047 plans the ecological res-
toration of approximately 7,784 hectares
of the Ridge, prioritising native species
and scientific ecosystem management.

Urban forests, biodiversity parks and
ecological corridors will complement this
network. When connected with parks,
water bodies and other open spaces, they
can create a citywide ecological frame-
work supporting cleaner air, cooler neigh-
bourhoods and healthier communities.

Few cities possess a historical legacy
as rich and diverse as Delhi. Its forts,
monuments, stepwells, archaeological re-
mains, historical neighbourhoods and
architectural precincts tell the story of the
many eras that have shaped the city.

MPD-2047 envisages bringing around
1,500 heritage assets under Cultural Re-
source Management Plans, creating asys-
tematic framework for their long-term
protection and sensitive management.
This will help move heritage conservation
from an isolated effort towards a more
structured and integrated approach.

Akey part of this approach is adaptive
reuse. Heritage buildings can be sensi-
tively adapted for museums, libraries, ho-
tels, offices and cultural activities.

The plan also seeks to make conserva-
tion more practical and economically
viable through planning and financial
incentives, including transferable devel-
opment rights (TDR), facade retention
and appropriate relaxation of space stan-
dards by the competent authority, while
ensuring necessary fire and life-safety
requirements. The objective is to ensure
that conservation is not seen as aburden,
but as an opportunity to preserve Delhi’s
identity while giving heritage properties
a sustainable future.

MPD-2047 proposes heritage, cultural
and festival circuits connecting monu-
ments, historic precincts and public
spaces. These can encourage visitors to
experience Delhi not simply as a collec-
tion of individual monuments, but as a
living historical landscape.

The aim is also to create heritage pre-
cincts that remain active beyond conven-
tional visiting hours.

In this way, heritage conservation
can become a powerful instrument of
urban regeneration, tourism, employ-
ment and local economic development,
while preserving the character that makes
Delhi unique.

As India moves toward Viksit Bharat
2047, Delhi must prove that development
and conservation are complementary, not
conflicting. A Viksit Dilli must do more
than grow. It must breathe better, live
healthier, and honour the heritage that
givesitasoul.

The writer is Lieutenant Governor, Delhi

- Solutionfor stubble
ccology & heritage atits centre  liesclosetothefarn
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N A few weeks, Delhi will again begin watching Punjab’s
farm fires. Governments will announce measures and

SHWETA SAINI

farmers will again be asked not to burn paddy straw. But
the economics facing farmers has changed little over the
years: Bulky residue, a narrow window before wheat sow-

ing, and a cost attached to almost every alternative to burning.
What haschanged, however, is the value of parali itself. When
we began working on crop residues, farmers in several locations

were still paying to have straw removed. Today, in parts of Punjab,
the same straw can fetch around Rs 1.5-2 per kg. Demand from
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power plants, CBG units and pellet manufacturers is slowly cre-
ating a market for what was until recently treated as waste.

This raises another question: If parali now has value, where
should that value be created, and how much canremain with the
farmer? Biochar offers one possibility. It is a carbon-rich material
produced by heating biomass under limited oxygen, and can be
made from crop residues such as paddy, maize, cotton and mus-
tard stalks. Roughly 100 kg of dry parali can yield around 30 kg

of char. Applied to soil, it can improve water retention and nu-
trient-use efficiency, while locking carbon away for a century.

Thisdiffers from using biomass only as fuel. Burning recovers
energy but returns much of its carbon to the atmosphere. Biochar
applied tosoil can retain asignificant share while also servingan
agronomic purpose. For Punjab, this matters. Its rice-wheat sys-
temisunder stress from declining soil quality, intensive fertiliser
use, and groundwater depletion. Residue generated by the same
system could improveits soils. The problem is where processing
happens. Parali hastobe collected, baled, stored and transported
within the narrow window before wheat sowing. Long-distance
transport of a bulky, relatively low-value material quickly eats
intoitseconomics. The farmer supplies raw material, while much
value-addition happens after biomass leaves the village.

With biochar, the irony is greater. A farmer may supply the
straw, see it processed elsewhere and later buy back a product
made from biomass originating on farmslike his. Why not, then,
move the technology closer to the straw? India already under-
stands decentralised rural processing. Wheat does not travel 100
km merely because flour requires machinery. The village chakki
places processing close towhere the commodity is produced and
consumed. Paddy residue may need a similar rethink.

We have been developing a village-scale biochar system
around a build-operate-transfer model. A technology provider
initially installs and operates the unit, trains local operators and

Wheat does not
travel 100 km
merely because
flour requires
machinery. The
village chakki
places
processing
close to where
the commodity
is produced
and consumed.
Paddy residue
may need a
similar rethink

ensures quality and emission standards. Over time, the assetand
capability can transfer to an FPO, SHG, or cooperative.

The government does not need to run thousands of such units.
It can provide standards, training, concessional finance and initial
support. Panchayats can help with land and coordination.
Farmers could bring straw to a nearby processing point much as
they bringwheat toa flour mill. Some biochar could return to their
fields; the rest could be sold where markets exist. This changes
the economics. Raw straw travels less, value addition happens
closer to the farmer, and villages are not left with subsidised ma-
chinery nobody knows how to operate. It also changes the incen-
tive toburn. Burning remains quick and cheap where alternatives
involve cost, labour and uncertainty. Enforcement and ma-
chinerysubsidies can help, butbehaviourislikely tochange when
residueitselfbecomesvaluable. Asbiomass markets develop, the
question should be: Where should value from parali be created,
and who should captureit? The answer may lie closer to the farm.

Sainiis CEQ, Arcus Policy Research. Sood is
chairperson, Arcus Serves Foundation
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BidtoblowupbusinDelhi

TWO SUSPECTED terrorists tried to blow up
aDTCbusinthe Capital, leaving an explosive
deviceinabriefcase onthe bus near Kauria
Bridge. Passengers noticed the briefcase

THE EIGHTH non-aligned summit beganin
Harare with a fervent appeal by top leaders
for efforts to end the apartheid policiesin
South Africa. Similar action was suggested

towards achieving ajustinternational econ-

omic order and nuclear disarmament.
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just as the bus was about to start. Police and
experts of the bomb squad rushed to the
spot. The experts defused the device.

T7dieinUS planecollision
AN AEROMEXICO DC-9 airliner and a private

plane collided and crashed in balls of fire
into housesin Los Angeles, killing at least 77
people. Teams of disaster workers spread
out over a blackened square mile of houses
and tree-lined streets, strewn with shoes,
clothing and toys scattered by the airliner.

Judgeamongthree shot

R P Gaind, additional district and sessions
judge, Jalandhar, and two others were
gunned down by terrorists in the past 24
hoursin Punjab.

. Chandigarh
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China, US are in race to connect science
with industry. India must catch up
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BY C RAJA MOHAN

EHIND THE riot of robots run-

ning, dancing and playing at

Beijing’s second World Huma-

noid Games last week is an am-

bitious Chinese project to turn
China into the world’s leading science
power. Thisambition isrooted in President
Xi Jinping’s call to fully mobilise “new
quality productive forces” being unleashed
by the current revolutions in science and
technology. Xi is convinced that China’s
next phase of growth cannot rely on cheap
labour, large-scale manufacturing, infra-
structure and capital accumulation. It must
come from innovation.

Al is central to Xi’s strategy. Beijing’s
objective is to diffuse Al across the physi-
cal economy — robotics, machine tools,
automobiles, biotechnology, materials,
energy, agriculture and scientific research.
China’s manufacturing depth isitsadvan-
tage. Beijing is betting that fusing digital
intelligence with the world’s largest indus-
trial ecosystem will make China the lead-
ing technological power.

For decades, China absorbed foreign
technology, improved it through manufac-
turing and dominated production. It now
wants to move upstream — from adapta-
tion to original discovery. China spent 2.8
per cent of GDP on R&D in 2025; basic-re-
search expenditure rose by 11 per cent. The
manufacturing power now seeks to be-
come a science superpowetr.

The logic is simple: Al accelerates dis-
covery; discovery produces technology;
technology transforms industry; industrial
strength generates national power and gives
Chinaageopolitical edge.

Washington is reaching a similar con-
clusion, coming from the opposite direction.
The Trump administration’sScience: A New
Golden Age, released in July, hasbeen billed
as the first major reset in US science policy
since World War II. It begins by recognising
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Hormuz deadlock

THE IMBROGLIO between the US
and Iran appears to stem from an
inadequate intelligence
assessment by America (‘InUSvs
Iran, allroadslead back to
Hormuz’,IE, September1).
America must go beyond the ob-
jective of neutralising Iran’s nu-
clear threat and reassure the inter-
national community about the
smooth conduct of global affairs.
The possible way out now is not to
pressure Iran over anuclear deal,
butto allow fair play in maintain-
ingits nuclear programme under
IAEA supervision.

Parag Deshmukh, Thane

THE STRAIT of Hormuz presents
asituation similar tothat of the
Suez Canal, which also became
deeply entangled in the Arab-Is-
raeli wars and remained closed for
nearly eight years (‘In US vsIran,
allroadslead backto Hormuz', IE,
September1). The Suez
experience hasshownthatoncea
major waterway becomes a bar-
gaining instrument, restoring nor-
mal navigation requires extensive
diplomatic efforts. The interna-
tional community should build a
stronger multilateral framework
toreinforce the principle of com-
mercial navigation and protect
merchant vessels.

Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh

Meta settlement

META’S $18-billion settlement
acknowledges that social
platforms harm children, yet
avoids addressing the core prob-
lem: Algorithms designed to
maximise engagement regardless
of consequences (‘Meta’s US deal
redraws line of accountability’,
IE, September 1). Two-hour daily
limits and curfews shift responsi-
bility to parents while Meta’s
business model remains
unchanged. Theissueisn’t usage
duration but whether
engagement-maximising feeds
should be the default for young
users. India must learn from this
precedent. Effective regulation
should demand that platforms
prioritise safety over engagement
by default, not burden families
with constant monitoring.

L]

American strengths —itsgreat universities,
laboratories, technology companies and
capital markets. It also acknowledges the
American weakness —the erosion of the ca-
pacity to turn discoveries into production.

Globalisation separated American inno-
vation from manufacturing. Companies de-
signed at home, produced abroad and de-
pended on long supply chains. That model
generated wealth but also vulnerabilities
exposed by the pandemic, China’s rise and
geopolitical rivalry. Washington now wants
toreintegrate the production of knowledge
and manufacturing.

Washington and Beijing see Al not
merely asa general-purpose technology, but
asanaccelerator central tothe production of
new knowledge that in turn will transform
industry. By making discovery continuous
with design and manufacturing, Al-driven
science will transform production itself —
and turn scientific speed into economic
power and geopolitical capability.

China begins with the largest manufac-
turing base and moves upstream into
science. America begins with the strongest
scientific system and moves down-
stream into manufacturing. China
fears dependence on American
technology; the US fears depend-
ence on Chinese production. Both
seek to close the gap between
knowledge and production.

This contest is not about who
unveils the cleverest Al model or
the most sophisticated humanoid.
It is about building the most effec-
tive ecosystem connecting univer-

This contest is not about who
unveils the cleverest Almodel.
Itis about building the most
effective ecosystem
connecting universities,
laboratories, entrepreneurs,
finance, energy, factories,
supply chains and markets

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

sities, laboratories, entrepreneurs, finance,
energy, factories, supply chains and markets.

Where doesthisleave India? Delhirecog-
nises the trend and has launched several
new missions — on Al, semiconductor pro-
duction and quantum technologies. It also
has a draft robotics policy. But two weak-
nesses stand out.

First, ambition and imagination are
concentrated in government declarations
at a time when the private sector con-
tributes more than ever to producing
knowledge in the US and China. Indian
capital rarely articulates a project for
mastering the new forces of production or
a new project for science and basic re-
search. This was not always so. Jamsetji
Tata helped create the Indian Institute of
Science in 1909; the Kirloskars and other
western Indian business families sent their
children to the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology from the 1920s. They recogni-
sed that independent India’s future lay in
mastering modern science. The Sir Dorabji
Tata Trust supported Homi Bhabha in es-
tablishing the Tata Institute of Fundamen-
tal Research, which formed the
nucleus of India’s atomic energy
and space programmes. Indian
capital has sadly retreated from
that tradition.

The Economic Survey 2025-26
puts India’s R&D expenditure at
0.64 per cent of GDP. In compari-
son, China spends about 2.8 per
centand the US 3.5. The World In-
tellectual Property Organisation
estimates India’s total R&D spend

at $75 billion in purchasing-power-ad-
justed dollars, against $786 billion for
China and $782 billion for the United
States. In nominal dollar terms, India will
look even less impressive.

Second, India has not reformed itsscien-
tific institutions. China’s reform era
launched in thelate 1970s by Deng Xiaoping
puttherevitalisation of science and technol-
ogy at the heart of his Four Modernisations.
India’s reform era, beginning in the 1990s,
produced no comparable overhaul.

India and Chinaboth benefited from ac-
cess to American universities that offered
valuable training in advanced sciences for
their vast talent pools. China combined that
opportunity with massive domestic invest-
ment in science and higher education and
incentives for researchers to return. To say
thatIndia’s science sector does not attract tal-
entbackis an understatement.

Ifthe Congress era saw the steady bureau-
cratisation of Indian science, the BJP is ad-
ding cultural nationalism toit. Civilisational
pride cannot make mythology a substitute
for evidence, experiment and scientific
temper. India’s most confident claim should
not be that all modern science was dis-
covered in its past, but that the greatest In-
dian contributions lie in the future.

Equally unfortunate is the Indian ten-
dency to talk tall. Delhi’s radical posturing
ontechnological “self-reliance” in the1970s
and 1980s isolated India from global tech-
nological advances. Today, again, there is
grandiose talk of “technological sover-
eignty”. India must necessarily walk on two
legs: Deepen cooperation with global
science, capital, technology and talent while
building domestic research, industrial and
institutional capacity.

Without reform of the state-led science
system and a massive commitment from pri-
vate capital, Indian industry could well be-
come a subaltern to Chinese and American
science-industrial systemsthat are settobe-
come as breathtaking as the robots we saw
in Beijing last week.

The writer is contributing editor on international
affairs for The Indian Express. Heis a
distinguished professor at the Motwani Jadeja
Institute of American Studies, Jindal Global
University and holds the Korea Foundation Chair
on Asian Geopolitics at the Council for Strategic
and Defence Research, Delhi
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SYED ATA HASNAIN

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi’s pres-
ence at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion summit comes at an unusually conse-
quential moment. The war in Ukraine
continues, the Gulf has been shaken by the
US-Israeli conflict with Iran, and the inter-
national system is searching for anew equi-
librium. Hence, the significance of this SCO
lies most in who is sitting around the table.
PM Modi is there with Russia’s President
Vladimir Putin, Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing, Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian and
the leaders of Central Asia. This is precisely
where Indianeedstobe.

The SCOhasneverbeen an entirely com-
fortable strategic space for India. Yetitisim-
portant. The PM’s bilateral engagement with
Putin covered defence, energy, economic co-
operation and the consequences of conflicts
in West Asia and the Black Sea for maritime
trade. Xi’s presenceis equally consequential
even without a formal bilateral meeting.
India and China are major economies and
neighbours whose interests intersect across
Asia. This is strategic autonomy in
practice: The ability to engage
Washington, Moscow and Beijing
without allowing any one relation-
ship to determine the othetrs.

What makes this summit differ-
ent is Iran. The conflict has shown
how rapidly a West Asian crisis can
acquire Eurasian consequences.
The PM’s meeting with President

That is why Bishkek matters
beyond the SCO communiqué.
The PM’s presence signals that

India intends to remain fully

engaged wherever Eurasia’s

future is being shaped

Pezeshkian carried significance beyond bi-
lateral ties. India emphasised diplomacy,
protection of civilians and freedom of navi-
gation and commerce. For India, Iranis also
ageography. Pakistan denies India overland
access to Central Asia. Afghanistan remains
uncertain. Iran is vital to projects such as
Chabahar and the International North-
South Transport Corridor. After the Gulf cri-
sis, West Asia and Central Asiacan nolonger
be viewed as distinct strategic theatres.

Washington will examine Bishkek for
signs of something larger: Whether China,
Russia and Iran can transform dissatisfac-
tionwith the international order intodurable
institutional cooperation; whether alter-
native financial and connectivity structures
acquire momentum; and where India posi-
tions itself. It would be mistaken, however,
to interpret India’s presence as evidence of
anemerging anti-Western alignment. Itsin-
terests are more complex.

The Central Asian republics understand
this. They have relationships with Russia,
growing economic engagement
with China, and seekwider partner-
ships with other countries. This is
an opportunity for India. Iwas in
Kyrgyzstan in June for the Issyk-
Kul International Forum. Before
that, I received the SCO Secretary
General in Patna. These interac-
tions reinforced that Central Asia
desirestorediscover the region’s ci-

In Bishkek, alesson
from Nalanda

vilisational importance. This offersIndiaan
advantage: Centuries of civilisational fam-
iliarity withouta memory of domination. At
Issyk-Kul, I spoke of what we in Bihar have
begun describing asthe Nalanda Approach.
Ancient Nalanda was a knowledge eco-
system linking scholars and civilisations
across Asia. That principle can acquire con-
temporary meaningthrough university part-
nerships, joint research, scholar exchanges,
historical studies, technology collaboration
and sustained intellectual dialogue.

Indiaand Central Asia are geographically
close but strategically separated. The ab-
sence of direct land access has constrained
commerce, tourism, academic exchange
and human interaction. Chabahar, the
INSTC, air connectivity and new multimo-
dalarrangements deserve greater attention.

That is why Bishkek matters beyond the
SCO communiqué. The PM’s presence sig-
nals that India intends to remain fully en-
gaged wherever Eurasia’s future is being
shaped. Strategic partnerships can secure
India a place at the table, and connectivity
can give those partnerships substance.
India hasthe ability to reconnect with Cen-
tral Asia through knowledge, culture and
civilisational memory. In a world once
again dominated by contests for powetr, that
may prove to be aremarkably durable form
of influence.

The writer is Governor of Bihar

Kriti Sanoninan
ad, meonthe poll
trail, who will tell
us what towear?
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HO DECIDES whatawoman should wear?1Itis

a question that India seems to answer differ-

ently dependingon whether awoman chooses

toreveal more or cover more.I remember fight-

ing my first election in 1996. I would travel
through rural areas campaigning in a kurta churidar, with a du-
pattaloosely draped around my neck. The situation was volatile,
and many people were reluctant to come out because of the fear
of militants. Those who did come were mostly men, especially
young boys, for whom seeinga woman campaigning for an elec-
tion was unusual and highly amusing.

For me, the experience was not always comfortable. My du-
patta would slip from my shoulders, and sometimes the wind
would lift my shirt. Instead of concentrating on what Iwanted to
say, I found myself worrying about my clothes. The next day, I
opened my cupboard and found an abaya thatI had brought back
from Medinaduring Hajj. I put it on, took ascarfto cover my head
and went campaigning.

Imagineif, instead of making that personal choice,Ihad been
forced to go to court to seek permission to wear my abaya and
hijab. I am not advocating hijab for every woman. Quite the
contrary.Ibelieve that every woman has her own understanding
of comfort and freedom. For one woman, covering her head may
provide confidence and freedom, while for anothetr, revealing her
shoulders may do the same. That is my point.

Today, twowomen have found themselves at the centre of two
different controversies. One is being told that her clothes are in-
appropriate for Indian culture. The other was told by a high court
that she could not insist on adding a religious headscarf to her
school uniform. But the two cases raise the same fundamental
question. Who gets to decide what a woman should wear?

The firstisactor Kriti Sanon, whose appearancein ajewellery
advertisement for Raksha Bandhan triggered a social-media
storm. The controversy intensified after actor and BJP MP Kan-
gana Ranaut criticised the advertisement. Sanon responded by
arguingthatthe essence of a festival lies in itsemotions and tradi-
tions, notin the clothes awoman wears. She did not stand alone.
Among others, Rahul Gandhi came to her defence. Eventually,
the jewellery company withdrew the ad.

Then there is Sukaina Rizvi, a student who had completed
Class X at Tagore Public School in Attarsuiya, Prayagraj. She ap-
proached the Allahabad High Court seeking permission to con-
tinue wearing a hijab with her school uniform. The court dis-
missed her plea, holding, among other things, that she had not
placed sufficient material to establish that wearing the headscarf
constituted an essential practice of Islam. Unlike Sanon, Rizvi
did not have celebrities or politicians rushing to defend her
choice. Courts are supposed to be the last resort when citizens be-
lieve their rights have been infringed. When even this last door
closes, one is left asking where a young woman should go. Rizvi
isaround my daughter’s age, and perhaps thatis whyIfound my-
self relating to her dilemma.

The larger issue, however, goes beyond the two women. It
begins when a woman’s clothing becomes a measure of her
morality, character, religion or loyalty to a particular culture.
Sanon’s neckline does not tell us whether she respects Indian
culture. Rizvi’s hijab does not tell us whether she respects her
school, her country or anyone else.

We celebrate women entering Parliament, occupying
boardrooms and becoming pilots, soldiers, scientists, doctors
and judges. We speak about equal opportunities, representa-
tion and independence. Yet we remain remarkably uncom-
fortable with one of the most basic expressions of personal
freedom: Awoman deciding what she wants to wear. We seem
to celebrate women’s choices only when they conform to our
idea of what is acceptable.

The problem is not merely conservative patriarchy. It is also
the increasing politicisation of personal choices involving re-
ligion, clothing, marriage and relationships. Questions that
should ordinarily remain within the sphere of individual liberty
have increasingly become part of political and cultural battles.
The so-called “love jihad” narrative is one example of how the
personal choices of consenting adults can become matters of pub-
lic and political scrutiny.

A woman must have agency over her own body, subject only
to legitimate and constitutionally valid restrictions. This is also
why thejudiciary must be cautious about becoming an arbiter of
personal morality or religious faith. The same principle of equal
treatment should apply when religious practices become contro-
versial, whether the issue concerns places of prayetr, religious pro-
cessions, symbols or practices like animal sacrifices associated
with festivals. Constitutional freedoms cannot become condi-
tional rights, protected when politically convenient and restricted
when they become uncomfortable for those in power.

We do not have to agree with every choice a woman makes.
We do not even have to understand it. But we should defend her
right to make it.

The writer is former chief minister of Jammu and Kashmir
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ON OCTOBER 3, 2023, South Lhonak Lake
in Sikkim burst. A wall of water and debris
tore down the Teesta. Homes vanished. Of-
ficial tallies put the dead at over 50; dozens
more were never found. The flood held the
front page for two days. What did not hold
the front page was the young man in Teesta
Bazaar who lost his house, his insulin, and
his mother’s medical records. The flood re-
ceded. But for six months after the cameras
left, the real disaster was a cold chain that
never returned, a prescription that could not
berefilled, and ahealth system thathad been
counted as infrastructure, not as life.

We have framed glacier retreat as a cli-

Himalayan disaster redraws disease ecology

mate change-related issue. After the latest
disaster in Nepal, it is time to look at it from
ahealth perspective. We know what happens
when the water arrives. We still barely speak
about what happens after it leaves.

Four waves of harm. Wave One: The im-
mediate kill. Drowning, trauma, hypother-
mia. Kedarnath 2013, Chamoli 2021, Sikkim
2023 — deaths were counted. Injuries were
not. Crush wounds. Fractures. Frostbite.

Wave Two: The contamination. Glacial
silt plus sewage plus animal carcasses is a
laboratory for acute diarrhoea, hepatitis A
andE, typhoid, skin infections and leptospi-
rosis. When the primary health centre goes
under, a pregnant woman delivers on the
roadside. Vaccines warm. The outbreak be-
gins after the rescue teams leave.

Wave Three: The invisible disruption.
This is the largest wave, and the least

counted. Himalayan states carry a heavy
load of non-communicable disease. A dis-
aster like thatin Nepal snaps the drug chain.
Insulin needs refrigeration; electricity may
be out for weeks. Dialysis patients are forced
ontojourneysof hundreds of kilometres,and
tuberculosis treatment is interrupted.
Wave Four: The long shadow. After the
Sikkim disaster, clinicians reported old pa-
tients relapsing and new ones arriving with

A disaster like that in Nepal snaps
the drug chain. Insulin needs
refrigeration; electricity may be
out for weeks. Dialysis patients
are forced onto journeys of
hundreds of kilometres
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panic, hyperarousal and the inability tosleep
when rain begins. Children stop going to
school. Farmers watch a field turn into a
stone bed. In the wetlands the flood leaves
behind, mosquitoes appear at altitudes
where they were never a public-health con-
cern. The glacier redraws disease ecology.
Preparedness needstobe rewritten from
a health perspective. First, map the down-
stream health footprint. ISRO and NDMA al-
ready rank dangerous water bodies. Overlay
that map with Health and Family Welfare
data: Primary health centres, sub-centres,
cold-chain points, antenatal caseloads, in-
sulin-dependent patients, dialysis chairs.
Second, treat early warning as a clinical in-
tervention — to lift an oxygen plant, move
vaccines, shift women inlabour, and lockthe
NCD cupboard onto higher ground. Third,
make the hill hospital climate-proof. The Na-

tional Programme on Climate Change and
Human Health must name glacier-related
disastersasa core hazard for Himalayan dis-
tricts. Every district hospital in those catch-
ments needs elevated drug storage, a solar-
backed cold chain, a seven-day emergency
kit for hypertension, diabetes, asthma and
mental-health firstaid, and household safe-
water stock. Fourth, watch for 90 days, not
90 hours. Post-disaster, surveillance should
be syndromic: Diarrhoea, jaundice, wound
infections, breathlessness, distress and new-
onset fever where vectors have new water.
The nextglacier tragedy will ask whether
anyone counted the insulin, the dialysis
chair, thelabour room and the child whostill
startles when the river rises in a dream.

The writer is an endocrinologist and public
health physician based in Mumbai
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HIMACHAL ASSEMBLY SESSION

University amendment Bill introduced

Will curb financial mismanagement,
ensure greater transparency: Sukhu

Saurabh Parashar
Shimla, September 1

CHIEF MINISTER Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu Tuesday intro-
duced the Himachal Pradesh
State Universities (Amendment)
Bill, 2026, in the Assembly, pro-
posing major changes in the re-
cruitment and functioning of
five state universities.

Under the proposed legisla-
tion, direct recruitment of fac-
ulty members in five state uni-
versities will be conducted
through the Himachal Pradesh
Public Service Commission
(HPPSC).

The government said
the move was aimed at curbing
financial mismanagement, en-
suring greater transparency in
recruitment and strengthening
institutional governancein uni-
versities receiving substantial fi-
nancial assistance from the
state.

Theuniversities proposed to
be covered under the amend-

mentinclude Himachal Pradesh
University, established in 1970;
Sardar Patel University, Mandi,
established in 2021; Himachal
Pradesh Technical University,
established in 2014; Himachal
Pradesh Agriculture, Horticul-
ture and Forestry University, es-
tablished in1986; and Atal Medi-
cal and Research University,
established in 2017.

The CM said the objective
was to prevent financial irregu-
larities and ensure that public
funds provided to universities
through government grants
were utilised properly.

The objective of the Bill
reads, “Certain instances of fi-
nancial mismanagement and
lack of financial discipline
have, however, come to the no-
tice of the government. It has,
therefore, become necessary to
strengthen the financial gov-
ernance framework of the State
Universities by providing
greater financial oversight and
accountability. The Bill seeks to
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CM Sukhvinder Sukhu speaks in the Assembly during the monsoon session, in Shimla on Tuesday. ani

provide that the Finance Com-
mittee of every State University
shall be headed by the Secre-
tary (Finance) to the govern-
mentand that all mattersinvol-
ving financial implications
including creation, upgrada-
tion and filling up of posts,
framing or amendment of re-
cruitment and promotion
rules, revision of pay, allow-
ances and other service condi-
tions of employees having fi-
nancial implications, shall be

placed before the Finance
Committee.”

Itstates, “The recommenda-
tions madebythe Finance Com-
mittee shall be considered by the
Executive Council or the Board,
as the case may be, which shall
thereafter submit the same,
alongwith its recommendations
to the Government for consider-
ation and approval. The Bill
further seeks to ensure fairness,
transparency and merit-based
selection in the recruitment of

teachingand non-teaching staff
of the State Universities by pro-
viding that such appointments
shall be made through the Hi-
machal Pradesh Public Service
Commission and the Himachal
Pradesh Rajya Chayan Aayog, as
the case may be, in accordance
with the applicable laws.”

S more Bills introduced

Five more Bills were intro-
duced inthe Himachal Pradesh
Assembly Tuesday, covering

to bring faculty recruitment under

HPSC

amendments related to road
safety in Shimla, GST, war
awards, stamp duty and the
Panchayati Raj system.

The CM introduced the
Shimla Roads Users and Pedes-
trians (Public Safety and Con-
venience) Amendment Bill,
2026, seeking to further amend
the Shimla Roads Users and Pe-
destrians (Public Safety and
Convenience) Act, 2007.

Sukhu also introduced the
Himachal Pradesh Goods and
Services Tax (Amendment) Bill,
2026, proposing further amend-
ments to the Himachal Pradesh
Goods and Services Tax Act,
2017

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Dr (Col) Dhani Ram
Shandil introduced the Hima-
chal Pradesh War Awards
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, seek-
ing to amend the Himachal
Pradesh War Awards Act, 1972.
Revenue Minister Jagat Singh
Negi introduced the Indian
Stamp (Himachal Pradesh Sec-
ond Amendment) Bill, 2026,
proposing further amend-
ments to the Indian Stamp Act,
1899, as applicable to Himachal
Pradesh.

Sikh constable makes history, leads Vancouver cop band at Edinburgh parade

Man Aman Singh Chhina
Chandigarh, September 1

A CONSTABLE in Canada’s
Vancouver Police Department
has become the first turbaned
Sikh drum major to lead the
march at the 2026 Royal Edin-
burgh Military Tattoo, which
celebrates the skills and talents
of military bands and cultural
performers from around the
world, in Scotland.

Constable Sukhvinder ‘Suki’
Singh Sunger of the Vancouver
Police Department led the Van-
couver Police Pipe Band onto
the Edinburgh Castle Espla-
nade.

The Edinburgh Tattoo,
themed ‘A Call to Gather’, ran
from August7to29 and featured
massed pipes and drums from

multiple nations.

Sunger, appearing at the Tat-
tooforthefirsttime, directed the
Canadianband duringits fourth
appearance at the annual spec-
tacle. He wore the band’s tradi-
tional Highland dress - tartan
kilt and accoutrements - paired
with a matching turban rather
than the conventional feather
bonnet.

The Canadian publication
‘Darpan’ mentions Sunger as
being raised in Victoria, British
Columbia. His profile in the
publication statesthat he began
his policing career as a reserve
constable with the Victoria Po-
lice Department before joining
the Vancouver Police Depart-
ment in 2002. He holds a di-
ploma in criminal justice and
has served more than two dec-

Constable Sukhvinder ‘Suki’ Singh Sunger of the Vancouver Police
Department leads the Vancouver Police Pipe Band at the 2026
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo. ROYAL EDINBURGH TATTOO

ades with the Vancouver Police
Department, primarily asatraf-
fic enforcement officer. Sunger
also completed adeploymentas
a United Nations peacekeeper
in South Sudan.

The Vancouver Police Pipe
Band, founded in 1914, isthe ol-
dest continuously serving non-
military pipe band in British
Columbia and functions as the
official band of the City of Van-
couver. Sunger joined around
2018-2019 as its first Sikh
member and first person of col-
our. He initially played tenor
drum and laterincorporated the
Punjabi dhol.

In December 2025, the band
elected him drum major for a
three-year term.In 2019, he took
partintheband’stourofIndiato
mark the centenary of the Jal-

lianwala Bagh massacre. The
group performed at the Golden
Templein Amritsar, Guru Nanak
Dev University,and other sitesin
Punjab. During those concerts,
Sunger switched between the
Scottish tenor drum and the
dhol, including an arrangement
of ‘Sare Jahan Se Accha’. He had
first visited Jallianwala Bagh on
a personal trip in 2004 and later
set a reminder to return for the
100th anniversary.

The band has previously
performed at Buckingham Pal-
ace, the Basel Tattoo, and other
international venues. Social
media coverage of the Tattoo
performances highlighted both
the visual contrast of Sunger’s
turban and beard with High-
land dress and the precision of
the drill.

«IN3YEARS, HIMACHAL
SEES 1,287 RAPE CASES

CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu submits

written reply in Assembly

Total crimes registered: 5,773

&k Thefts:3,481 |

Murder: 309

Murder

Crimes againstwomen: 4,379

Harassment: Murder:
Molestation: 646 65
435 ' Exploitation:
1,915
Rapes: —ts,

1,287

Rapes:1,287

Dacoity: 13 -

HIMACHAL

PRADESH

Kidnapping: 1,970

w Convicted: 9
# Acquitted: 6

Cases subjudice: 233
m Others: 65

l- Pendingin courts: 775 |

Convictions: 66

Districts with mostrape cases

Acquittals: 219 Others: 227

Mandi 187 Shimla 168 Sirmaur 168

SOURCE: DATA TABLED IN HIMACHAL PRADESH ASSEMBLY

| DATAFROM AUGUST1,2023 TO JULY 31,2026

'Two Army jawans missing

after boat capsizes during
training near Yamunanagar

Express News Service
Chandigarh, September 1

TWO ARMY jawans of Special
Forces are reported to be miss-
ingat Hathnikund barrage near
Yamunanagar in Haryana after
their boat capsized in river Ya-
muna during a training exer-
cise on Tuesday.

Army troops belonging to 1
Parachute Battalion (Special
Forces), which is based at
Nahan in Himachal Pradesh,
had reached Hathnikund bar-
rage for a training exercise. A
motorboat deployed for the ex-
ercise reportedly developed a

| technical problem and began

sinking.

The soldiers aboard the
boat, wearing life jackets, re-
portedly jumped into the water
but were carried downstream
by the strong current.

Asourcesaid thattwo of the
soldiers managed to swim to
safety but two others went
missing.

According to Rohtash
Kumar, SHO of Pratap Nagar
police station, they received the
information about the accident
ataround 6 pm. “A search oper-
ation hasbeen launched by the
State Disaster Relief Force
(SDRF) of Haryana as well as
Uttar Pradesh,” he said.
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ACROSS

1Check condition and replace (9)
8 Pole in space; a scene of
much action (5)

9 City investment funds (7)

10 Dress for touring around but
not the north (3,3)

11 The short answer about
foreign capital (6)

12 Giving a signal when
slowing down (8)

15 It was once the talk of India (8)
18 Develop partofa

revolver (6)

20 Reluctantasevertor

eform (6)

21 Tabitha makes a place for
animals and plants (7)

22 A send-off for the

wrongdoer (5)
23 She may suit you (9)

10

DOWN

2 Right toinsist upon (5)
3Isdoneincorrectlyit’s
rumoured (6)

4 Convey by moving
picture? (8)

5 Getin a pie - for this? (6)

6 Perhaps I posted the first
payment (7)

7 Reprimand showing players
one way out (9)

11 Deserters stop at sea
perhaps (9)

13 Nevertheless will not be
content with just part (5,3)
14 Succeed with a will in their
resolve (7)

16 Lot of Arabs (6)

17 Heisorcouldbea
shopkeeper (6)

19 Five sail out in vessels (5)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6082 ACROSS: 1 Cashier, 4 Forum, 7Menu, 8
Affluent, 10 Liberation, 12 Choose, 13 Estate, 15 Depositors, 18 Initials, 19 Rite,
20 Tally, 21 Witness DOWN: 1 Camel, 2 Songbook, 3 Refute, 4 Fellowship, 5
Roes, 6 Mutable, 9 Prosperity, 11 Gasoline, 12 Cellist, 14 Follow, 16 Seeks, 17 Pill

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.

Youdoyourbestworkifyoudoajobthat_____ (5,3,5)
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OK, MOM, HOBBES AND
1 HAVE FORMED A LOBRY.

WE WANT MORE PRINILEGES!

S POSSIBLY WANT ?
.‘H i__.d'

NO RESPONSIRBIUTIES,
NO CARES, NO WORRIES !
WHAT MORE COULD NOW

THE CREDIT
CARDS N QUR

NAMES #

P
- - ] i, P
>,
e MARVIN BY TOM ARMSTRONG
WHAT DID YOU HAVE LET'S SEE... TUNA FISH, A e
FOR LUNCH TODAY? TOMATO AND FOTATO SALAD...
=5 .

J

DIFFICULTY LEVEL 2s
INSTRUCTIONS

To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, every digit from
1to 9 must appear in

columns, in each of the
nine horizontal rows
and in each of the nine
boxes.

SUDOKU 6429

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard;

5s = Very Hard;
6s = Genius
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ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): You might have excellent ideas
about your work, job and health. Quite likely, they'll relate
tofinances. You might need to know how much money you
need ahead of time. Tonight: Money ideas.

TAURUS (APR 21-MAY 21): It's a positive day. The Moon is
in your sign dancing beautifully with Mercury, plus Marsis
in your House of Communications, which makes you men-
tally alert. It'sa good day to teach children. It's also a good
day to make vacation plans, social plans and deal with the
arts, sales and teaching. Tonight: You win.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Some kind of behind-the-
scenes work will go well today. Research would be an
obvious choice. You might pull strings in a way that no one

else knows, perhaps related to a family discussion or home
repairs. You also might have excellent moneymaking ideas.

Tonight: Enjoy privacy.

Explore and learn.

Check your finances.

E0E DB 0

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): You're mentally alert and
on your game today, making this a great day to teach,
write, act, edit, or market your ideas. People will be inter-
ested to listen to you. When talking to a friend or a group,
you'll be convincing. Tonight: Friendships.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): You're noticed today. In fact,
some people will know personal details about your private
life. Meanwhile, discussions about money and earnings will
impress bosses. Tonight: You're admired.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Do something different today.
Shake things up a bit. You might entice afriend ora
member of a group to be your partner in crime. Tonight:

LIBRA(SEP 24 - OCT 23): This is an excellent day for dis-
cussions about how to share or divide something, perhaps
aninheritance. Or you might need to agree on how to share
expenses or something that's jointly owned. Tonight:

SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): Be prepared to cooperate
with others today. Expect a discussion with someone,
especially a younger friend who might have a suggestion
that could affect your future goals. Tonight: Cooperate.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): This can be a produc-
tive day for you. You're mentally bright and clued in,
especially if talking to authority figures. Don't hesitate to
speak up; they will listen. Tonight: Get organised.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Today you're full
of clever ideas, especially related to social outings,
children, vacations, the arts, the entertainment world

and the hospitality industry. Travel plans might be on
the menu. Defend your ideas when talking to partners.

Tonight: Socialise.

§3

AQUARIUS (JAN 21-FEB19): Although you might want to
hide at home today, you will still have clever ideas related
to work, taxes, or debt. Listen to what others have to say
before you respond. Tonight: Cocoon at home.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Thisis a great day to study
and learn something new. Short trips and a chance to see
new places and meet new faces will also appeal to you.

You're full of creative ideas and keen to socialise. Enjoy
your day. Tonight: Aninteresting discussion.

. Chandigarh
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e 3 Shortlisted for Ram temple CEQ Maharashtradoctor who
tcextbo\(l)ek chapter attempted suicide dies
onjudiciary days later; family alleges

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, September 1

THE SUPREME Court on Tues-
day closed suo motu proceed-
ings pertaining to the contents
of the Class 8 NCERT textbook
referring to corruptionintheju-
diciary after it was informed
that the chapter was withdrawn.

A bench comprising CJI
SuryaKant and Justices Joyma-
lya Bagchi and V Mohana said
that the controversial chapter
hasbeen replaced based on the
revisions suggested by an ex-
pert panel constituted by the
Centre. Solicitor General Tu-
shar Mehta informed the SC
that the textbooks with the new
chapter are in circulation.

The SC clarified that a state-
ment recorded in its May 22
order, that the curriculum had
notbeen placed before the panel
at all levels and so could not be
termed a collective decision. It
was hearing a suo motu case
concerning NCERT’s Class 8 So-
cial Science book, which con-
tained “offending” contents on
corruption in the judiciary.

post, announcement likely today

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, September 1

RETIRED BUREAUCRATS are
among the top contenders for
the first Chief Executive Of-
ficer (CEO) of the Shri Ram
Janmbhoomi Teerth Kshetra,
sources said, with the search
committee recommending a
panel of three candidates for
the post on Tuesday.

The names of the three have
not been disclosed. Ahead of
the Wednesday meeting of the
Trust, the three-member com-
mittee submitted its final re-
port after sifting through 5,585
applications.

“Based on its comprehen-
sive evaluation, the Search
Committee has recommended
apanel of three highly qualified
professionals to the Ram
Janmbhoomi Trust. These can-
didates represent the highest
caliber of institutional leader-
ship, management expertise,
integrity and vision required to
serve as Chief Executive Officer

Mamata’s niece found
dead at Birbhum home;

police suspe

Ravik Bhattacharya
& Atri Mitra

Kolkata, September 1

FORMER WEST Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee‘s
niece, Bristy Mukherjee, was
found dead at her home in
Birbhum district, police said
Tuesday. She was the daughter
of the Trinamool supremo’s
maternal cousinand local TMC
leader, Nihar Mukherijee.
Police said the 28-year-old
was found hanging by her
family membersataround10am
on Tuesday on the first floor of
her Kusumba village-based
house in Birbhum. The body has
been sent for an autopsy to the
Rampurhat Government Medi-
cal College and Hospital, and the
Rampurhat police have started
an investigation into her death.
A senior police officer of
Birbhum district police said,
“Primarily it seems to be a sui-
cide case. However, we are con-
sidering every ground of un-
natural death, and a probe is
being conducted.” While the
cause of her death is yet to be
ascertained, her family said the
young woman had been batt-

ct suicide

Bristy Mukherjee, 28, was the
daughter of the TMC leader
from Birbhum Nihar Mukherjee

ling depression for the past few
years and was receiving medi-
cal treatment for the same.

Her father said, “She was suf-
fering from depression for the
last few years. We took her to a
doctor, too. In the morning
when she was not comingdown
from her room, we went up and
saw her hanging from the ceil-
ingfan.” Bristy was also fighting
adivorce case with her husband.

Her mother, Pampa Muk-
herjee, said, “Her marriage did
notwork out. They (her family)
frequently sent her back here.
We had filed for a divorce. We
are shattered now...”

163 Indians rescued from
Nepal so far, says MEA

Express News Service
New Delhi, September 1

THE NUMBER of Indian na-
tionals rescued in the wake of
the devastating flash floods in
Nepal stands at163, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) said on
Tuesday, as India sustained its
relief and rescue efforts.

MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal shared the update on X.
He alsoshared updatesona19-
member specialised forensics
team from India that began
functioning in Kathmandu on
Sunday, aswell asupdatesona

tunnel rescue team deployed in
Chilime.

“Using innovative methods
and improvised floats, the [tun-
nel rescue] team was able to
movedeeperinthe tunnel. Itsef-
forts will continue tomorrow to
try and rescue any individuals
that may be trapped inside,” the
statement said.

“As of 1930 hrs on 01 Sept
2026, number of Indian na-
tionalsrescued: 163 (with the ad-
dition of 5newindividualssince
yesterday). Number of Indian
nationals who have left China
today: 151," Jaiswal posted.

Members of the selection committee and Ram Janmbhoomi Trust
with the final recommendation report, in Ayodhya on Tuesday. pri

of aninstitution of national and
international significance,” said
committee secretary Sameer
Panda. “The Trust will take the
final decision on the appoint-
ment and announce the se-
lected candidate in due course.”

Sources said the name ofthe
CEOQ is likely to be announced
after the Trust meeting on Wed-
nesday. The decision to appoint
a full-time CEO came after alle-

gations of embezzlement of do-
nationsatthe Ramtempleledto
increased scrutiny of the Trust’s
financial management. Eight
accused have been arrested in
the case, while three officials, in-
cluding former Trust general
secretary Champat Rai, have
stepped down from their posts.

The committee had laid
down eligibility criteria: Appli-
cants must be between 50 and

70 years of age, have at least 20
years of administrative experi-
ence, and be willing toresidein
Ayodhya. It also said the appli-
cant must be a “practising
Hindu” with “devotion to Lord
Ram” and should be proficient
in both Hindi and English.

The screening process

The committee said the se-
lection process was conducted
through a multi-tiered evalu-
ation combining Al-enabled
technology with manual as-
sessment. According to a state-
ment from the panel, teams
worked simultaneously across
Delhi-NCR, Pune and Sambal-
pur to screen and shortlist can-
didates in a “rigorous” and
“transparent” process.

After the initial screening,
the names were narrowed
down to 16. They participated
in online interactive sessions
between August 3 and 6, fol-
lowed by face-to-face interac-
tions in Ayodhya on August 11
and 12. The committee said the

Sensors to risk maps, J&K
draws up shield against floods
in the light of Nepal disaster

Arun Sharma
Jammu, September 1

EARLY FLOOD warning sys-
tems at three hydroelectric pro-
jects, a GIS-based multi-hazard
risk atlas, and stronger disaster-
risk planning and regulation —
these are some of the major
measures the Jammu & Kash-
mir government is planning as
part of its early flood warning
systems as it considers ways to
ensure sufficient response time
inthe event of anatural disaster.
Rahul Yadav, Managing Di-
rector of the Jammu Kashmir
Power Development Corpor-
ation (JKPDC), told The Indian
Express that tenders have been
floated for installation of these
early warning systems at the
900-megawatt (MW) Baglihar
hydroelectric project over Che-
nabriverin Ramban district, the
105-MW Upper Sindh hydro-
electric project over Sindh river
in Ganderbal district, and the
37.5-MW Parnai hydroelectric
project built on Suran river near
Bafliaz in border Poonch district.
The decision forms part of
the UT administration’s multi-
pronged strategy to strengthen
disaster resilience after cloud-
bursts and floods in J&K, es-
peciallyinthe Chenab Valley re-
gion. It assumes significance in
view of the large-scale deaths
and widespread devastation
caused by recent floodsin Nepal.
The system will involve
identifying strategic locations
for installing sensors and com-
munication equipment up-
stream of dams and barrages,
providing1-2 hours of response
time, sources said.
Significantly, all three
hydroelectric projects are lo-
cated in mountainous regions
highly vulnerable to flash
floods triggered by cloudbursts,
avalanches and glacial lake out-
bursts at high altitudes.

Ganderbal
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Kishtwar Deputy Commis-
sioner Pankaj Sharma, under
whose jurisdiction the Paddar
area falls, said that after last
year’s Chishoti flash floods, sev-
eral studies were conducted by
experts from the Department of
Disaster Management, Relief,
Rehabilitation and Reconstruc-
tion (DMRRR). While the teams
initially conducted studies on
landslide-prone areas, they later
studied GLOFs. Kishtwar, Doda
and Ramban districts were
placed in the highly vulnerable
category for landslides.

As far as high-altitude gla-
cial lakes are concerned, the
studies have categorised Mun-
diskar lake in the district as
“highly vulnerable”. Sharma
said the Kishtwar district ad-
ministration sent a Rs 35-crore
proposal tothe DMRRR for dis-
aster mitigation measures
nearly a fortnight ago. The work
will start once the DMRRR ap-
proves the proposal.

Jammu and Kashmir has
seen repeated episodes of flash
floods, cloudbursts and land-
slides in recent years, with the
Chenab Valley among the worst
affected. Since June1thisyear,
nearly 35 cloudburst incidents
have been reported across the
UT, with Kishtwar, Doda and
Ramban among the most vul-

nerable districts.

Last year, the Jammu and
Kashmirgovernment, quotinga
scientific study by researchers
from Kashmir University’s De-
partment of Geo-informatics,
had said that five glacial lakesin
the Kashmir Himalayas fall in
the “very high susceptibility”
class for potential glacial lake
outburst floods. Identifying
these lakes as Bramsar, Chrisat,
Nundgol, Bhagsar and Ganga-
bal, it added, as per the study,
their high susceptibility together
threatens over 2,700 buildings,
1Skeybridges, segments of road
infrastructure and one hydro-
electric power plant.

Officialssaid the DMRRR, in
a major push to strengthen dis-
aster preparedness in the UT, is
implementing a five-pronged
strategy across the UT. This in-
cludes creating a GIS-based
multi-hazard risk atlas using
digital terrain and elevation
modelling in vulnerable areas,
enforcingbuilding safety codes,
updating district disaster man-
agement plans and integrating
risk reduction into master plans.

Apart from establishing a
dedicated disaster manage-
ment training institute, it also
intendstosign an MoU with the
Geological Survey of India for
forecasting landslides.

final three candidates were rec-
ommended after a “compre-
hensive evaluation”, taking into
account institutional leader-
ship, management expertise,
integrity and vision required to
head an institution of “national
and international significance”.

The committee comprises
retired Supreme Court judge
Justice Pramod Kohli, retired
Lieutenant General Vishnu-
kant Chaturvedi, and retired
nuclear scientist and former
chairperson of the Shri Saibaba
Sansthan Trust in Shirdi Suresh
Haware. Panda was appointed
its secretary on July 14.

“During the submission of
the report, Treasurer and
Trustee Govinddeo; Trustee
Sant Dinendra Das; Secretary
General and Trustee Krishna
Mohan; Ayodhya District
Magistrate Shashank Tripathi;
Special Invitee Member Di-
nesh; Secretary Jagdish Afle;
and Jagannath Gulve and
Bajrang Bagada were present,”
the statement said.

Firecracker factory
blastin UP: Owner

of illegal unit held

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, September 1

POLICE ON Tuesday arrested
the owner of an illegal fire-
cracker factory in Uttar Pra-
desh’s Kaushambi after an en-
counter, following an explosion
at the unit that killed 11 people,
including eight children, who
lived in the vicinity.
Kaushambi Circle Officer
Shivank Singh said they werein-
formed early Tuesday that the
key accused, Naushad, was in
the Charwa area and was at-
tempting to flee. A police team
rushed to the location and cor-
doned off the area. Police said
Naushad opened fire when he
spotted the team, promptingthe
policemen to retaliate. He sus-
tained a bullet injury to his leg
and was hospitalised. Police said
his condition is now stable.
Aninspector and six sub-in-
spectors have been suspended
so far. The explosion occurred
at the factory on Monday,
which was running out of a
house in Manauri village, lo-
cated on the border of Kau-
shambi and Prayagraj districts.

pressure, seeks SIT probe

Anuradha Mascarenhas
& Apoorva Agashe
Pune, Mumbai, September 1

ON AUGUST 27, Dr Rajendra
Rupnavar climbed an electrical
tower near Sion railway station
and told the police below he was
facing action at his workplace
and had beenremoved from his
job. As fire brigade personnel
persuaded him to come down,
the 28-year-old doctor, who had
travelled from Satarato Mumbai
two days earlier, allegedly at-
tempted tohang himselfoutside
one of Mumbai’s busiest subur-
ban train stations.

He was brought down and
taken to Sion Hospital. Four days
later, he died of cardiac arrest.

The death of the young doc-
tor from a farming family and
his attempt to kill himself out-
side one of Mumbai’s busiest
railway stations are now the sub-
ject of a police probe. His family
hasdemanded an SIT probe. His
brother and colleagues allege
Rupnavar had been under press-
ure after refusingtoissue amedi-
cal fitness certificate required for
a firearm licence, and that his
subsequent suspension and de-
partmental inquiry pushed him
further into distress.

The allegations have also
brought scrutiny on the admin-
istration of the Sub-District Hos-
pital in Phaltan, where Rupna-
var worked as a contractual
medical officer.

His brother Sagar Rupnava-
kar alleged that trouble began on
July 27, when a man identified
by the family as Prasad Konde-
deshmukh allegedly cametothe
Phaltan hospital with abouncer
and soughtamedical fitness cer-
tificate required for obtaining a
gunlicence. Rupnavar allegedly
refused to issue the certificate,
citingtechnical difficulties. “My
brother refused to issue the fit-
ness certificate as there were
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Dr Rajendra Rupnavar

some technical difficulties. The
person threatened him, saying
he was a former minister’s per-
sonal assistant,” Sagar alleged.

Averbal altercation allegedly
followed. Sagar alleged Konde-
deshmukh subsequently ap-
proached Rupnavar’s senior, Dr
Leela Madane, and obtained the
certificate. The nextday, July 28,
Rupnavar was suspended and a
departmental inquiry was initi-
ated against him, Sagar alleged.

For Rupnavar’s family, the
timing of the action was signifi-
cant. They say he believed he
wasbeing punished for refusing
toissue the certificate.

Dr Amol Bansude, amedical
intern at Pune’sSassoon General
Hospital and a friend of Rupna-
var, said he had spoken to him.
“Itold him to forget the episode
and move on,” he said.

Bansude said he had even
asked him to leave the Phaltan
job and come to Pune, where
there were openings at Kamala
Nehru Hospital. “But he refused.
He believed in justice and was
determined that justice be
done,” Bansude said.

Rupnavar came from a poor
family and had worked his way
through medical education,
eventually gaining admission to
Grant Medical College in Mum-
bai. He had been working at the
Phaltan hospital for around one-
and-a-half'years.

NIA court rejects bail plea of J&K man
accused of backing Hizbul terrorists

ArunSharma
Jammu, September 1

DENYING BAIL to an alleged
terror associate booked on
charges of providing food,
shelter and other logistics to ter-
roristsin J&K's Kishtwar district,
an NIA court said Tuesday that
“ifthis yardstick” of delay in trial

“isadopted, byandlarge, noper-
son accused of committing the
offence underthe special enact-
ment could be detained in
prison after the expiry of certain
specified period”.

Hewasarrested bythe NIAin
2021, on charges of providing
food, shelter and logistics to Hiz-
bul Mujahideen terrorists.

Indian national among 12 killed
in Russian air strike on Ukraine

DivyaA
New Delhi, September 1

ONE INDIAN national was
among 12 killed in Ukraine on
Tuesday as intense air
raids from Russia targeted the
capital, Kyiv.

According to sources in the
Indian diaspora community in
Kyiv, the deceased was ident-
ified as Sudarshan Bhabhilala,
40, from Gujarat, who suc-
cumbed to asevere head injury
sustained in the attack.

“We are deeply saddened by
thetragicdeath of an Indian na-
tional in an attack in Ukraine.
The Embassy is in touch with
the bereaved family and ex-

tends its deepest condolences,”
the Embassy said, adding that it
is working towards early repat-
riation of his mortal remains.
Another person, who was
injured was identified as Ga-
nesh Kalleda, 35, from Telan-
gana. He is on treatment for
bleeding in the legand isina
stable condition. The news of
the fatality earlier in the day
came in from President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy, who said sev-
eral residential buildings and
civilian infrastructure have
been damaged in the attacks.
While four were killed in Bo-
ryspil, another 13 were injured,
the Ukraine president stated.
“In Kyiv, astrike on arailway

depotKkilled 7 people. The Kher-
son, Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia,
Kharkiv, Chernihiv, Zhytomyr,
Sumy, and Dnipro regions also
came under attack. Overall, 12
people were killed, among
them an Indian citizen, and
dozens more were injured in
the attack,” Zelenskyy said.
On the sidelines of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
isation (SCO) Summit in Bish-
kek, Prime XIMinister Nar-
endra Modi told Russian
President Vladimir Putin on
Monday that the war in
Ukraine needed to end for hu-
manity's sake and that New
Delhi would support every
peace effort to stop the fighting.

.o 10 OF 22 PEOPLE REPORTED MISSING FROM UTTAR PRADESH AFTER NEPAL'S AUGUST 26 FLOODS HAVE MADE IT HOME

‘People rushed onto streets, calls failed’s How 4 from UP made it home from Nepal

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, September 1

FOR 23-YEAR-OLD Ashutosh
Mani Upadhyay, his first flight
was also his way out of flood-hit
Nepal. He had travelled to
Nepal just two months ago to
work as a junior pipeline fitter
at a factory in Rasuwa district.
But before he could settle
into his newjob, he found him-
self being evacuated by heli-
copter along with five other
Uttar Pradesh residents.
Rasuwa was among the
worst-hit areas, though Ashu-
tosh said he was away from the
area when the floods struck.
“There was a sense of fear and
uncertainty everywhere in
Nepal,” herecounted. “Iwastold
toboard a helicopter that would
take usto asafer place. I was ex-

cited because I had never
travelled by air before. The flight
lasted afew minutes butIwill re-
member for the rest of my life.”

The six were flown to a can-
tonment area, where they com-
pleted the necessary formal-
ities before hiring a vehicle to
travel to Gorakhpur in Uttar
Pradesh. Ashutosh reached his
hometown of Mureri Gadwa
village on Monday.

For families across Uttar
Pradesh, the wait for news from
relatives stranded in Nepal has
begun to ease.

The Uttar Pradesh Relief
Commissioner’s emergency
helpline received calls about 22
people whose families had lost
contact with them. Families of
10 of them have since told auth-
orities that their relatives are
home and safe, an official said.

Some were evacuated with
the help of the Nepal govern-
ment and officials stationed
there, while others made their
own way back. The Indian Ex-
press spoke to those who made
it home about the fear, uncer-
tainty, and scramble to get out
of the country.

‘Iwas afraid borders
could be sealed’

Krishna Pratap Singh, 45,
had travelled from Aligarh
to Nepal on August21insearch
of work. Five days later, the
floods hit.

“Iwasterrified after hearing
that a large number of people
had been killed and property
damaged just a few kilometres
fromwherelwasstaying. There
was a huge rushin Kathmandu,
with people from outside the

Photos of unidentified bodies in Kathmandu, Tuesday. TasHi ToBGYAL

city struggling to find away back
home. There was no local gov-
ernment official or organisation
to help us,” said Singh, who
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works in the wood business.
He said he tried to contact

his family but couldn’t reach

them. “I decided to return...

The family with whom I was
staying also pressured me to go
home. Iwas also afraid that the
borders could be sealed.” Singh
said Nepalese authorities later
flew him to the India-Nepal
border, from where he travelled
by road and entered India.

‘Comeback home

immediately’

On August 27, when Raj
Kumar Gautam, 44, finally
managed to call his family in
Maharajganj from Kathmandu,
they had only one thing to tell
him: Come back home im-
mediately. Gautam had been
workingwith alocal contractor
involved in making wooden
furniture in Kathmandu for the
past year. He has been travel-
lingto Nepal for work regularly
for the past two decades.

He said panic had spread
across Nepal after reports of
flooding and widespread dam-
age emerged.

“There was widespread
chaos. Phone calls were not
going through and even the
WiFi was not working. I knew
my family would be worried,
and I was desperately trying to
contact themto tell them thatI
was safe.” Gautam said people
had rushed onto the streets,
desperately looking for any
possible way to leave Nepal. “I
somehow managed to find a
vehicle carrying other passen-
gers and made my way to Ma-
harajganj via Bihar,” he added.

“When 1 finally reached
home, my three daughters and
son surrounded me, relieved to
see meback,” said RajKumar, a
resident of Jagannathpur vil-

lage in Maharajganj.

‘His cellphone had
been stolen’

For Deepak Gupta’s familyin
Bareilly, the fear began when his
phone stopped connecting. The
33-year-old travels to Nepal for
Six to seven months every year
to sell artificial jewellery and
gemstones sourced from Delhi.
HewasinKathmanduwhenthe
floods hit. “We became worried
when we could not reach him
on his phone,” said his elder
brother, Vijay Gupta.

The next day, Deepak man-
aged tocall. “He said his phone
had been stolen amid the rush
and panic. He was in Kath-
mandu,” said Vijay. “I asked
him to return home immedi-
ately. He came back two days
ago along with four others.”

. Chandigarh
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INS Nipun: Key
boost to India’s
deep-sea abilities

The INS Nipun diving support vessel. x/@INDIANNAVY

Sushant Kulkarni
Pune, September 1

THE INDIAN Navy commissioned INS Nipun, the
second diving support vessel (DSV) of the Nistar class, in
Mumbai on Monday. The vessel will strengthen the West-
ern Naval Command’s deep-sea diving, underwater in-
tervention and submarine rescue capabilities.

Whatisa DSV?

A DSVisaspecialised platform that allows anavy to
sustain complex underwater operations for extended
periods, particularly in deep and challenging watetrs.

Naval operations often require divers and specialised
teams to inspect, repair, recover or intervene around
ships, submarines and other underwater assets. A DSV
provides the diving systems, medical facilities and sup-
port needed for such missions, reducing dependence on
shore-based facilities, and enabling quick response to
underwater contingencies. The Navy undertakes exten-
sive diving operations in the Indian Ocean Region for sub-
marine rescue, underwater inspection, testing or salvage,
and recovery of objects, ships or aircraft lost at sea.

Earlier, the Navy operated Russian-origin submarine
rescue vessels and relied on a mix of shore facilities along
with specialised diving units and suitably equipped naval
vessels. But these lacked the multidomain operational ca-
pabilities and ability of long deployments at sea. In 2018,
the Navy signed a contract with Hindustan Shipyard Ltd,
Vishakhapatnam, for construction of two DSVs, the first of
which — INS Nistar — was commissioned in July 2025.

‘Mother ship’

Admiral Krishna Swaminathan, Chief of the Naval
Staff, said at the commissioning ceremony of the 9,000-
tonne vessel: “Nipun adds specialised capability to sup-
port complex underwater operations and respond to
emergencies in one of the most demanding and mysteri-
ous environments known to the world.”

Nipunisinstalled with dive equipment and can
undertake deep-sea saturation diving — this denotes op-
erations where divers live under pressure for long
periods to work deep underwater. “A side diving stage
has also been provided for undertaking diving
operations. The remotely operated vehicles further en-
hance the ship’s operational capabilities by facilitating
diver monitoring and salvage operations,” the Navy said.

Nipun also serves as the “mother ship” for deep sub-
mergence rescue vessels (DSRVSs) “to evacuate personnel
in case of an emergency on a submarine”, the Navy said.
Currently, India has two DSRVs. Nipun has a self-
propelled hyperbaric lifeboat — a pressurised lifeboat
that can independently evacuate divers and diving com-
pression chambers. It can help in recovering of damaged,
sunken or stranded ships and equipment.

Maritime preparedness

“For anavy operating across the vast Indian Ocean Re-
gion, the ability to sustain specialised underwater oper-
ations at seais animportant part of preparedness. This is
particularly relevant to submarine operations, where an
accident or technical emergency can quicklybecomea
race againsttime,” aretired Navy officer, who has served
onsubmarines, told The Indian Express.

For India, thisissignificant as underwater capabilities
become increasingly important to maritime security.
“Theinduction of indigenous DSVs also means the Navy
isbuilding and sustaining specialised expertise and
equipment domestically, while strengtheningits ability
to provide submarine rescue assistance to regional
partners,” said the retired officer.
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THE PERMANENT Court of Arbitration,
adjudicating on a dispute raised by Pakis-
tan on the Indus Waters Treaty, has passed
two more orders against India. It has ruled
that India’s decision to put the Treaty in
‘abeyance’ was “not permissible under the
Treaty or other applicable rules of interna-
tional law”, and therefore the Treaty —
which governs the sharing of six trans-
boundary river waters between the two
countries — remained “fully in force” and
India continued to be bound by it.

The Court also directed India to halt
construction work at the Ratle Hydroelec-
tric Project, as requested by Pakistan, till
the technical dispute over it is settled.

India has not been participating in this
arbitration process, underway for four
years, having maintained that the Court
was constituted in violation of the provi-
sionsofthe Treaty. A neutral expert had al-
ready been appointed to adjudicate on the
same issue, and the Treaty does not allow
parallel resolution processes on the same
dispute. As such, India said the Court
lacked legitimacy, and did not appoint its
two arbitrators on the Court.

The Court went ahead with its proceed-
ings with two arbitrators appointed by Pak-
istan, and three ‘umpires’ nominated by in-
stitutions mentioned in the Treaty.

India’s rejection

India’s reaction to the two orders on
Monday was on expected lines. “This so
called Court was constituted by the World
Bank in patent breach of the terms of the
Treaty and India categorically rejects its so-
called award... India’s decision to hold the
Indus Waters Treaty in abeyance remainsin
force,” the Ministry of External Affairs said.

The two set of rulings on Monday hap-
pened to be the fourth ‘award’ from the
Court of Arbitration, set up in September
2022, to adjudicate on objections raised by
Pakistan over the construction of a couple
of hydropower projects in Jammu and Kash-
mir. All the ‘awards’ have, unsurprisingly,
gone in favour of Pakistan. In its earlier
‘awards’, the Court has, among other things,

e LEGAL

e THREELEVELS OF DISPUTERESOLUTION INTHETREATY

Any ‘question’ over the interpreta-
tion or applicability of the Treaty
has to be addressed first by the
Permanent Indus Commission,
comprising the Indus Commis-
sioners of the two countries.

Ifthey are unable toresolve the
‘question’, a ‘difference’ is deemed
to havearisen.

If the nature of the ‘difference’is one
of the 23 different specified kinds,
this can be referred to a neutral
expert.

If the nature of the ‘difference’

is something other than the 23
specified types, itis considered to
have become a ‘dispute’, which
needs to be adjudicated by a
Court of Arbitration.

The Court of Arbitration also comes
into the picture if the neutral expert
decides that the whole matter, ora

part of it, should be treated as a ‘dis-
pute’, or if both the parties decide on
this route at any point of time.

Inthe present case, there was no
agreement between the two Com-
missioners to treat the ‘difference’ as
a‘dispute’. Nor was there arecom-
mendation from a neutral expert that
it needed to be treated as a ‘dispute’.

COURT OF ARBITRATION
AnIWT hearing at the Court of Arbitration, The Hague, in April.

Also, the World Bank had set up a
neutral expert at India’s request.
Setting up a Court of Arbitration on
the same issue was about instituting
aparallel process, whichis not
allowed in the Treaty. It could also
lead to the absurdity of the two pro-
cesses producing differentand irrec-
oncilable decisions.

declared itself to be competent enough to
adjudicate on the matter, rejecting India’s
arguments to the contrary made in a letter
to the World Bank in December 2022, and
also held that its decisions were final and
bindingupon the parties. India hasrejected
allthe earlier ‘awards’ asand when they were
made, the last one in May of this year.

With Monday’s order, the Court has
likely finished its work, having addressed
all the issues raised by Pakistan.

The Court has no meansto getitsorders
enforced, and therefore, its orders will not
bring about any material change. For Pak-
istan, however, the Court orders are very
significant. It is almost sure to use these at
every relevant international forum, and
also to drive up hysteria against India
within the country. These orders are key for
it to explore further legal options at the in-
ternational level.

Road ahead for Pakistan

The best case scenario for Pakistan
would be to get the UN Security Council to
pass aresolution against India, framing its
dispute over the Treaty as a security issue.
It has been working towards that aim, and
isalmost sure to take ashot atit during the
remaining four months of its tenure as a
non-permanent member of the Security

The treaty

Under the Treaty,
‘Eastern Rivers’
of the Indus
system — Sutlej,
Beas and Ravi —
are for India.
Pakistan gets
water from the
‘Western Rivers’
— Indus, Jhelum,
and Chenab.

The Treaty
allows India
limited use of
Westernrivers
too, but this has
not been possible
because of
Pakistan’s
objections to
anything India
builds onthem

Council. Another alternative would be to
get the Security Council or the UN General
Assembly to refer the matter to the Inter-
national Court of Justice.

These are far-fetched scenarios, how-
ever, and unlikely to play out as per Pakis-
tan’s desires. India has much greater clout
atthe UN, and can get such moves scuttled.

Besides these efforts, the other option for
Pakistanistotry and create a narrative paint-
ing India as someone that does not respect
international law or abide by treaty provi-
sions. This is something that Pakistan is al-
readyindulgingin, and the efforts are almost
certaintointensify. India, besides creatinga
diplomatic counter-narrative, is preparing
to fight the legal battle, if it becomes necess-
ary. It is not that India does not have a legal
case, and itisconfident thatit can defend its
decision to put the Treaty in abeyance.

Road ahead for India

India’s main focus is on expeditious
completion of the projects that will allow it
to make full use of its rights on the three
western rivers —Indus, Jhelum and Chenab
— allocated to Pakistan under the Treaty.
The Treaty’s provisions allow India to make
limited use of these waters, but this has not
been possible because of Pakistan’s repeated
objectionsto anything India triestobuild on

these rivers. India is pursuing eight infra-
structure projectson theseriversin Jammu
and Kashmir, worth Rs 50,000 crore. At least
one of them, seeking to divert waters from
the Chenab to the Beas, goes beyond the
provisions of the Treaty, which does not
allow inter-basin transfer of waters.

For India, the Indus Waters Treaty is as
good asdead. ‘Abeyance’isdeliberately being
used tokeepitvague, since thereis no provi-
sion to terminate or suspend it unilaterally.

Thatisthe reason why India disengaged
from the neutral expert process last yeat,
which was set up on its own request. India
continues to share hydrological data with
Pakistan, but only through its high com-
mission in Islamabad, and not through the
Permanent Indus Commission set up
under the Treaty. Continuing to participate
in the neutral expert process or sharing in-
formation through the Permanent Indus
Commission could be seen as utilising the
provisions of the Treaty, which could be
contrary toits position that it does not exist.

India has also suggested that the two
countries renegotiate the Treaty. But Pak-
istan realises it is unlikely to get a deal as
good as the current one. Also, India is al-
most sure to insist on a strictly bilateral
agreement, without the need for any third
party like the World Bank, which Pakistan
is unlikely to agree to.

Sharing without a Treaty

The deadlocklooks unresolvable in the
foreseeable future. The transboundary
rivers between India and Pakistan are most
likely to continue flowing without any for-
mal agreement on sharing of waters. There
are hundreds of instances across the world
of transboundary rivers not governed by
any water-sharing agreement. India shares
rivers with each of its other neighbours —
China, Bhutan, Nepal, Bangladesh and
Myanmar — and most of these have no for-
mal water-sharing arrangement.

Keeping the Indus Waters Treaty in
‘abeyance’ does not mean India has
stopped the flow of river waters to Pakistan.
It cannot do that even if it wanted to. Pak-
istan continues to receive the river waters
asearlier. It would continue to get that even
after India completes all the projects on the
western rivers. Though the per capita water
availability has gone down due to popula-
tion pressures and climate change, the
Indusriver system still has sufficient water
to cater to the needs of the people living in
its basin in India and Pakistan.

Distinguished jurist: The unused route to appoint an SCjudge

Amaal Sheikh
New Delhi, September 1

DECADES AFTER the Constitution came
into force, one route to becoming a Su-
preme Court judge has never been taken.
Ataconvocation address on August 30, Su-
preme Court judge Justice Ujjal Bhuyan
pointed to Article 124(3), which allows the
appointment of a “distinguished jurist” as
a Supreme Court judge, and called it an
“unused mandate” of the Constitution that
“needs our serious attention.”

Hesaid that having a distinguished jur-
ist on the bench would “diversify the
Bench” and that they “would not remain
constricted by narrow technicalities
thereby beingin a stronger position to deal
with public law issues.” He said the “par-
ticipation of...legal academia and scholars
would have a defining impact on the judi-
cial functioning of the Supreme Court.”

What the Constitution states

Article 124 sets out how the Supreme
Courtisconstituted. Article 124(3) lists who
canbeappointed asajudge, ie., a citizen of

Indiawho has either served as a High Court
judge for five years, practised as an advo-
cate for ten years, or “is, in the opinion of
the President, a distinguished jurist.”

The first two routes are how the court
has always been staffed. Most judges have
been elevated from the High Courts, while
asmaller number of lawyers have been ap-
pointed directly from the Bar. The most re-
centwas Justice V Mohana, recommended
by the collegium in May 2026 and swornin
the following month. The third category,
the appointment of distinguished jurists,
has simply never been used.

Article 217 lays down the conditions for
the appointment of a High Courtjudge. The
42nd Amendment, enacted during the
Emergency, added a provision allowingthe
appointment of a “distinguished jurist” as
a judge of the High Court. However, the
provision was eventually repealed by the
44th Constitutional Amendment.

Where the clause came from

The clause was added during the Con-
stituent Assembly debates on May 24,1949,
after HV Kamath moved an amendment

Appointinga
judge: 3ways
® The Constitution
sets out who can be
made aSCjudge:a
citizen of Indiawho
haseither servedasa
HCjudge for 5 years;
practised as an advo-
cate fortenyears; or
‘is, inthe opinion of
the President, a dis-
tinguished jurist’.

® Thefirsttwo
routes are how the
court has always
been staffed. The
third route has never
been used.

saying the pool of candidates shouldn’t be
“necessarily confined to Judges or Advo-
cates.” He said that India needed a way to
bring in “men or for that matter, women
who are possessed of outstanding legal and
juristic learning,” even if they had never
practised law. He pointed out that judges of
the International Court of Justice at The
Hague are chosen on similar terms.

B R Ambedkar didn’t object to the idea
itself. His only hesitation was over the word
“distinguished”, and he wondered whether
“eminent” would be abetter fit. He, however,
left the final call to the Drafting Committee.
The amendment eventually went through.

Who qualifies & why no one has

Justice Bhuyan offered two possible ex-
planations for why the clause remains un-
used. “The firstis that earlier in the view of
the central government and thereafter of
the collegium, there is not enough depthin
the Indian academia to be considered for
elevation as a judge of the Supreme Court.
The second is that both the central govern-
ment and the collegium have not seriously
explored this provision thus far,” he said.

A “distinguished jurist’ is generally
understood to be anyone engaged in seri-
ous work in the practice, teaching or re-
search of law, including those who do not
require courtroom experienceto fit the de-
scription. But this interpretation runs into
aseparate problem in India, where the Bar
Council rules generally prevent full-time
law teachers from practising law.

A further complication is the process of
Supreme Court appointments itself. Ap-
pointments today are initiated through the
collegium system, meaning that a jurist
would first have to be recommended by the
Supreme Court collegium before the ap-
pointment goes to the government.

In an interview in 2015 with LiveLaw,
Upendra Baxi recalled being addressed as
“Judge Baxi” by a professor, who had been
told by Justice P N Bhagwati that Baxi
would be made a judge within a few
months. That appointment never materi-
alised. Addressing the matter, Baxi said that
“the Presidents of India have been looking
with a telescope and have not found any jur-
ist worth appointing as a Supreme Court
Judge” and thus called it “a dead issue.”

® NEPAL DISASTER

Why risk-monitoring in the Himalayas is like looking for ‘needles in haystacks’

EXPERT EXPLAINS

AUSTIN LORD
SENIOR FELLOW AT STIMSON CENTER

THE FLOODS in Nepal have raised fresh
questions about how well the Himalayas
are prepared for rapidly evolving and cas-
cading climatic and geological hazards.
Austin Lord, a Senior Fellow with the
Energy, Water and Sustainability Program
atthe US-based non-profit thinktank Stim-
son Center, hasbeen closely examiningthe
region’s evolving hazard landscape. In an
interview with Nikhil Ghanekar, Lord dis-
cusses the sequence of events, the risk of
‘hazard constellations’, and the lessons the
disaster holds for Nepal and the wider Hi-
malayas. Edited excerpts:

What was the trigger and sequence of
the Nepal flood?

The present consensusis that the initial
trigger was a glacial detachment that in-
cluded bedrock on the northern slopes of
Langtang Lirung, a7,000-plus-metre peak
in the Langtang range.

The exact triggering process is not en-
tirely understood. That could be related to
climate-related risks or gradual shifts at the
site. Preliminary analysis indicates there
may have been some minor movement of
the glacial mass in the weeks or months be-
fore the event, followed by a tipping point.

Once it failed, it swept down through a
gully toward the Lhende River, which
reaches the Chinese border. The source
area was around 5,200 metres, so the flow
descended a couple of thousand metres. It
deposited a mixture of ice, rock and sedi-
ment, creating a temporary natural dam
that blocked the river.

There is still debate about how much
water came from the glacier itself, from the
melting of entrained ice, and from water
that accumulated behind the landslide
dam. The dam failed and sent amajor pulse

of water downstream. The event reached
the Chinaborder in roughly nine minutes.
Footage from the Gyirong border facility
shows a massive dark wave containing not
just water but a large volume of material.

The border facility was at a confluence
with another tributary, the Gyirong River.
The flow then continued downstream.
Within seconds of hitting the Chinese fa-
cility, it was already moving back into
Nepal. There was no realistic opportunity
for people at the facility to warn commu-
nities downstream; many of those who
could have generated an alert were them-
selves swept away.

The flow then destroyed dams and
hydropower projects downstream, re-
cruited additional sediment, and swept
through villages along the river corridor.

The event continued into Nuwakot dis-
trict and affected larger market towns in
the floodplain. These affected areas are
well beyond the 100-year or S00-year
floodplain. This was a thousand-year-plus
flood event, with significant impacts ex-
tending more than 100 kilometres down-
stream. The flood pulse also registered at

the India-Nepal border.

The larger issue is the increasing fre-
quency and intensity of cascading hazard
chains. We have seen this in Chamoli; Sik-
kim, with the South Lhonak GLOF (glacial
lake outburst flood); and in Nepal with the
Melamchi disaster. Climate risks are inter-
acting with and amplifying other disaster
risks. These events are becoming more fre-
quent and more intense.

Was the failed glacier identified asa
vulnerable site?

Several places around Nepal have been
identified as high-risk areas for glacial de-
tachment and surges. There are glaciers
immediately on the other side of Langtang
Lirungthat are high-priority research sites.

But this particular location had no red
flags. Even now, we are examining whether
changes could have been detected in the
daysleading up to the event, but that would
still require knowing where to look.

Monitoring every glacier and every
mountainside that could collapse is like
looking for needles in haystacks. You need
some signal to separate from the noise.
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That is why remote sensing and satellite-
based analysis are important, but different
satellite tools answer different questions,
and you have to know where to look. To
know where to look, it’s important to en-
gage local communities. Of over a dozen
extreme events in the Himalayas over 10
years, almost all came from unknown
places, except the South Lhonak GLOF
which was a known risk.

We are beginning to identify patterns,
but there is no training dataset from the
Alps or Norway that can simply be trans-
ferred to the Himalayas. The Himalayas
have their own context and significant data
scarcity and data sparsity.

What is the broader lesson for India,
Nepal and the Himalayas?

The kind of mapping exercise under-
taken by India’s Home Ministry and space
agencies (to monitor glacial lakes and ha-
zards) is an absolute necessity. It providesa
baseline. Nepal does not have the samelevel
of resources, and although some mapping
hasbeen done, it is not as comprehensive.

Once you have those maps, you can

begin hazard zoning and modelling. But
the key is monitoring.

Remote sensing and satellite imagery
are one part of the triangle. The second is
fixed station networks — hydromet and
seismic stations. The third is localised
monitoring,.

You need to engage local governments,
disaster managers and Community Dis-
aster Management Committees. They can
collect local data, report landslides and
monitor impacts after storms.

You also need people who are immersed
in these environments. Yak herders and
fishermen can notice changesinrivers, gla-
ciers and glacial lakes. Oral histories with
elders can reveal smaller avalanches, gla-
cial-lake floods and other events that
science has not recorded, helping identify
potential hotspots.

When you combine the station net-
work, remote sensing and localised moni-
toring, you have a better chance of detect-
ing changes and distinguishing the signal
from the noise that tells you where tolook.

FULLINTERVIEWON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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OIL IMPORTS FROM VENEZUELA JUMPED 60.2% IN AUGUST

Russian oil imports fell 26% in Aug
amid supply pressure, China factor

India’s total oil imports in August stood
at 4.62 million bpd, down 8.4% from
July’s 504 million bpd

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, September 1

INDIA’S OIL imports from
Russiain Augustdeclined 26%
from the historic highs in the
previous month amid tighter
Russian export availability as
well as stronger competition
from Chinese refiners, accord-
ingto provisional tanker data.

Maintenance shutdowns
atafewIndianrefineriesalso
likely contributed to lower
crude intake.

The fall in Russian vol-
umeswas the primary reason
for the over 8% decline in In-
dia’soverall oilimportsin Au-
gust. Notably, though, oilim-
ports from Venezuelatouched
their highest monthly levels
since2020. With the US allow-
ing Caracas’s oil to flow into
the global market, India re-
started imports of Venezuelan
oil a few months ago after
nearly a year of zero imports.

According to vessel track-
ing data from commodity
market analytics firm Kpler,
India imported 2.08 million
barrels per day (bpd) of Rus-
sianoilin August, down 26.3%
from July’s record levels of
2.82 million bpd.

India’s total oil imports in

August stood at 4.62 million
bpd, down 8.4% from July’s
5.04 million bpd. Moscow’s
share in New Delhi’s crude
dietdeclinedto45%in August
from 55.9% in July. According
to Kpler, the shift points to
market normalisation rather
than astructural retreat from
Russian crude, with flows ex-
pected tostabiliseat2.0t02.5
millionbpd in the foreseeable
future, which suggests that
Russian oilislikely toremain
the mainstay ofIndia’soilim-
ports.The import volumes,
however, may come under
some pressure duetothe evol-
ving energy market condi-
tions with Russia’s ability to
export more being con-
strained and intensifying
competition for Russian bar-
rels from China.

“Russia is exporting less
crude both to India and over-
all,justasChinaiscompeting
more aggressively for avail-
able cargoes. The question for
the coming months is there-
fore whether August repre-
sents a temporary retreat or
the start of a period in which
Russian barrels become
scarcer, costlier and harder for
Indianrefinerstosecure,” said
Abu Dhabi-based energy ana-
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lyst Natalia Katona. Ukrainian
attacksonRussia’soiland gas
infrastructure is a key reason
forthe pressure on Russian oil
exports. Attacks on export
infrastructureinthe BlackSea
havebecomeatangible threat
to navigation of energy
tankersin the region.
Freight economics are
incentivising avoiding the
Black Sea routes altogether,
according to Katona. For in-
stance, moving a Suezmax
tanker from the Black Sea port
of NovorossiysktoIndia’s west
coast now costs about $20 mil-
lion, or roughly $20 per barrel,
compared with about $13 per
barrelifthe tanker starts from
the Baltic Sea ports. But dis-
patches from the Baltic Sea

After Q1 surprise, economists
hike FY27 GDP growth outlook

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, September 1

THE RESERVE Bank of India’s
(RBI) GDP growth forecast of
6.7% for 2026-27, made on Au-
gust 5, is looking increasingly
conservative, with economists
making sharp upward revisions
to their predictions after Mon-
day’s blockbuster 7.8% growth
print for April-June.

Ranging from 20 basis
points to 80 basis points (bps),
the growth upgrades made by
economists on Monday and
Tuesday have been such that
the consensus number is now
7.2%, up from 6.7% earlier, ac-
cordingto estimates of 10 econ-
omists. Their forecasts are now
in the range of 6.9-7.5%.

GDPgrowth hasbeen higher
than 7% in the last three years:
7.3%1in2023-24,7.2%in 2024-25,
and 7.8% in 2025-26. A full-year
growth print of over 7% in 2026-
27 would make it four years in
arow.

According to ANZ econ-
omists Dhiraj Nim and Sanjay
Mathur, the April-June growth
number “marked the 12th con-
secutive quarter of positive sur-
prise relative to market expecta-
tions”. While the RBI had
forecast 7%, market economists
were closer t07.3-7.5%, with only
asmall number predicting that
growth could be as high as 7.8-
8%. However, even those who
predicted such a high number
have made asharp upward revi-
sion to their forecast for 2026-27
as a whole. Soumya Kanti

Ghosh, State Bank of India’s
Group Chief Economic Adviser,
hasraised his forecast by 70 bps
to 7.3%, having predicted that
growth may come in at 8% in
April-June. “GDP growth has
continued tosurprise on the up-
side,” said Upasana Chachra
and Bani Gambhir, economists
at Morgan Stanley, in a note.
Accordingtothem, the strength
in manufacturing and invest-
ment activity “aligns with our
view of India being on the cusp
of a capexup-cycle”.

“The stronger-than-ex-
pected April-June data, along-
side the robust tracking data for
July-September so far, point to
sustained growth momentum.
Against this backdrop, we raise
our FY27 real GDP growth fore-
cast to 7.3% (from 6.7%),” they
said. Those who didn’t raise
their growth forecasts admitted
there is an upside risk to their
predictions. However, some
chose to keep their powder dry
keeping in mind an expected
slowdown in the second half of
the year and the risks to the
growth outlook.

Forinstance, ICICISecurities
Primary Dealership’s econ-
omistsled by A Prasanna —who
retained their forecast of 7% —
see five risk factors for growthin
the next three quarters: an unfa-
vourable base effect, crude oil
prices, any impact on agricul-
ture growth and rural demand
from sub-par rains, and the hit
to India’s exports from weaker
foreign demand due to tighter
financial conditions.

Inthe same vein, they expect
the RBItoalso consider interest
rate hikes, as signalled by the
central bank’s officials in the
minutes of the Monetary Policy
Committee’s August 3-5 meet-
ing.

“Fiscal policy choices will
also be crucial. In case the gov-
ernment chooses to stick to the
fiscal deficit target, and given
the front loading on the capex
growth front, there could be
marginal headwind to demand
from that side as well,” they
added. As per the RBI’'s own
forecast, GDP growth is seen at
6.4% in July-Septembetr, 6.5%in
October-December, 6.8% in Ja-
nuary-March 2027, and 7.3% in
April-June2027. The RBI's MPC
will next meet October 5-7,
where the central bank is ex-
pected to raise its own predic-
tion of growth this year.

“The strong GDP data
should bolster the MPC’s confi-
dence on growth, and sharpen
itsfocusoninflation,” Nomura’s
Sonal Varma and Aurodeep
Nandi said.

“The key question is
whether stronger growth will
lead to more demand side infla-
tionary pressures — which have
been absent thus far, despite the
surge in input costs.”

Data released earlier this
month showed headline retail
inflation inched up to 4.45% in
July from 4.38% in June - the
second month in a row it was
above the RBI’s medium-term
target of 4%. FULL REPORT ON
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ports carry their own risks, as
Russian tankers sailing
around Europe face detention
or seizure by European
countries.

“That has encouraged
greater use of the Northern
Sea Route (NSR), for which
Augustand September arethe
peak traffic monthsevenina
normal year due to the thin-
nesticelevels. With BlackSea
drone threats adding to the
pressure, Russian exporters
are sending more vessels
through the route, logically
making China the most cost-
competitive destination,” Ka-
tonasaid.

Competition for Russian oil
from Chinahas picked updue
toafewmore factors, whichin-

cludelower Russian oil exports
as Moscow has been trying to
maximise domestic refinery
production to meet domestic
fuel demand amid Ukrainian
attacks on its energy infra-
structure, and the fall in Ira-
nian oil volumes available to
Chinese refiners amid the
Strait of Hormuz crisis.
India’scrudeimport strat-
egy has shifted sharply since
March 2026 as Strait of Hor-
muz disruptions tightened
West Asian oil flows and in-
creased freight risks. Russian
crude remains the backbone
of India’s import slate, while
refiners have diversified ag-
gressively towards African,
North American, and South
Americanbarrelsto offsetthe
dropinsupplies fromthe Gulf.
Interestingly, oil imports
from Venezuela in August
jumped 60.2% over July to
350,000 bpd, the Kpler data
shows. With the US capturing
Venezuela’s then president
Nicolas Maduroearly January,
Trump had said that Washing-
tonwould take control of Cara-
cas’soilsector. Afterthat, afew
commodity traders were auth-
orised by Washington to sell
Venezuelan oil globally, which
had been under US sanctions.
About40% ofIndia’scrude
importsusually came through
the Strait of Hormuz, and a
large partofthat supply hasef-
fectively been offline.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman met US Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent on the sidelines of the G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank
Governors meeting, in Asheville, on Monday. x/@FINMININDIA

Current account deficit
widens to $4.2 bn in Q1

ENS Economic Bureau
Mumbai, September 1
INDIA’S CURRENT account
deficit (CAD) widened to $4.2
billion, or 0.5% of GDP, in the
first quarter of 2026-27, from
$3.4 billion, or 0.4% of GDP in
the corresponding quarter a
year ago, according to data re-
leased by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI).

The modest wideningin the
CAD came primarily on the
back of a sharper merchandise
trade deficit. The merchandise
trade gap increased to $86.1bil-
lion in Q1 2026-27, compared
with $68.9 billion in Q12025-26,
reflecting the continued press-
ure from India’simport bill, the
central bank said.

However, the impact of the
wider trade deficit was partly
offset by stronger earnings
fromservices and higher remit-
tance receipts.

Net services receipts rose to
$51.6 billion during the quarter
from $479 billion a year earlier.
Services exports increased
year-on-year across major seg-
ments, including computer ser-
vices, other business services
and transportation services,
the RBI said.

The primary income ac-
count also provided some re-
lief. Net outgo on the account,
which largely reflects invest-
ment income payments, de-
clined to $10.5 billion in Q1
2026-27 from $13.3 billionin the
year-ago quarter, it said.

FOREIGN ASSETS DISCLOSURE SCHEME
Concernsrise over high fee
on ESOPs, small investments

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, September 1

® Asalariedindividual had
invested Rs 90,000 in stocks
listed in the US, now trading
at a loss. The money transfer
was part of the annual in-
formation statement (AIS) of
thepersonsincometaxreturn
(ITR)but hedid notdiscloseit
separatelyinthe Schedule FA
(foreign assets). Underthe new
scheme, he will have to pay Rs
1lakh upfront for disclosing
the loss-making investment.
® An employee with a foreign
company operatingin India
had the vesting details of his
employee stock ownership
plan (ESOP)as partofhis sal-
ary, but had not declared it
separatelyintheSchedule FA.
HehastonowpayRs1lakhjust
asdisclosurechargesunderthe
new scheme.

When the government pro-
posed the foreign assets dis-
closure scheme in this year’s
Budget, the intent was well
specified —to address “prac-
ticalissuesof small taxpayers
like students, young profes-
sionals, tech employees, relo-
cated NRIs” among others.

However, the disclosure
window, Foreign Assets of
Small Taxpayers — Disclosure
Scheme (FAST-DS),launched
on August16,hasnow resulted
indoubtsand questionsasin-
dividuals face high fees and
penalties. The problem is
more acute for salaried indi-
vidualswho have received re-
stricted stock units (RSUSs) or
ESOPs, and not reported them
before. Even for cases where
there hasnot been any actual
gain, the employees will now
berequired to pay Rs1lakh for
disclosure underthescheme,

JioHotstar starts
servicein
Canada, UK,
Singapore

ENS Economic Bureau
Mumbai, September 1

JIOHOTSTAR HAS an-
nounced its international
launch in the UK, Canada and
Singapore, marking the
streaming platform’s expan-
sion beyond India and its push
to become a global entertain-
ment platform.

The launch will offer audi-
ences in the three markets
accessto JioHotstar’slibrary of
more than 160,000 hours of
content across over 12
languages and multiple genres,
the company said.

The platform said its inter-
national offering would com-
bine Indian entertainment with
personalised recommenda-
tions, interactive features, flex-
ible subscription options and a
user-focused product experi-
ence. For audiences in the UK,
Canada and Singapore, JioHot-
star will bring television, films,
regional programming, non-fic-
tion, children’s content and
anime under one platform. The
serviceisaimed primarily atthe
South Asian diaspora, while also
seeking to attract a wider inter-
national audience interested in
diverse languages, stories and
cultures, it said.

which is being seen as too
steep an amount by many.
“The ESOPs are part of my sal-
ary,justthatIdid notdisclose
itseparately earlier. Asking for
Rs1lakhasanamountforonly
disclosureistoohigh,” theem-
ployee with the foreign com-
pany cited above said.

Changeinstatus

Experts said that the
change in status from a non-
residenttoanIndianresident
needs to be taken note of by
theauthorities, especially for
cases where salaried em-
ployees took ESOPs from their
global companies. “Many of
them were non-resident In-
dians (NRIs) then and were
laterdeputed toIndiaand be-
came Indian residents. They
did notdisclose the old details
earlier and are disclosing it
now. After disclosure, you get
the notice sayinghow did you
acquire it? The NRIs have
turned intoresidents, thathas
to be taken note of,” a top
executive with an asset man-
agement company said.

ESOPs are key salary com-
ponents in many sectors, es-
pecially in tech sector, star-
tups and foreign companies.
The scale of ESOPs in India’s
netoutflows canbeseen from
the sharp rise of the flows
under “financial derivatives
(otherthanreserves)and em-
ployee stock options” of the
Balance of Payments (BoP)in
recent years. In 2025-26, this
figure stood at just under $24
billion, up 8% from a net out-
flow of around $22 billion in
2024-25. However, it rose
sharply in 2024-25, almost
tripling from nearly $8 billion
in 2023-24. Many employees
are considering filing an up-
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dated return for such
anomaliesrather than disclos-
ing under the scheme, with
greater scrutiny going ahead
beingone ofthe key concerns.
When asked, tax officials
pointed out that the Black
Money (Undisclosed Foreign
Income and Assets) and Im-
position of Tax Actdoesn’t rec-
ognise updated returnsforin-
come that was never before
taxed ordisclosed. “Soevenif
the updated return is filed,
he’ll still be liable to tax and
penalty under the Black
Money Act. That’s why it is
bettertodiscloseunder FAST-
DS. There is no intention of
more scrutiny for such declar-
ations,” anincome tax official
said.

‘Disproportionate
penalty’

The scheme has two cat-
egories: i) undisclosed and
never-before-taxed foreign in-
comeorassetoutsideIndiaup
toRs1crore;ii) assetup toRs
S crore outside India, which
was already offered to tax or
wasacquired under non-resi-
dent status, but not declared
properlyintheITR.Underthe
first category, an assessee
needs to pay 30% of fair mar-
ket value of assets or undis-
closedincomeastaxand 30%
as additional income tax in
lieu of penalty, while for the
second category, the disclo-
sure feeisRs1lakh. The ques-
tionisalso of materiality —the
maximum amount of error
allowed inthefinancial state-
ments before they are con-
sidered wrong. Experts
pointed out that if the
amounts are not significant
enough, the penalty of Rs 1
lakh looks disproportionate.

India’s factory
growth at 5-year
low in August

Bengaluru:India’s manu-
facturing sector expanded
atits slowest paceinfive
yearsin August as demand
remained soft, leadingto
joblosses for the first time
inmore than twoyears, a
survey showed.

The HSBC India Manufac-
turing Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI),
compiled by S&P Global,
fell to 52.8 in August from
53.5in July, slightly lower
than a preliminary
estimate 0f 52.9. APMI
reading above 50.0
indicates growth in activ-
ity. New orders rose at the
slowest pace since August
2021. REUTERS

* MARKETS

August gross GST
mop-uprises 15%
toabout Rs 2L cr

New Delhi: Gross GST collec-
tions rose 14.8% year-on-
year to about Rs2lakh crore
in August, driven by
domestic transactions as
well asimports. The August
GST collection figures,
comingaday after the offi-
cialdatashowed a7.8%
growthin GDP duringthe
June quarter of FY27, show
thateconomic activity and
consumption continued to
bestronginthe second
quarter aswell despite the
tariff headwinds and the
West Asia crisis. Revenue
from domestic transactions
rose 9.3%toover Rs1.371akh
crore, while that from
importsjumped 29%. PTI
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e THE OPERATIONAL FRAMEWORK NOTIFIED ON MONDAY PUTS CHIP DESIGN AT THE FRONT OF THE NEW SEMICONDUCTOR MISSION

Semicon 2.0: How India aims to build a domestic chip design ecosystem

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, September 1

THE CENTRE’S Rs 1.27 lakh
crore Semicon 2.0 programme
haslaid out a three-part push
tobuild domestic chip-design
companies, offering govern-
ment-backed support for
developingstrategic semicon-
ductortechnologies,commer-
ciallyviable chips,and getting
those products deployed in
the market.

Theoperational framework
notified Monday puts chipde-
sign at the front of the new
semiconductor mission.

Ofthe programme’s six pil-
lars and 10 categories, its first
pillar is entirely focused on
design, with separate tracks for
chipsrequired fornationaland
strategic priorities, commercial

semiconductor products, and
adeployment-linked incentive
for newly developed chips.

Thedesign push seekstoad-
dressakeygapinIndia’ssemi-
conductor ambitions. While
the country has emerged as a
major global base for
chip-designengineers,
much of this work is
currently done for
multinational semi-
conductor companies.

Semicon2.0seeksto
build more Indian-owned in-
tellectual property and fabless
semiconductor companies —
firmsthatdesign andsell chips
while outsourcingtheir physi-
cal fabrication.

Boosting chip design

The first track is aimed at
semiconductor technologies

L.

considered important for na-
tional security and critical in-
frastructure. The government
willidentify IP, chips, systems-
on-chip (SoCs) and modules
thatitwantsdeveloped, includ-
ing building blocks for com-
pute, memory, radio fre-
quency, power,
networkingand sensors.
Asecond trackis meant
forcommercial chip-de-
sign companies.

Here, the govern-
mentwill provideaccesstoex-
pensive electronic design auto-
mation tools, multi-project
wafer fabrication services, IP
cores, compute subsystems
and post-silicon validation fa-
cilities. Start-ups and MSMEs
can receive milestone-linked
seed funding of up to Rs 15
crore, or 50% ofthe project cost,

The design push seeks to address a key gapin India’s semiconduc-
tor ambitions. REUTERS

whichever is lower. The gov-
ernment can also make equity
co-investmentsalongside ven-
ture capital and private equity
investors. Largereligible com-
panies can opt for royalty fi-
nancing, underwhichtheywill
pay 5% ofthe netrevenue from
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thesupported productuntil 1.5
times the government assis-
tance hasbeen recovered.

For this commercial cat-
egory, eligibility has also been
widened to companies owned
and controlled by Overseas
Citizens of India (OCIs), pro-

vided they are incorporated
and headquartered in India
and maintainasignificant op-
erational and manpower pres-
ence here. The IP and associ-
ated design and development
files will have to remain in
India.

“I'was also glad to see that
the scheme hasthistimebeen
opened up to companies
owned by Overseas Citizens of
Indiawhichisaverygood deci-
sion, since theybringrich glo-
bal experience that will help
create truly advanced design
companiesinIndia,” said Arjun
Malhotra, co-founder of HCL
and chairperson of the EPIC
Foundation.

Helping Indian chips
find buyers

Semicon 2.0 also intro-

ducesaseparate deployment-
linkedincentive, aimed atthe
next problem after success-
fully designinga chip: getting
customerstoadoptitatscale.

Eligible semiconductorIP,
chipsand SoCslaunched after
the scheme’s announcement
will receive areimbursement
equivalent to 9% of their net
sales for five years.

The benefit is capped at
Rs 30 crore per application
and Rs 120 crore for a com-
pany, including its group en-
tities, across multiple prod-
ucts. This is particularly
relevant for young fabless
companies, which can face a
hurdle convincingelectronics
manufacturerstoswitch from
established overseas semicon-
ductor supplierstoanewly de-
veloped Indian chip.

Broader ecosystem

Theschemeisalsoaimedat
fillinggapsacrossthe semicon-
ductor supply chain. Com-
paniessettingup semiconduc-
tor-equipment R&D facilities,
plants manufacturing wafers,
photomasks, photoresists, sub-
strates, chemicals and gases,
testing facilities, or units pro-
ducing semiconductor equip-
mentand components can re-
ceive 30% capital expenditure
support. Equipment manufac-
turers will additionally get a
production-linked incentive
that declines from 10% to 2%
over five years on the value of
their bill of materials sourced
domestically. Large silicon
wafer fabs will be eligible for
40% capex supportt.

FULLREPORT ON
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— = SCOdeclaration: Doublestandards 3’215 S ore
e INfight against terror unacceptable chori Aayog keep

THE RSS centenary celebra-
tions appear to have put
Sangh’s global outreachinto
overdrive. As Mohan Bhag-
wat addresses gatheringsin
the USand Canada, RSS
mediaand communication
head Sunil Ambekar has
reached the UK ahead ofthe
Sangh chief’s September
visit. Ambekar will take
questions fromthe pressata
briefingin London on Sep-
tember 4. Bhagwat’s UK visit
isbeingbilled as partofa
“global civilisational dialo-
gue”, with engagements
planned with intellectuals,
policymakers, think tanks
and community organisa-
tions. Earlier this year, RSS
general secretary Dattatreya
Hosabale, too, undertook an
international outreach tour
coveringthe UK, the USand
Germany as part of the cen-
tenary celebrations.

Meeting Mystery

DURING THE last meeting of
the INDIA blocinJune, all
parties had decided to meet
every two months. It was
alsodecided that the next
meeting of the bloc will be
heldin Hyderabadin
August. Several topleaders
oftheblocarelearnttohave
waited for asignal fromthe
Congress for the meeting.
Congress sources say ameet-
ingofthe Oppositionbloc
may be held sometimein Se-
ptember, but thereisstillno
clarity on date and venue.

Pat on the Back

DURING AN inspection of
the Shivpurirailway station
in Madhya Pradesh, Union
Communications Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia praised
an RPF official for risking
hislife tosave a 35-year-old
woman passenger from fall-
ingonto the tracks while
tryingtoboard amoving
train. Amid cheers and ap-
plause from passengers and
security personnel, Scindia
lauded ASI Birendra Tiwari
and presented hima
customary pearl necklace,
expressing gratitude for
putting his own safety at
riskto save acitizen’slife.

Centregivesnodfor
NSD campusinBihar

Patna: Bihar CM Samrat
Choudhary on Tuesday said the
Centre has approved the estab-
lishment of a National School of
Drama (NSD) campus in the
state. “The state government is
taking steps to provide suitable
land for the campus and bear
50% of approved construction
costasitsshare,” hesaid.  PTI

Member States reaffirm commitment to
combat terror, separatism, extremism

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, September 1

STRESSING THAT “double
standards” in the fight against
terror are unacceptable, leaders
at the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) on Tuesday
called on the international
community to combat terror-
ism, includingthe cross-border
movement of terrorists.

This is part of the ‘Bishkek
Declaration’ adopted by India,
Pakistan, Iran, Russia, China
and the Central Asian countries
inthe SCOgrouping. The declar-
ation is important since India
hasalways maintained that Pak-
istan is responsible for cross-
border terrorism in the country.

On terrorism, the joint dec-
laration stated: “Member States,
reaffirming their firm commit-
ment to combating terrorism,
separatism and extremism, em-
phasise the inadmissibility of at-
tempts to exploit terrorist, sep-
aratist, and extremist groups for
selfish purposes. They recog-
nize the leading role of sover-
eign states and their competent
authorities in countering terror-
ist and extremist threats.”

“Member states consider at-
tempts to discredit government
bodies and structures of SCO
member states unacceptable.
They emphasize that such ac-
tions are contrary to interna-
tional law and undermine the
principles of sovereign equality
of states and non-interference
in internal affairs enshrined in
the UN Charter.”

“Member States strongly
condemn terrorism in all its
forms and manifestations, em-
phasize that ‘double standards’

inthe fightagainst terrorismare
unacceptable, and callonthein-
ternational community to com-
bat terrorism, including the
cross-border movement of ter-
rorists, with the UN playing a
central role by fullyimplement-
ing relevant UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions and the UN Glo-
bal Counter-Terrorism Strategy
in accordance with the UN
Charter and the principles of in-
ternational law, in order to
jointly combat all terrorist organ-
izations,” the declaration said.

On the war between US-Is-
rael and Iran, the Bishkek Dec-
laration said: “Member states ex-
press deep concern over
developments in the Middle
Eastand around Iran. They reit-
eratethe SCO’s previously stated
position condemning military
strikes on the territory of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, which
haveresulted in numerous civil-
ian casualties and significant
damage to the country's econ-
omy.”

“Such actions violate the
principles and norms of inter-
national law and the UN
Charter and create serious risks
tointernational peace, security
and stability,” it said.

This is important since
India has strong ties with Israel,
and the criticism of the US and
Israel is not the norm for Delhi.

“Member States express their
sincere condolences to the
people and Government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran on the
tragic death of Supreme Leader
Seyyed Ali Khamenei,and tothe
families of the victims,” it said.

Italso said, “Member States,
reaffirmingtheir support for the
sovereignty and territorial integ-

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yion the sidelines of the SCO Summit in Bishkek on Tuesday. ani

rity of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, advocate a resolution to
the conflict solely through
political and diplomatic means.
In this regard, they welcome all
efforts aimed at de-escalating
the situation in the region.”

In the context of the geo-
political environment where
twowars —in Ukraine and West
Asia — are ongoing, the declar-
ationsaid: “Member States note
that the world has entered an
eraof profound geopolitical, so-
cioeconomic, and technological
change. The international situ-
ation remains challenging,
driven by ongoing conflicts,
energy and food security chal-
lenges, global market instability,
and climate change.”

On the UN Charter and in-
ternational law, the declaration
said, “Member States reaffirm
their unwavering commitment
to the universal norms and

principles of international law
enshrined in the UN Charter
and emphasize the need to
strengthen its role as a guaran-
tor of international peace and
security, sustainable develop-
ment, and the construction ofa
representative, democratic,
and equitable multipolar world
order. They make an increasing
contribution to the common ef-
forts to qualitatively improve
the global order.” This is also
important since Russia has in-
vaded Ukraine, China regularly
threatens neighbours, includ-
ingin the South China Sea and
the border standoff with India.

On the West’s criticism of
human rights “violations” in
China, Russia and Iran among
others, the declaration said,
“Member States emphasize the
indivisibility, interdependence
and interrelatedness of all
human rights and recall the uni-

Amidrow over ‘purification’, Uttarakhand BJP
holds ‘buddhi shuddhi for Rahul, Cong leaders

Lalmani Verma
Lucknow, September 1

THE POLITICS over the ‘purifi-
cation’ of a Haldwani ground
following a rally by Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
intensified on Tuesday with the
Uttarakhand BJP unit perform-
ing a ‘buddhi shuddhi’ (intel-
lect cleansing) of Leader of Op-
position Rahul Gandhi and his
party leaders at a temple in
Dehradun.

BJP’s SCwingstate president
Balbir Ghuniyal said, “Rahul
Gandhiand Khargejihave made
Haldwani shuddhikaran [purifi-
cation] programme a major issue
despite knowing that a Valmiki
community person had partici-
pated in that programme. They
are spreading lies.” He claimed
the ‘buddhi shuddhi’ ritual was
performed Tuesday in the hope
that Gandhi and other Congress
leaders attain wisdom and stop
spreading lies.

Hitting back, Uttarakhand
Congress general secretary
Amarjeet Singh said that the
party will take out a march to
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Congress leaders protest outside Haldwani Kotwali over FIR against
Lok Sabha Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday. p1i

the chief minister’s residence
on September 7,demanding an
FIR against those who per-
formed a purification ritual at
Haldwani ground and to pro-
test the FIR lodged against Gan-
dhi on August 30.

Ghuniyal said the BJP’s 19
organisational districtsin Utta-
rakhand have filed separate po-
lice complaints against Gandhi.

One of the complaints
lodged by BJP SC wing district
president Neetu Singh Manda-
war at Roorkee police station al-

leged that Gandhi in his public
statements had linked Hald-
wani’s ‘shuddhikaran’ progra-
mme with the caste of Kharge
and the Dalit community.

“The persons associated
with the programme have de-
nied any caste bias, and thereis
information that SC commu-
nity persons, too, participated
in it. Hence, this is a serious
matter to investigate on what
basis Rahul Gandhi publicly
presented the incident as caste-
based discrimination and an

insult to Dalit community,” the
complaint said.

An FIR was registered
against Gandhi in Haldwani fol-
lowing a complaint by Amit
Kumar, a local resident who
claimed tobelongto the Valmiki
community. In his complaint,
Kumar questioned on what
basis Gandhi had connected the
“cleanliness drive and religious
ritual” by him and other SC
members at the Ram Lila
ground, Haldwani, on August 11
an “act related to ‘chhuachhut’
(untouchability)” and a “crime
against Scheduled Castes”.

He maintained that the rit-
ual had no connection with any
individual or caste.

Atapressconferencein New
Delhi last week, Gandhi called
the ‘purification’ a “crime” that
illustrated the “untouchability”
Dalits face across India and one
which exposed “BJP-RSS mind-
set”. BJP on Monday filed police
complaints against him. A sen-
ior officerin Uttarakhand police
headquarters said no fresh FIR
was filed against Gandhi on
BJP’s complaints so far.

Sharif’s office crops
outModifromSCO
group photograph

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s office had cropped out
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
fromthe group photograph at the
SCO leaders’ Summit in Bishkek
and posted it on X. Facing back-
lash on social media, they later
restored the original photograph
on X.ENS

versal nature of the obligation to
respect human rights and fun-
damental freedoms, oppose the
application of "double stan-
dards", particularly in matters of
humanrights, and oppose inter-
ference in the internal affairs of
sovereign States.”

Indian officials pointed out
that SCO reaffirmed the “idea of
One Earth, One Family, One Fu-
ture” for developing dialogue.
Thiswasthe catchphrase during
the 2023 G20 Summiit in Delhi.

“Taking into account the
views of member states, they re-
affirmed the relevance of initi-
ativesto promote cooperationin
building a new type of interna-
tional relations in the spirit of
mutual respect, justice, equality
and mutually beneficial cooper-
ation, as well as to develop a
shared vision of creatingacom-
munity with ashared destiny for
humanity and developing dia-
logue on the idea of ‘One Earth.
One Family. One Future’,” the
Declaration said. They said In-
dia’s initiatives in SCO were ac-
cepted, asitsaid, “Strengthening
scientific, technical and inno-
vative cooperation through ac-
tive involvement of young
people, and through the regular
holding ofthe SCO YoungScien-
tists Forum.”

changing tactics
to win at any cost

Express News Service
New Delhi, September 1

WITH 2.07 crore of 9.78 crore
electorsin Maharashtra deleted
in draft rolls during Special In-
tensive Revisions (SIR), Leader
of the Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday said
that the BJPand the “Vote Chori
Aayog” keep changingtheirtac-
tics,and theywill continuetodo
so for “BJP'svictory at any cost”.

“The BJPand the 'Vote Chori
Aayog' keep changing their tac-
tics,and theywill continuetodo
so — the goal remains just one:
BJP'svictoryatany cost,and the
end of India'sdemocracy,” Gan-
dhi said in a postin Hindi on X.

Gandhi, who has repeatedly
targeted the Election Commis-
sion over the last two years, re-
ferred to the Maharashtra As-
sembly and Lok Sabha elections
in 2024, saying, “Maharashtra
2024 — Suddenly, 3.9 million
newvoters were added between
the Lok Sabha and Vidhan
Sabha elections. I said it then,
and I say it today: This was vote
theft.”

Then he mentioned West
Bengal SIR which was con-
ducted before the Assembly
polls in which the BJP stormed
to power. “Of the names struck
offintheSIR, 91% had toberein-
stated after appeals. That means
9 out of every 10 names were
wrongly deleted, and added
back only after the election. I
said it then, and I say it today:
This was vote theft,” he said.

Gandhi said that now in Ma-
harashtra, “2.07 crore voters
have been removed from the
draft list — that's every fifth

Progress of youth is
govt’s priority: Nadda
welcomes CJP decision
to call off Sept Smarch

Express News Service
New Delhi, September 1

Union Minister J P Nadda on
Tuesday welcomed the Cock-
roach Janta Party’s decision to
call off their proposed march on
September 5 in the heart of Lu-
tyens’ Delhi and said the suc-
cess and progress of the nation’s
youth is the biggest priority of
the BJP-led NDA government.

Nadda and his Cabinet col-
league Jitendra Singh had
multiple meetings with CJP
representatives at the peak of
protests at Jantar Mantar last
month over the latter’s
demands.

His statement followed the
Centre’s submission to the Su-
preme Court that the govern-
ment would not pursue crimi-
nal cases lodged against
students over the July 20 pro-
tests, which also saw clashes
between protesters and secur-

ity personnel.

“On 25 July 2026, my col-
league Shri Jitendra Singh and
I had a conversation with the
student representatives regard-
ing the ongoing protest at Jan-
tar Mantar. Keeping the stu-
dents' future in mind, we had
assured on behalf of the Gov-
ernment of India that the cases
registered against the protest-
ing students would be with-
drawn and no harsh action
would be taken againstthemin
the future either,” Nadda said.

“In this regard, we held dis-
cussions with the governments
of BJP-ruled states as well, and
now we are moving forward in
the direction of fulfilling that
promise. We welcome the deci-
sion to call off the September 5
protest announced by the CJP’s
spokesperson... For the govern-
ment, the progress and devel-
opment of the youth is its top-
most priority,” he said.

Vijay opens Mettur dam after 80 days; extend release beyond 45 days: farmers

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, September 1

AT 11.30 AM on Tuesday, after
an 80-day wait, the sluice gates
ofthe Stanley Reservoir at Met-
tur opened and Cauvery water
began flowing towards the
delta, an annual passage that,
for generations of farmers, has
marked the beginning of an ag-
ricultural season.

CM C Joseph Vijay released
the water for samba cultivation,
scattering flowers and grains
into the current as it gushed
from the reservoir. The initial
discharge of 3,000 cusecs was to
be gradually increased to 7,000
cusecs by Tuesday evening.

The government hasinitially
planned the release only for 45
days, until October 15, with the
discharge to be regulated ac-
cordingtowater availability and
irrigation requirements.

At8amon Tuesday, the res-
ervoir stood at 91.56 feet against
its full level of 120 feet. Storage
was 54.45 thousand million
cubic feet (tmc ft), a little over

halfits capacity of 93.47 tmc ft.
Inflow had declined to 10,857
cusecs from 11,501 cusecs. The
numbers explain both the sig-
nificance of Tuesday’s opening
and the anxiety surroundingit.

Mettur’s significance

From Mettur reservoir, water
travels downstream to sustain
agriculture across the Cauvery
delta. About 16.05 lakh acres in
12 districts — Tiruchi, Thanja-
vur, Tiruvarur, Cuddalore, Na-
gapattinam, Erode, Pudukkot-
tai, Ariyalur, Perambalur, Karur,
Mayiladuthurai and Namakkal
— benefit from the release.

Inanormal year, the damis
opened on June 12 and closed
onJanuary 28, providing a230-
day irrigation window. An esti-
mated 330 tmc ftis required for
irrigation during the period.
This year, inadequate storage
prevented the customary June
opening, pushingthe releaseto
September 1.

Itisonly the fourth time that
a deltairrigation release has
begunin September, after simi-

Tamil Nadu CM C Joseph Vijay at Mettur in Salem on Tuesday. ani

lar delays in 2002, 2012 and
2016. In the dam’s 93-year his-
tory, water hasbeen released on
June 12 only 20 times and be-
fore that date on 11 occasions.
Tuesday marked the 62nd in-
stance of a delayed opening.

Farmers who met Vijay at
Mettur urged him to extend the
release beyond the announced
45 days and sought measures to
divert surplus Mettur water to
water bodies in the Thalaivasal
region.

The government said the re-
lease would be closely man-
aged. Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, Water Resources, and
Revenue and Disaster Manage-
ment departments have been
asked to coordinate with district
administrations. Joint teams
involving Water Resources,
Revenue, Police and electricity
officials will monitor illegal
pumping and unauthorised
extraction. Farmers have also
been advised to use medium-
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duration paddy varieties and
water-saving techniques, in-
cluding direct seeding.

The government attributed
thedifficult water position tothe
southwest monsoon deficitand
the impact of El Nifio. It also re-
iterated that TN would continue
legal and administrative efforts
to secure its share of Cauvery
water from Karnataka underthe
Cauvery Water Disputes Tribu-
nal’s final award and the Su-
preme Court’s 2018 judgment.

The political and agricul-
tural importance of Mettur is
inseparable from its history.
Constructionbeganin1925and
was completed in 1934, with
about 17000 workers involved.
Several villages were evacuated
for the reservoir. When its
waters retreat sufficiently, rem-
nants of the submerged land-
scape —includingan old church
and the Nandhi of the Jalagan-
deeswarar temple — become
visible again.

Thedam, 1,700 metreslong,
was built across the Cauvery for
irrigation and hydroelectric

generation. It receives water
fromits own catchmentaswell
as flows associated with the Ka-
bini and Krishna Raja Sagar res-
ervoirs in Karnataka.

Water’s path

There is another geography
tied to Mettur. Canal releases,
normally beginning on August
1,irrigate nearly 45,000 acresin
Salem, Namakkal and Erode. A
separate Rs 565-crore surplus-
water scheme, launched in
2020, was designed to carry ex-
cess water when the reservoir
reaches 120 feet to lakes and
tanks in Mettur, Omalur, Edap-
padi and Sankari. By 2025, sur-
pluswater had been pumped to
60 lakes, though the project re-
mains incomplete.

Tuesday’s ceremony also
brought crowds along the
roughly 40-km route from
Salem airport to Mettur. TVK
workers and residents had
begun gathering from 8 am,
and more than 3,800 police
personnel were deployed for
the CM's visit.

After opening the gates,
Vijay met farmers, inspected a
Water Resources Department
exhibition and visited the dam
powerhouse before leaving
Mettur around 2 pm.

The opening of the sluice
gates comes weeks after Vijay
attempted to open direct politi-
cal talks with Karnataka over
the Cauvery dispute. After the
proposed talks did not materi-
alise, the CM offered his most
detailed defence yet of an initi-
ative that drew criticism from
opposition parties and ulti-
mately failed to materialise.

Replyingtoaspecial calling
attention motion in the Assem-
bly onthe Cauvery water-shar-
ing dispute and Karnataka’s
proposed Mekedatu balancing
reservoir, Vijay said his govern-
ment had neverintended to di-
lute Tamil Nadu’s long-held
legal position but believed
there was value in testing
whether dialogue could create
even the smallest opening in
one of India’s most intractable

inter-state disputes.

voter. Lok Sabha 2024: 9.29
crore; Vidhan Sabha 2024: 9.7
crore; SIR 2026: 7.78 crore...
Which list was correct?”

Hitting out at the BJP, he
said, “Foragovernmentbuilton
vote theft, the people are notim-
portant — that's why this BJP
neither listens to the people nor
obeys their command.”

Congress president and
Leader of the Opposition in
Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun
Kharge, said that “where it suits
the BJP, votersare added. Where
it doesn’t, votes are split to per-
petrate vote theft”. “The BJP’s
conspiracy to hollow out Indian
democracy by stealing votes is
coming out into the open,” said
Kharge. “Instead ofactingasthe
guardian of fair elections, the
Election Commission is func-
tioninglike the ‘Save BJP’s Chair
Commission’,” he said.

“The country is now uniting
against vote theft... The nation
has understood BJP’s conspi-
racy. Thethiefhasbeen caught...
Punishment will surely be
meted out for holding democ-
racy captive,” Kharge said on X.

After referring to Maharash-
tra and Bengal SIR, Kharge said
that the “same game isbeing re-
peated in Delhi. Voters were in-
creased before the Assembly
elections, then names of 4.756
million voters vanished from the
draft list, and preparations are
underway to issue notices to 3.3
million other voters.” According
todraft rolls published Monday,
around 47.56 lakh of 145 crore
voterswere removed. At33%, it’s
the “highest percentage” of dele-
tions at the draft stage when
compared to other states/UTs.

BJP hits out
atRahul over
‘falsehood’
on economy

Express News Service
New Delhi, September 1

WITH THE economy growing
atarobust 7.8% year-on-yearin
the April-June quarter despite
headwinds caused by the West
Asia conflict and high energy
prices, the BJP on Tuesday
hailed the nation’s “strong
economic management” and
stable governance by the PM
Narendra Modi-led Centre.

Former Union Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad said the GDP
growth reflected strong econ-
omic managementintheface of
global challenges and that India,
under PM Modi’s leadership,
was moving from “Fragile Five”
economy of UPA daystobecom-
ing a major world economy.

Demanding that Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi apologise
for calling the Indian economy
“dead” and spreading false-
hood that a big economic tsu-
nami was on its way, Prasad
said, “Now, a growth rate of
7.8% is in front of you. Do you
have some shame?”

“Rahul Gandhi doesn’t do
his homework. He relies on
cheat-speak. He simply reads
out whatever has been written
for him... Has Rahul Gandhi
taken a contract to compromise
and weaken the morale of the
people of India?” Prasad said,
addressing a press conference
at the BJP headquarters.

“BJP condemns outright
theirresponsible, false, baseless
and mischievous contention of
Gandhi...” Prasad said

Prasad said that the GDP fig-
ure hasa “special significance”,
because “in the period being
discussed from April to June
before that in January-Febru-
ary the entire Gulf crisis had
started. There was the problem
of oil, the problem of supply
chain, and uncertainty in the
world. Despite this, India’s
economy remained at 7.8%.”

“In the same period, Canada
was at 1.5%, Germany at 1%, the
UK at 2.1%, Malaysia at 6%, and
South Korea at 3.7%. America
toowas around 2%. Everywhere
in the world there were prob-
lems due to the Gulf crisis, wat,
and theissue of Hormuz, and oil
movement was disrupted. De-
spite all these, where India
stands and where othersstand.”

. Chandigarh
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Dr. Babasaheb Ambedka}l-TechnoIogicaI University

(Established by Government of Maharashtra and Governed by
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Technological University, Maharashtra
Act No. XXIX of 2014) www.dbatu.ac.in

01 SEP 2026

Tender Notice No: DBATU/Store/various dept./E-tender/2026/4208
Date: 02/09/2026
Following tenders are invited by Registrar, Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar Technological University, Lonere, from OEM, or
authorized dealers.

Tenders details [ Start Date. End Date”

(http://www.mahatender.gov.in)

1. Roofing work above for Civil Engineering| 02/09/2026 | 17/09/2026
Department in the main building.

2. LT cable laying work at different places in
University Premises.

3. VNIR-SWIR Imaging System.

4. Spectroradiometer (Non Imaging System)

All eligible bidders who can participate, download the tender
document for Sr. No. 01 to 04 through ©portal
http://www.mahatender.gov.in. or the University website
www.dbatu.ac.in. The pre-bid meeting for the said tender is
scheduled on 10/09/2026 at 11:00 pm in the Registrar office of
DBATU, Lonere. Extension for tender, retender, corrigendum or
change in schedule  will be published only at
http://www.mahatender.gov.in. The right to reject any or all tenders
without assigning any reason thereof is reserved by the University.

Date : 02/09/2026 SD/-
Registrar

HIMACHAL PRADESH; PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (1FB)
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Executive Engineer,

No. 3047 2026-202THP (B&R) Division HPPWD, Jubbal.

OFFICE OF THE RECOVERY OFFICER-I/I
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL CHANDIGARH-(DRT 3)

Ground Floor, SCO 33-34-35, Sector-17A, Chandigarh-160017

DEMAND NOTICE
(THROUGH PUBLICATION)

NOTICE UNDER SECTIONS 25 TO 28 OF THE RECOVERY
OF DEBTS & BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1993 AND RULE 2 OF
SECOND SCHEDULE TO THE INCOME TAX ACT, 1961.

RC/434/2025 UCO BANK Dated : 18-08-2026

Versus
To ANGAM FOODS PRIVATE LIMITED

(CD 1) Angam Foods Private Limited APrivate Limited Company
Duly Registered With Registrar of Companies Under The
Companies Act, Registered office at Plot No. 899, JLPL,
Industrial Area, Sector 82, SAS Nagar Mohali-140308 (Punjab),
Through Its Directors.
2nd Address: AtB-002/09717, New SwarajNagar, Mundi Kharar,
District SAS Nagar Mohali-140301 (Punjab). Sahibzada Ajit
Singh Nagar/Mohali/Ajitgarh, Pun jab.
Also At: Resident of House No. B-002/09717, New SwarajNagar,
Mundi Kharar, District SAS Nagar Mohali.
(CD 2) Sh. Satish Birla S/o Sh. Kashmiri Lal, Director of Angam
Foods Private Limited, Resident ofHouse No. B-002/09717, New
SwarajNagar, Mundi Kharar, District SAS Nagar Mohali-140301
(Punjab).
(CD 3) Sh. Karan Birla S/o Sh. Satish Birla, Director of Angam
Foods Private Limited, ResidentofHouse No. B-002/09717, New
SwarajNagar, Mundi Kharar, District SAS Nagar Mohali-140301
(Punjab).
This is to notify that as per the Recovery Certificate issued in
pursuance of orders passed by the Presiding Officer, DEBTS
RECOVERY TRIBUNAL(CHANDIGARH (DRT 3)in OA/774/2023 an
amount of Rs. 51,59,564.65 (Rupees Fifty One Lakhs Fifty Nine
Thousands Five Hundred Sixty Four And Paise Sixty Five Only )
along with pendentellite and future interest @ 8.00 % Simple Interest
Yearly w.e.f. 14/06/2023 {ill realization and costs of Rs. 54,000/-
(Rupees Fifty Four Thousands Only) has become due against you
(Jointly and severaly/Fully/Linrited).
2. You are hereby directed to pay the above sum within 15 days of the
receipts of the notice, failing which the recovery shall be made in
accordance with the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial
Institutions Act, 1993 and Rules there under.
3. Whereas ithas been shown to the satisfaction of tribunal thatitis not
possible to serve you in the ordinary way, therefore this notice is given
by this publication directing you to put in Appearance before this
tribunal on 08.10.2026 at10.30AM
4. You are hereby ordered to declare on an affidavit the particulars of
yours assets on or before the nextdate ofhearing.
5.1n addition to the sum aforesaid, you will also be liable to pay:
(a) Such interests as is payable for the period commencing
immediately after this notice of the certificate/ execution proceedings.
(b) All costs, charges and expenses incurred in respect of the service of
this notice and warrants and other processes and all other proceedings
taken for recovering the amountdue.
Given under my hand and the seal of the Tribunal, on this date
18.08.2026. Recovery Officer
DEBTS Recovery Tribunal Chandigarh, (DRT-3)

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
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STATE BANK OF INDIA

[Rule 8- (1)] POSSESSION NOTICE (For Inmovable Property)

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorized officer of the State Bank of India, Mini HLC Parwanoo,
under securitization and reconstruction of financial assets and enforcement of security interest Act. 2002 and in
exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 3 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules
2002, issued a Demand Notice on the date mentioned against account and stated herein after calling upon the
Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) torepay the amount within 60 days from the date ofreceipt of the said notice.

The Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
Borrower(s)/Gurantor(s) and the public in general, that the undersigned has taken Symbolic Possession of the
propertyfies described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under section 13 (4) of the said Act
read with Rule 8 ofthe saidRules, on the dates mentioned against Account.

The Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with
the property and any dealing with the property will be subject to the charge of the State Bank of India, for an
amount mentioned here below, along with Interest and other charges thereon.

The borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) attention is invited to provisions of Sub-Section (8) of Section 13 of the
Act,inrespectoftime available, toredeem the secured asset(s).

© SBI |

Date of
Demand
Notice

Borrower: Sh. Dalip Singh S/o|All the part and parcel of|11.06.2026( 01.09.2026 | Rs. 13,03,903/-

Sh. Gulab Singh, R/o VPO|Property has mortgaged his|(Rupees Thirteen Lakhs Three Thousand
Gawali, Tehsil Shillai, Distt.(13/210 share of the land|Nine Hundred Three Only)due as on
Sirmour, (H.P.)-173025. measuring 00-02-00 Bighas|10.06.2026 plus future interest and other

IKhata/ Khatoni No. 74min/229min, Khasra No. 1528/1092{charges thereon.

Description of the
Immovable property

Amount
Outstanding

Date of
Possession

Name of Borrower(s)/

Guarantor(s)

measuring 01-08-00 Bighas along with building & structure thereon situated at Mouza Gawali Pashmi, Tehsil
Shillai and Distt. Sirmour (H.P.) in the name of Sh. Dalip Singh S/o Sh. Gulab Singh vide Mortgaged Deed
Registration No. 85/2017 Dated 10.03.2017.

Dated : 01.09.2026 Place: Parwanoo Authorized Officer

HIMACHAL PRADESH; JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER

short berm Sealed ilem rale lender on (o No. 6 & & are hereby imvilted for and on betall of the Liovermor of HP
by the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakii Division, Cihamarsan (or the lollowing works from the approved and eligible
cuovrirmctons enlisted o Jal Shigkts v -.hll.”,' wn B o rench an thie office on or before 5050 00 up 1o LMD A ST
will be opened on same day at |1 30 AM o the presence of intendmg contiractors of theyr guthorneed re- presentalive
I'he tender forms can be had from thas office against cash payment {non- relundalbvie ) up to 1100 AM on 03092026
The rates in the wender form will be filled in words and Dgures failing which the 1ender will be rejected. The ender
docoments also uploaded on the departmiental website and can be down loaded a1 www hpiph,org
The Eamiest money in the shape of Kuhionsl Saving Cemilicate / Time Depoiit Accounis [ Saving acoouni on amy of
e Post offiwe in Himachal Pradesh duly pledged 16 Favour of the XEMN muail be saccompanied with cach tender
Conditional ienders and the tenders roceived withowt camest money will summanily be rejociod. The tendered should
registered themselves with OST and bring renewal of enlistment and EPF No. The Executive Engineer reservies the
right to repect any tender without assigning any reasons. Dhe offer of the tender wall be kept open Tor 120 days. MWote
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Exccuiive Engincer.

Mo A0 2026- 22T HP Jal Shakol Division, Cilhuwmarwin

Ky Mhakee-
I Dage ol Cnline Publication 1 -09- 2026 03:00 HRS
2 Document Download Start and End Date O] 0, 2020 03 30 HRS upio 077 089 2076 | 5400 HRS
! Bid Submission Start pnd End Date O 0F, 2006 330 HIRS wpto 07, 060, 2026 | 800 HRS
4 Phvsical Submitsson of EMD and Cost of Tender Document Omline Misde
] Date of Techmical Bid Opening O 8 2000 1 1) HES
fi Evaluaticn of Technical Bid Nowed by Opening of Financial B Dt to be announced

Exeewiisve Englneer,
(LK) Divikan HPPWD,

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Telephone No.:-0177-2990187, E-mail 1D):-ec-ecled2-hpia nic.in

Careers

e seftege sifw i e Remem ©
LF Y e e e, dpt vty sl 1 ieratie i S I ey oo g D)

‘ INSTITUTE OF BANKING PERSONNEL SELECTION
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CRP RRBs XV
COMMON RECRUITMENT PROCESS (CRP) FOR
RECRUITMENT OF OFFICERS (SCALE-I, Il & Il)
AND OFFIGE ASSISTANTS (MULTIPURPOSE)
IN REGIONAL RURAL BANKS (RRBs)

im assezzmend; ledin (rusds us S e

i Figbing

In case of queries / complaints please log in to https://cors.ibps.in

The onling examinations for the upcoming Commaon Recruitment Process
for RRBs (CRP RRBs XV) for recruitment of Group "A"- Officers (Scale-1, Il
& I and Group "B"- Office Assistants (Multipurpose) will be conducted by
the Institute of Banking Personnel Selection (IBPS) as per the tentative
schedule provided below. The interviews for recruitment of Group "&'-
Officers (Scabe-1, Il & lIl) under the same process will be coordinated by the
Modal Regional Rural Banks with the assistance of NABARD and IBPS in
consultation with the appropriate authonty and are tentatively scheduled in
the month of January/ February 2027

IMPORTANT DATES

Activity

Online registration & Payment of
Application Fees/Intimation Charges

Timeline

01.09.2026 to

licat 21.09.2026
Edit Window for Candidates to Modity/ | After closure of Begistration
Correct Application Form {including (will be notified on Official
online payment for Edit) IBPS website)

Conduct of Pre-Exam Training (PET) November, 2026

Movember /
December, 2026

December, 2026 /
January, 2027

Online Examination — Main / Single December, 2026 /
{Officers/OA) January, 2027

Candidates are advised to regularly visit the official IBPS website
Candidates intending to apply for CRP RRBs — XV are advised to read
detailed Nolification carefully and ensure that they fulfil the minimum
eligibility criteria on the stipulated dates as specified in the detailed
Motification issued and hosted on official IBPS website, before
registering online. Candidates must follow the instructions mentioned in
the detailed Notification.

Mumbai

Online Examination — Preliminary
{Officers/OA)

Result of Online exam — Preliminary
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The Big Picture

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2,2026

ROUND 8:30 PM, a doctor on

duty in the Gynaecology De-

partment of Kolkata’s RG Kar

Hospital rushes out for a quick

reak. Dressed in blue scrubs,

the disposable covers on her shoes still on,

she walks straight towards the food corner
adjacent to the old Emergency building,.

It was here, in the seminar room on the
third floor of thisbuilding, that a 31-year-old
postgraduate trainee was raped and mur-
dered twoyears ago, a crime whose memory
still castsalongshadow over theinstitution.
The lower levels of the four-storeyed-build-
ing are now a designated crime site, cor-
doned off by green covers.

The old Emergency building is among
the few unlit spaces on the 30-acre campus.
“Youwon’t find adark spot now. CISFjawans
are stationed 24x7. In case of any problem,
you can approach them immediately,” says
the doctor, a first-year resident, as she walks
straight past a deserted canopy with worn-
out banners and a few posters demanding
“bichar chai (we wantjustice)”.

Two years ago, thissite, Abhaya Manch’,
named after the pseudonym given by the
publicand media to the RG Karrape-murder
victim, was the scene of one of the biggest
protests Kolkata saw in the aftermath of the
crime. For nearly three months, junior doc-
tors from across the state, many of them
young women like the victim, sat in protest
here, demandingbetter working conditions
and accountability from the Trinamool Con-
gress government.

Many point tothe tragedy, and the hand-
ling of the protests that followed, as among
the many alleged mishandlings that trig-
gered the fall of the TMC government and
that led to the BJP coming to power in the
state for the first time.

Since then at RG Kar, North Kolkata’skey
referral government hospital, where thou-
sandsonce stood demandingaccountability,
daily life and medical emergencies have
taken over. Some of the everyday demands
the protesters raised then — rest spaces for
doctorsinthe middle of theirlong, exhaust-
ing shifts and washrooms for women medi-
cal professionals —were drowned out, over-
taken by dramatic political happenings in
the state. Other, more visible changes were
effected quickly. And as always, some things
moved, others stayed still.

‘It shouldn’t have cometo this’

Sincetheincident two years ago, the hos-
pital’s Emergency services have moved to
the Trauma Care Centre building. The glow-
ing red sign on the building shines brightly
against the night sky, illuminating an area
filled with non-stop activity. Stretchers roll
quickly acrossthe pavement, parked ambu-
lances stand ready for the next call, and
healthcare workers move swiftly from ward
to ward, while yellow-and-green auto-rick-
shaws carry late-night patients and their
relatives into and out of the campus.

At 9 pm, an intern whose family is from
Varanasi, starts to walk back to her hostel
room after wrapping up her 12-hour shift at
Trauma Care. It’sa seven-minute walk, past
a few departments, including Gynaecology
and the Night Patient Shelter. But she ap-
pears relaxed.

“How difficult this walk was,” she says,
recalling the years before the 2024 incident.
“I'was a third-year student when the doctor
wasKkilled. Thislongstretch used tobeadark
zone those days, with almost no security.
Now, you see movement all around. The se-
curity personnel are always on alert; they
even remember our faces. A guard is sta-
tioned at our hostel, while two armed CISF
personnel stand outside the gate, 24/7.”

Personnel of the Central Industrial Secur-
ity Force (CISF) had moved in on August 22,
2024, days after the August 9 rape-murder.

Accordingtoasenior CISF constable sta-
tioned outside Trauma Care, the security
grid runsin three eight-hour shifts, involving
over 70 personnel per shift. “Maximum de-
ployment during the daytime is concen-
trated at the entry gatesand the Emergency,”
hesays. “At night, personnel are equally dis-
tributed throughout the campus so that the
staff feel safe.”

Outside the Trauma Care Centre, two
CISF personnel stand watch. Directly oppo-
site, at the Institute of Cardiovascular
Sciences, three unarmed and two armed
CISF personnel maintain a vigilant per-
imeter. Nearby, a Kolkata Police van stands
parked. Every movement across the area is
watched closely.

Joya Das, 42, a Group-D sanitation
worker who has worked at RG Kar for 15
years, the last four years at the Labour De-
partment, says, “Security has definitely im-
proved so much. Earlier, anyone could enter
the wards. Now, the CISF doesn’t let people
in without reason.”

Das, who lives in the Belgachia slums
nearby, was inside the hospital on the day of
the 2024 incident. “Ididn’t know the doctor
personally, but the incident left all of us dis-
turbed,” she says.

Surveillance across the campushasbeen
scaled up. Over 800 working CCTV cameras
now cover nearly every corner, monitored
round-the-clock by the
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ensure nounnecessary loitering takes place
inside the campus.”

While the heightened security is re-
assuring, it serves as a constant reminder
of why that protection became necessary.

The intern from Varanasi says, “I have
at least one 24-hour shift every week.
When on night duty, my parents call me
from Varanasi every few hours just to en-
surel am safe. I still feel abit uneasy going
out for tea, but when I see the guards, it
gives me confidence.”

Yet, she says, it shouldn’t have come

down to this. Doctors

CISF from a centralised ” should not have to face a
control roomsetupinside Eve’y c.lepar tme’?t Ought to have tragedy and should not
the campus. adedicatedrestingroom. The need CISF “just to feel se-

On the night of the
incident, the man ac-
cused of the rape-murder,
Sanjay Roy, a former Kol-
kata Police civic volun-
teer,had allegedly walked
into the Emergency building and up to the
third floor where the victim was resting. A
regular at the police outpost inside the hos-
pital, he would allegedly move freely
through every department and building in
the complex.

At 8 pm, a woman police officer, who
takes over the helpdesk outside the main
entry gate, says, “Everyone remembers the
incident. But we are vigilant enough now to

rooms where doctors go torest are

easily accessible, anyone can
walkin,” says a trainee doctor

cure”, she says.

As the clock strikes
11.30 pm, the hospital’s
main gates are partly
closed, routing all traffic
through a guarded side
gate. Between 11:30 pm and 12 am, a joint
contingent of armed CISF personnel, ad-
ministrative staff, and Kolkata Police of-
ficersmarch through the campus corridors,
blowing their whistles. “We do this daily to
build confidence among the nurses, doc-
tors, and patient families. Troublemakers
aredeterred by thisroutine,” says aKolkata
Police officer on duty at the RGKar outpost.

Dr Md Doyel Nur, a postgraduate trainee

(Above) Inside one of the wards at RG Kar Hospital in Kolkata, where doctors manage overwhelming patient
loads; security personnel at the Trauma Care Centre from where the Emergency department now runs

who grew up in Murshidabad and com-
pleted his MBBS from a private college in
Bangladesh, grabs a midnight meal at an
eatery near the old Emergencybuilding. “If
the CISF weren’t deployed here today, I
don’t think women PGTs [postgraduate
trainees] would take night-call duties as
smoothly or easily,” he says.

‘We areright back at zero’

Despite the security fixes, many point to
the broader structural problems that per-
sist, such as the lack of adequate, clean
toilets for patients and doctors and spaces
where doctors can rest in between shifts.

It’s 7:45 pm and a young medical intern
whose family is from Bhagalpur, Bihar, is
sitting on the footpath near the principal’s
office, holding a lukewarm cup of tea.

“If you are on duty for 48 hours and are
on your periods, every time you want to
change a pad or pass urine, you have to
leave the department, walk about seven
minutesall the way to your hostel. Are dedi-
cated, safe washrooms, separate for women
doctors, such abigthing that we are asking
for?” she says.

Sheissoonjoined by afew otherwomen
colleagues who have stepped out of their
hostel to join an 8 pm night shift at the
Trauma Care Centre.

One of her colleagues admits to a start-
ling daily ritual: “Today, I have a two-hour

Two years after a former civic volunteer raped and killed a 31-year-old doctor on duty at RG Kar
Medical College & Hospital, a lot has changed. Yet, gaps remain. SWEETY KUMARI tracks the
night shift at a hospital that became the epicentre of a fierce anti-government campaign

duty, so I drank enough water. But now I
won'’t sip any more water. I avoid using the
department washrooms, and it’s imposs-
ible to walk back to the hostel every time.”

On the ground floor of the Trauma
Centre, Emergency Medical Officers, doc-
tors, Group-Dstaff, and contractual workers
share a resting space — it’s also a space
where an initial registry is maintained for
cases that need police intervention.

One washroom caters to both the Gen-
eral Medicine and Trauma units at the
centre. Inside the washroom isasmall room
that the female staff keep locked for their
exclusive use, butitis hardly asubstitute for
separate washrooms.

Doctors also say that one of the key de-
mands of the protesters — dedicated, fully
functional on-call duty rooms split by
gender — has gone unaddressed.

Resident doctors frequently work unin-
terrupted 24- and 48-hour shifts, and inthe
absence of dedicated resting rooms, they
are often forced to take brief moments of
rest on vacant hospital beds, makeshift
couches, orempty seminar halls. It was dur-
ing one such exhausting shift that the RG
Kar victim, who had sought a few hours of
rest in the seminar room late at night, was
assaulted and murdered.

During Supreme Court hearings in the
rape-murder case, the hospital had com-
mitted to creating a safer environmentand
laid down directives for separate, biomet-
ric-secured resting spaces for men and
women doctors. Buttwoyearson, intheab-
sence of any such separate areastorest, the
staff continue to share the common areas.

Trinnesh Mondal, a second-year Post-
graduate Trainee in General Surgery, says,
“Every department ought to have a dedi-
cated resting room for doctors. After 4 pm,
thereis only one washroom left for doctors,
and that is shared. The rooms where doc-
torsgotorestare easily accessible —anyone
canwalkin,” he says.

Dr Nur, the postgraduate trainee from
Murshidabad, says thatin the Orthopaedics
and Surgery departments, male interns
often stay backin wardsto provide security
and support to their female colleagues, be-
cause dedicated, secure doctors’ roomsdo
not exist. Across departments, patients,
doctors, nurses and contractual workers
share the same cramped rest spaces and
washrooms.

Ajuniorwoman doctor says, “One ofthe
key theories surrounding Abhaya’s case is
that she was resting with the door open in
acommon duty room accessible toanyone.
Today, many of us feel that our fundamen-
taldemandsremain unfulfilled. We feel we
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« THECASE
SOFAR

THE INCIDENT

OnAugust9, 2024, a
31-year-old second-
year PG student was
found unconscious in
the seminar hall of
the hospital's
Emergency building,
and later declared
dead. Police
registered a case of
rape and murder

WHAT HAPPENED
NEXT

® The West Bengal
Junior Doctors’
Forum launched a
protest across all
public sector
healthcare facilities
inthe state

® On August 14,
2024, hundreds of
thousands of people,
predominantly
women, hit the
streets in what was
called the 'Reclaim
the Night' march

@ Later that night, a
mob breached the
hospital, vandalised
areas near the
Emergency building,
the crime scene

THE
INVESTIGATION

® The Kolkata Police,
which initially probed
the case, arrested a
civic volunteer,
Sanjay Roy, as the
prime accused on
August 10

® On August 13, the
Calcutta High Court
officially transferred
the probe to the CBI

® Former RG Kar
principal Sandip
Ghosh and former
Tala police station
officer-in-charge
Abhijit Mondal were

arrested and accused

of delaying the FIR
and of tampering
with the crime scene

® The CBI continues
to file supplementary
chargesheets before
the Sealdah court.
The HC has directed
itto conclude the
probe in 3 weeks.
Next hearingis on
September 24,2026

THEACCUSED

® On January 20,
2025, the Sealdah
court sentenced Roy
to life imprisonment
until death

® The CBlfiled an

appeal before the HC,

seeking the death
penalty
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areright back at zero.”

Calls and texts to Medical Superintend-
entand Vice-Principal Dr Saptarshi Chatter-
jee went unanswered.

The victim’s mother, Ratna Debnath,
now a BJP MLA from Panihati, too, refused
to comment on the changes at RG Kar.

The West Bengal government recently re-
opened its review of the criminal case, with
newly appointed Health Minister Dr Sharad-
wat Mukherjee announcing a fresh evalu-
ation into the initial handling of the case.

There are other systemic problems, in-
cluding the patient burden at RG Kar, that
were spoken of in the aftermath of the rape-
murder, but remain unresolved.

The hospital’s Outpatient Department
sees an average footfall 0of 4,500 t0 6,000 pa-
tients every day and maintains a consistent
inpatient bed occupancy of around 1,500.

“CCTVs have increased, but the central
referral system that was supposed to be ac-
tivated never materialised. Thiswould have
ensured that the pressure of district cases
wouldn’t fall entirely on tertiary centres like
RG Kar,” says Dr Mondal, the doctor in the
General Surgery department.

The closure of the old Emergency build-
ing has further strained resources. “The
combined pressure of Trauma Care and
Emergency now falls entirely on one build-
ing,” he says.

Speaking on condition of anonymity, a
senior administrative official at RG Kar Hos-
pital reveals that patient care infrastructure,
too, faces critical shortfalls.

“The Emergency department handlesat
least 150 patients daily. In the absence of
washrooms, bedridden patients must rely
ontheir families tobringbedpans whileam-
bulatory patients walk 150 metres to a pay-
and-use toilet outside,” the official says.

As the night wears on, doctors manage
overwhelming patient loads in their wards.
In the Urology department, a single junior
doctor routinely manages between 50 and
60 critical patients per shift.

Around 1 am, a postgraduate trainee
from the Labour Department steps out for a
brief break during her 24-hour shift. “What
you see on the surface is the change. There
are CISF personnel everywhere. But our hos-
tel and rest conditions remain in a pathetic
state,” she says.

Outside the women’s hostel, a group of
interns sit on plastic chairs, sharing momos
and biscuits. One of them points to two
women CISF officers sitting under a street-
lamp and says, “The only real change in the
last two years is their deployment. But we
constantly wonder —all this securityisonly
atRGKar. What about the other government
medical colleges across Bengal? What is the
guarantee that such an incident won’t
happen somewhere else? And how long will
the CISF stay here?”

A quiet moment

At12:30 am, near Trauma Care, Payal
Aich, 20, a resident of Sodepur, walks nerv-
ously through the courtyard, clutchinga pre-
scription. Her father, a liver cancer patient,
has been rushed to the centre, and the doc-
tors have told her to urgently buy an injec-
tion. Approaching a woman CISF officer,
Payal asks for directions to the pharmacy.

The officer points to a dimly lit lane, in-
structing her to turn left and walk for five
minutes. Hesitant, Payal asks, “Could you
please accompany me? That lane looks de-
serted.” The woman constable walks along-
side her towards the pharmacy.

The quiet moment reflects the reality of
RG Kar today: security personnel filling
some gaps, while healthcare workers and
patients confront others that remain —and
are widening.

. Chandigarh
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‘Really excited
Stokesjoins
BBL franchise

Ben Stokes. REUTERS

Express News Service
New Delhi, September 1

FORMER ENGLAND cricketer
Ben Stokes has announced that
he will play for the Big Bash
League team Adelaide Strikers
for the upcoming 2026/27 sea-
son. The 35-year-old, who hasre-
cently retired from the red-ball
game, is reportedly going to be-
come one of the highest-paid
players at rupees 3,39,01,850
(£264,000).

“I'mreally excited to bejoin-
ing the Adelaide Strikers for
BBL|16,” Stokes said in a state-
ment. “Adelaide Oval is an in-
credible placeto play cricket, the
BigBash is a fantastic competi-
tion, and the Strikers have an ex-
citing group, so I'm looking for-
ward to meeting the players,
gettingstuckinand contributing
to asuccessful season.”

Adelaide Strikers are
coached by former Australian
skipper Tim Paine, who was de-
lighted about the addition of
England’s all-rounder. “Ben is
one of the greatest all-rounders
the game has seen, a proven
match-winner and acompetitor
who thrives under pressure,”
Paine said. “We’re thrilled to
have a player of hisability join
our squad and can’t wait to see
him put on ashowin BBL[16.”

Stokes shocked the cricket-
ing world when he announced
his retirement from interna-
tional cricket in June, bringing
anend to his storied career dur-
ing the home series against
New Zealand. Hewasin the eye
of a storm before he an-
nounced his retirement after
being involved in an alterca-
tion with a Saracens rugby
player in anightclub alongside
teammate Gus Atkinson after
the first Test at Lord’s.

While England team director
Rob Key has recently suggested
the door would remain open for
Stokes to make a dramatic re-
turn ahead of next summer’s
Ashes, the all-rounder made it
clear he has no intention of re-
versing his decision.

THREE-MATCH T20I SERIES

Indian squad for Afghan
series has many asterisks

Selectors pick
Bumrah, Nitish,
Washington and
Harshit; none have
passed fitness test

Shankar Narayan
Mumbai, September 1

FOUR ASTERISKS in India’s
squad for the three-match
T20Iseries against Afghanis-
tantell their own story. Jasprit
Bumrah, Washington Sundar,
Nitish Kumar Reddy and Har-
shit Rana have all been
picked, but noneis certainto
play yet. All four will need fit-
ness clearance.

Selectors have picked re-
covering players in the past
when they were close to re-
turning. But with four players
stillawaiting clearance, there
is plenty of uncertainty
around India’s squad for a
three-match home series, es-
pecially when other options
are available.

Bumrah is the biggest
name on the list. He injured
hisleft knee duringthe second
ODI against England in Car-
diffin July and has not played
since. Washington suffered a
hamstring injury during the
same ODI series, while Nitish
missed the UK and Zimbabwe
tourswith aquadricepsinjury.
Harshit’s injury troubles go
further back. A knee injury
required surgery and ruled
him out of the T20 World Cup
before he suffered another set-
backonthe UK tour.

Encouragingly, Varun Cha-
karavarthy, who suffered a
hamstring injury during the
T20Iseriesin England in July
and subsequently missed the
Zimbabwe tour, has returned
to the squad.

India play Afghanistanin
Delhion September13,15and
17. Later in the month, they
travel to Japan to defend their
Asian Games gold medal,
with the men’s cricket com-
petition beginning on Sep-
tember 24. The Afghanistan
series could therefore serve
as useful preparation for
playerslikely tobe needed at

| the Asian Games.
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Jasprit Bumrah last played a T201 match at the 2026 WC. creivas

There is also a recent
example of players picked
subject to fitness clearance
eventually missing a series.
Bumrah and Sai Sudharsan
were both named in India’s
squad for the two-Test series
in Sri Lanka, with their selec-
tion subject to fitness clear-
ance. Neither recovered in
time to make the tour.

Mayank misses out

That is what makes the la-
test selection interesting. It
makes sense towait for an es-
tablished player to regain fit-
ness for a major tournament.
But for abilateral T20I series,
India have options to look
elsewhere.

Mayank Yadav is one of
them. The pacer had an en-
couraging tour of Zimbabwe
in July, when India swept the
T20I series 3-0. Mayank took
five wicketsin three matches.
The numbers don’t tell the
whole story. He bowled with
high pace, troubled batsmen
with his speed and finished
with 3/29 in the final T20I.

For someone whose young
career hasrepeatedly beenin-
terrupted by injuries, simply
gettingthrough threeinterna-
tional matcheswasimportant.
Zimbabwe gave Mayank a

Shreyas Iyerwill make
his homedebut as
India’s T20 captain,
with Tilak Varma his
deputy, while Vaibhav
Sooryavanshiretains
his placeafteran
excellent Zimbabwe
tour.

chance to return to the India
side and show that his pace
was still there.

Afghanistan could have
been the next step. Another
three matches would have
given India a longer look at
him while allowing Mayankto
build on his return. There is
no question over what Bum-
rah brings to the side. Wash-
ington, Nitish and Harshit
also give India different op-
tions. The selectors may have
received positive updates
about their recovery and ex-
pect all four to be fit by Sep-
tember 13.

Iyer’s home debut

Ifthey are cleared to play,
there will be little reason for
concern. But for now, four of
the 15 players picked are not

{ DULEEP

With Hamilton’s tattoo & Kohli’s advice,

Sangwan makes the opportu

ShuvadityaBose
New Delhi, September 1

COACH DEVENDRA Sharma
seldom tarts hisday by sending
WhatsApp messages. On Tues-
day, though, he did.

“Today will be the mostim-
portantinnings of your career
sofar. Lamba khelna hai(play
long),” read his message to his
student, Sanat Sangwan.

Sharma had reason to in-
vestsuch weightinamessage.
A year ago, his most famous
protége, Rishabh Pant, had
wandered intothe netsatSon-
net Cricket Club in Delhi and
asked who the next big talent
might be. The coach pointed
to aleft-hander.

“That's Sanat Sangwan,”
he said. “Remember the
name.You'llseehimintheIn-
dian team one day.”

Sanat has not disap-
pointed hiscoachsince.Inthe
2025-26 Ranji Trophy, Sanat
finished third on the batting
charts, with 828 runs. But no
knock carried the weight of
Tuesday's assignment. South
Zone held a 117-run first-in-
nings lead in the Duleep
Trophy semi-final. The result
seemed a foregone con-
clusion, butSanat's 76 atleast
ensured that the game
reached the fourth day.

Hearrived with atattooon
his left arm — 'Still I rise' —
borrowed from the back of a
Formulaldriver he hasnever
met, but has studied like
scripture.

“Iamahuge Lewis Hamil-
ton fan,” Sanat had told The
Indian Express during the
Delhi Premier League. “Idon't

Sanat Sangwan scored 76 for North Zone on Tuesday. p1i

know him personally, but
watching his interviews, you
can figure out that he is calm
yet focused. I have tried to
emulate him.”

Slow and steady

The control was visible at
the Centre of Excellence in
Bengaluru. Sanat scored 21 off
his first 49 deliveries. It was
notuntil the 50th delivery that
he hit an attacking shot.

“I have a few self-imposed
rules. I don't play any cover
drives in the first hour of the
game.lalsoleaveall deliveries
that are well outside off-
stump. After five to six overs,
the bowler inevitably gets
frustrated and tries to experi-
ment. That is when the loose
balls start coming.”

Hisnext50ballsyielded 35
runs, proof that the theory
works. Sharma was not sur-
prised.

“Thehraav usmebachpan
sehihai(hehasbeentranquil
eversincehewasakid). When

his father firstbroughthimto
the academy, a couple of
things stood out. Lefties al-
wayslook graceful whenin full
flow, but there was something
about his strokeplay that was
sopleasingtotheeye. Healso
worked extremely hard. We
gothimto playatournament,
and he scored seven or eight
centuries in 10 matches. I
knew immediately that yeh
lambiracekaghodahai (heis
initforthelongrun),”Sharma
tells this paper.

Thelonger formathaslong
allured the 25-year-old.

“Red-ball cricket has al-
ways been my favourite
format. This is the toughest
format because it tests both
skill and patience. From an
opener's perspective, there
are so many challenges one
has to deal with, both with
the new and the older ball,”
he had said.

Thelove, though, hascome
atacost.

“In Delhi, we mostly play

nity count

The controlwas
visible atthe CoEin
Bengaluru. Sanat
scored 21 off his first
49deliveries. It was
not until the 50th de-
livery that he hit an
attacking shot.

40-over games, and you are ex-
pected toscore quickly. Sanat
would take his time, and
whenever he played out a
maiden over, someone would
shout, 'vatomaar,yaouthoja’
(either hit or get out). We had
to take him to Jaipur, where
they play more long-format
games, and there's no crowd
pressure,” shares Sharma.

Two dreams have longoc-
cupied Sanat's mind — an
India Test cap, and a conver-
sation with Hamilton. A third
dream, once distant, has al-
ready come true.

“Virat Kohli has been my
idol since childhood. As a
child, I loved how he used to
rescue India from precarious
positions. It was a dream to
meet him.”

Sanat got more thanjusta
meeting. In February 2025, he
batted alongside Kohli in a
Ranji Trophy fixture, which
remains the latter's last tryst
with the red ball.

“When I first met him, I
had a picture in my mind of
thisultra-aggressive cricketer.
ButtheversionthatIgottosee
was totally different. He was
so humble, so down to earth.
Iasked for hisbat,and he was
kind enough to giveittome.”
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certain to be available. If
there is still doubt over their
fitness, India could have used
these three games to give
someone like Mayank
another opportunity. With
other players available, the
question is: why pick four
players who are not yet cer-
tain to be fit?

The rest of the squad
paints a familiar picture.
Shreyas Iyer will make his
home debut as India’s T20
captain, with Tilak Varma his
deputy, while Vaibhav Soo-
ryavanshi retains his place
after an excellent Zimbabwe
tour. Sanju Samson returns
and is one of two wicket-
keepers alongside Ishan Ki-
shan. Abhishek Sharma, Shi-
vam Dube, Axar Patel, Ravi
Bishnoi and Arshdeep Singh
make up therest of the squad.

INDIA’S SQUAD: Shreyas Iyer
[C], Abhishek Sharma, Vaib-
hav Sooryavanshi, Sanju
Samson [WK], Ishan Kishan
[WK], Tilak Varma [VC], Shi-
vam Dube, Nitish Kumar
Reddy*, Axar Patel, Wash-
ington Sundar*, Varun Cha-
karavarthy, Ravi Bishnoi,
Jasprit Bumrah*, Arshdeep

Singh, Harshit Rana*
* SUBJECT TO FITNESS CLEARANCE

Pak cricket hits rock bottom: Chaos
continues as selector Misbah
resigns; “This is a social media tean?’

Express News Service
Mumbai, September 1

PAKISTAN HAVE sent seven
players and two coaches home
mid-series, ahead of the third
and final Test against England at
Edgbaston. It came after back-
to-backdefeats, aninnings-and-
103-run loss at Headingley and
a194-run surrender at Lord's,
handing England an unbeatable
2-Olead.

Mohammad Rizwan,
Imam-ul-Haq, Salman Ali
Agha, Ali Usman, Aamer
Jamal, Awais Zafar and Khur-
ram Shahzad have all been re-
leased, alongside head coach
Sarfaraz Ahmed and bowling
coach Umar Gul. New Zeal-
ander Mike Hesson, already
Pakistan's white-ball head
coach, takes over the Test side
fortherestofthe tour, with Ash-
ley Noffke ashisbowling coach.
Five uncapped players have
been added, along with Saim
Ayub and Abdullah Fazal,
whose combined Test experi-
ence runs to 10 matches.

Misbah-ul-Haqghassincere-
signed from Pakistan's selec-
tioncommittee, adayafterthe
axingspree, and stepped down
asbattingconsultantatthe Na-
tional Cricket Academy too.
Cricinforeportsthe PCBserved
the four-member panel a for-
mal notice the same day, seek-
ing a explanation within 24
hoursfor the selections of Riz-
wan and Imam on the West
Indies and England tours.

20games, 15losses

Pakistanarrivedin England
already bottom of the WTC
table. The Lord's defeat was
their 15th loss in 20 Tests, and
their tenth away defeat in 11
games. They are yet to reach
200 in any innings this series;
their closest attempt wasSaud
Shakeel's 97 at Lord’s.

Usman's axing has drawn
particular scrutiny. He took a
five-wicket haul at Headin-
gley, the first visiting spinner
to do so there since 1972, and
his series average of 25.17 is
still the second-lowest of any
touring specialist spinner in
England since Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan's in 2006. Rizwan
has faced criticism over a
string of reckless dismissals
through the tour. Imam suf-
fered a low-grade calf tear at
Lord's,and was criticised both

| for not batting in either in-

Misbah-ul-Hagresigned from
his post of selector. icc/x

nings and for a painful,
heavily strapped session of
throwdowns on the outfield
before Day 4.

Former captain Shahid Af-
ridi called it "the most shocking
decision ever by a selection
committee which includes so
many experienced selectors,"
questioning both the timing
and the logic of picking T20
specialists for an English Test.
"Even the replacements make
no sense," he wrote. "What is
this thinking and approach?”

On the Pakistan YouTube
show Game Plan,formerbatter
Basit Ali called the episode
symptomatic of a dressing
roomnow runbyitsownleaks.
"Ye social media ki team hai,
yaar" (This is a social media
team, mate), he said.

He pointed to the panel's
own experience: "Isse zyada
matches khelne wali selection
committee koi bhi nahi aayi"
(No selection committee with
more combined match experi-
ence than this one has ever
existed), beforewarningthatif
sixplayersgoand Pakistan still
lose, critics would call it the
worst selection committee in
Pakistan's history. On Abdullah
Fazal, ruled unfit and sent
home before the tour, Basit
asked: "Unfit hokejo aaya hai,
kyawo fit ho gaya? Kahan hai
uskifitness report?" (He came
backafterbeingruled unfit, so
hashebecomefitnow? Where's
his fitness report?)

Kamran Akmal picked up
from there, arguing the board
should eitheroverhaul theen-
tire committee or make no
changes at all. Basit named
whathe called Pakistan'ssingle
biggest decision, predatingthis

The most

shocking
decision everbya
selection committee
which includes so
many experienced
selectors. Even the
replacements make
no sense. What is this
thinking and
approach?”

SHAHID AFRIDI,
ON EXPERIENCED SELECTORS
ASKING 7 PAK PLAYERS TO RETURN

tourentirely. "Sabsebadafaisla
Pakistankicricketkitabahika
bataunaaj?JabShaheenShah
Afridi aur Babar Azam mein
daraar padi captaincy ki
wajah se. Usdin se Pakistan ki
team kharab ho gayi" (Let me
tellyouthesinglebiggest deci-
sionbehind the ruin of Pakistan
cricket: when therift developed
between Shaheen Shah Afridi
and Babar Azam over the cap-
taincy. Pakistan's team fell
apart from that day), he said.
Pakistan currently field three
different captains: Babar in
Tests, Shaheen in ODIs, Agha
in T20Is.

Kamran was the one to say
plainlywhat theselectors had-
n't. "Bas itna keh de ki yeh ha-
mari recommendation nahi
hai. Hum is pe khush nahi
hain"(Justsay plainly that this
isn'tourrecommendation,and
thatwe're nothappyaboutit)”,
he said. He traced what made
Pakistan's past captains, Imran
Khan, Wasim Akram, and
Wagqar Younis among them,
strong: awillingnessto fight for
the team over themselves.
"AhmedShehzadkojaanatha,
gaya. Kamran ko jaana tha,
gaya" (Ahmed Shehzad hadto
go,hewent.IThadtogo,Iwent),
hesaid, recallinghisownaxing
among others dropped for the
team's sake.

The Edgbaston Testbegins
on September 9.

TROPHY }

In tricky chase, Ishan shows his chops

Shankar Narayan
Mumbai, September 1

ISHAN KISHAN walked in with
EastZone 93/3, needing another
66 runs to reach the Duleep
Trophy final. Harsh Dubey was
getting plenty of turn and
bounce; Central Zone had
sensed an opening, and the
chasenolongerlooked straight-
forward.

Kishanresponded bytaking
on the bowler who posed the
biggest threat. Inthe 31st over,
the East Zone captainreverse-
swept the left-arm spinner for
four before steppingdown the
pitch and launching him over
long-on for six.

It stood out because the
other batsmen had struggled
against Dubey. Virat Singh had
fallentryingtosweephimonce
too often, gloving a ball to leg
slip, although replays showed
the ball had struck the glove
that was not holding the bat.
Kumar Kushagra and Anukul
Roy would soon fall to Dubey
off successive deliveries.

Kishan, though, looked
comfortable. He played well off
bothfeet, stepped outwhen he
saw the chance to attack and
backed itupwith solid defence.
Against Aryan Pandey, he pun-
ished a short ball, pulling it
firmly to the boundary.

Even as Kishan settled in,
others around him struggled.
Kushagra, on 22, got a edge
whiletryingtowork Dubeyinto
the leg side, whereupon Yash
Rathod took the catch at silly
point. The next delivery was
better. Dubey got one through
Roy's defence and onto the
stumps. Suddenly, East were
124/5 and still needed 35.

Kishan's innings was not a
boundary-filled assault, but
East did not need one. He fin-

| |

East Zone skipper Ishan Kishan
remained unbeaten on 39. r1i

ished unbeaten on 39 off 41
balls, with four fours and a six.
With wickets falling around
him, hekeptthe chasemoving
withoutallowing Dubeytotake
control. It was a captain'sin-
nings on a day when Kishan
had alreadyoverseenthebow-
ling performancethatgave East
atarget of only 159.
OnTuesday,withaplacein
thefinal atstake, he did exactly
that. His innings helped East
to a four-wicket win over Cen-
tral at BCCI's Centre of Excel-
lence Ground 1in Bengaluru
and aplaceinthefinal.
Central resumed Day 3 at
45/3 and found themselves in
trouble. Abhijit Sarkar struck
first, finding nightwatchman
Aryan Pandey's edge for Ab-
himanyu Easwaran to take a
good catch atslip.
Mohammed Shami fol-
lowed in the next over,coming
from around the wicket and
getting one to move back into

Kishan'sinnings was
not a boundary-filled
assault, but East did
not need one. Hefin-
ished unbeatenon 39
off 41 balls, with four
Jours and asix.

Yash Rathod, who shouldered
arms and was trapped lbw for
five.

Aman Mokhade and Rinku
Singh briefly steadied Central
with a 32-run stand. Mukesh
Kumarbrokeitbybringingthe
ball back into Mokhade and
trapping him lbw for 41. Off-
spinner Kounain Quraishi
struck with his first ball after
thedrinksbreak, finding extra
bounce and turn to have
Rinku caught behind for 20.
Mukesh then got one to hold
its line and found Saransh
Jain's outside edge, leaving
Central 97/8.

Dubey provided the resis-
tance Central needed. He
made 24 from 51 balls and
added 43 for the ninth wicket
with Arshad Khan.

Shami eventually ended
the stand with an excellent
one-handed return catch, re-
acting quickly to a toe-ended
shot from Dubey.

Arshad added useful runs
attheend, includingasixover
long-on off Shami, before Anu-
kul Roytookthe final wicket of
Yash Thakur.

Slow start

East's chase began slowly.
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, who
had smashed 92 in the firstin-
nings, made only 16 from his
first 30 balls before taking 18
fromthefirst fourdeliveriesof

a Yash Thakur over. He went
after the fifth as well but was
caught by Patidar for 40.

Dubey removed Easwaran
and Virattokeep Centralinthe
game. Hehadtaken4/66inthe
firstinningsand dragged Cen-
tralbackintothesemifinal with
anotherexcellentspell of4/53.
He found turn and bounce,
bowled mostly fulloronagood
length and kept asking ques-
tions of East'sbatsmen.

Justashehadinthefirstin-
nings, when he dismissed Soo-
ryavanshi and Kushagra off
successive deliveries, Dubey
strucktwiceintwoballsagain.
Kushagra's leading edge was
taken at silly point before he
bowled Roy through the gate
with the next delivery.

East, who had been 123/3,
were suddenly 124/5. But Ki-
shanhadfound awaytohandle
the one bowler threatening to
turn the chase around.

Sudip Gharami's dismissal
at 150/6 gave Central a final
opening, but it came too late.
Shami hit the winning runs,
cutting Jain for four as East
reached the target in the 40th
over.

BRIEF SCORES: Central Zone
266 and 158 all outin 50.2
overs (Aman Mokhade 41;
Mukesh Kumar 4/44, Mo-
hammed Shami 3/56) lost to
EastZone 266 and162/6in
39.3 overs (Vaibhav Soorya-
vanshi40, Ishan Kishan 39
not out; Harsh Dubey 4/53)
by four wickets.

AT COEGROUND 2: North
Zone195and 256/7in 66
overs (Sanat Sangwan 76; K
Saiteja2/34, MD Nidheesh
2/47)lead South Zone 312
all outin100.3 overs (Tilak
Varma 116 not out) by 139
runs.

. Chandigarh
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Sakaearns
Arsenal narrow
victory at
troubled Villa

Bukayo Saka scoredinthe
59th minute for Arsenal. ap

Reuters
Birmingham, September 1

CHAMPIONS ARSENAL made
it two wins out of two as Bukayo
Saka's second-half goal earned
them a workmanlike 1-O vic-
tory at Aston Villa in the Pre-
mier League on Monday.

Saka bundled in from close
range in the 59th minute to re-
ward a patient Arsenal, who
dominated without ever over-
whelming a resolute Villa side.

Villa, whose Europa
League-winning side has disin-
tegrated after a summer ex-
odus, came closest in the first
half when Emi Buendia struck
a shot against the crossbar.

Victory lifted Arsenal to six
points along with Manchester
City, Hull City and Chelsea.

Villa remain pointless and
without a goal and will be
anxious to try and boost their
squad ahead of the transfer
window closing on Tuesday.

Arsenal enjoyed eight 1-0
wins en route to their first Pre-
mier League crown for 22 years
last season and any suggestions
that they might dispense with
pragmatism and evolve amore
free-flowing style were pro-
bably answered at Villa Park.

Just like on so many occa-
sions last season, Arsenal were
rock-solid through their spine
and that solidity allowed them
to wait for their moment to
strike. Shortly after Saka had a
penalty overturned by VAR, the
England forward showed his
predatory instinct to get on the
end of Calafiori'slow cross after
hehad been played in by substi-
tute Eberechi Eze's astute pass.

‘Massive win’

Once ahead, 1-0 always
looked the likely result but de-
spite the narrow margin of vic-
tory it was comfortable as Villa
did not manage ashot on target
for the second match running.

"Really happy, this was a
massive win," Arsenal manager
Mikel Arteta, who claimed his
151st winin 250 Premier League
games in charge, said. "I think
we deserved it. It was a great
squad performance. I know
how tough it is to win here."

The strength of Arsenal's
squad was underlined as new
signings Bruno Guimaraes
and former Villa defender Ezri
Konsa both came off the
bench during the second half
for their Premier League de-
buts for the club.

For Villa boss Unai Emery,
who waved goodbye to Ollie
Watkins and Emiliano Marti-
nezthis week following the ear-
lier departures of Morgan
Rogers, Youri Tielemans, Lucas
Digne and Konsa, there were
hopeful signs.

US OPEN

Flaming Wawrinkabackhand

blazes into the New York sunset

Stan hadn'twon a
Slam for adecade,
but single-hander
leaves alasting
legacy beyond
his 2014-16 peak

Bhuvan Gupta
New Delhi, September 1

PETESAMPRAS, the player Sta-
nislas Wawrinka grew up idolis-
ing, handed him his maiden
Grand Slam trophy at the 2014
Australian Open. If that wasn’t
gratifyingenough, Sampraslater
said he wished he had Wa-
wrinka’sbackhand. Crackingup
in response, Wawrinka told the
MensJournal, “Yeah,and Iwant
his trophies.”

Though he couldn’t match
Sampras’ trophy count, Wa-
wrinka drew public admir-
ation nevertheless for his fight-
ing spirit, as also that
graceful-yet-powerful one-
handed backhand.

Twenty-one years after
making his Majors debut at Ro-
land Garros, ‘Stan the Man’
played his last Grand Slam
match on Tuesday. The setting
was Flushing Meadows, where
he had won his third (and last)
title in 2016.

Wawrinka very nearly
didn’t get a goodbye to the US
Open. After arriving in New
York, he learnt that the final
men’s singles wild card this
year had gone to home hope Pa-
trick Kypson. The former world
number three returned to Swit-
zerland, but Kypson soon with-
drew with an injury. Wawrinka,
offered a wild card as an elev-
enth-hour replacement, made
the trip back to America.

He was rewarded with an
outpouring of love as thou-
sands lined up at the Grand-
stand court. Wawrinka lost to
Matteo Berrettini 7-6 (7-4), 7-6
(7-3), 6-0 and received an emo-
tional send-off. "I'm very grate-
ful for thiswild card. It was very

Stan Wawrinka lost to Matteo Berrettiniin the US Open first round to end his Grand Slam journey. Ap

EXPLAINED

Why one-handed
backhands arerare

WITH COACHES
increasingly being double-
handed backhanders now,
the players are also turning
outtobedouble-handed,
Roger Federersaid ataUS
Open presser. He added that
it'sharder for young players
to control one-handed back-
hand shots, and that techni-
cal changes take time which
the modern-era game does-
n'tallow. Further, witha
greater focus on baseline
play than net play, beinga
one-handeris not naturally
advantageous anymore. The
double-handerisan easier
shottolearnwhenyou're
youngetr.

important for me tofinish here,
where I won a Grand Slam 10
years ago. I want to thank you
all for all these years," he said at
the post-match ceremony.
Having made his US Open
main draw debut in 2005, Wa-
wrinka developed a special affin-
ity towards the city over the
years. "I remember thefirst time
Icame here. Itwasimpressive for
meto feel the New Yorkvibeand
the energy of this tournament.
“Because of you (the fans) I
really enjoyed it and I found a
way to play my best tennis
here... One of the reasons I
played until 41 was tolive these
moments," he added.

Rare stroke

Like Sampras, Wawrinka
did not start off one-handed
with his backhand as a kid. In
both cases, it was the coach
who intervened. "I was 11 years
old, and my two-handed back-
hand wasterrible.Icouldn't put
oneballin," Stanrecalled tothe

US Open website in 2024.

"At that time, my coach told
me to try the one-handed back-
hand. It's not easy when you're
young to play with a one hand
because youdon'thavethesame
power, butitlooks more natural,
soIwashappywith the change."

The stroke evolved to be
counted among the most
feared on tour. Besides the el-
egance with which he struckit,
Wawrinka used it to virtually
bully his opponents on court.
His victims include the then
Big Three — Roger Federer,
Novak Djokovic and Rafael
Nadal — leading to a golden
run between 2014 and 2016
where 'Stanimal' scalped the
reigning world number one for
each of his three Major titles.

The one-handed backhand
hasbecome ararity today. Only
five playersin the men’s top100
(Lorenzo Musetti, Denis Shapo-
valov, Stefanos Tsitsipas, Dan-
iel Altmaier and Aleksandar
Kovacevic) use it. If none of

them makes the semis at US
Open 2026, it would be the first
calendar year ever without at
least one one-handed back-
hander in the last four of a
Grand Slam. Wawrinka re-
mainsbullish about the endan-
gered shot anyway. “There will
always be one-handed back-
hands,” he told presenter Pra-
kash Amritrajon Tennis Chan-
nel during the Monte Carlo
Masters this April. “Always.”

The increasingly physical
nature of the sport is why the
shot is in a minority, he feels.
"Players play really hard from
both sides now. So, of course,
it’seasierto get the two-handed
backhand." But he still expects
some younger player or the
other to always be "at the top of
the game.”

Self-effacing

Two days before Wa-
wrinka's farewell, Federer was
inducted into the Interna-
tional Tennis Hall of Fame.
The Swiss duo had won an
Olympic gold in Beijing to-
gether, and Stan said it was
“really, really special” towatch
his compatriot be honoured
this way. Also present at the Fe-
derer induction was another
famously elegant single-
handed backhand of yore - Ga-
briela Sabatini.

But when asked about his
own Hall of Fame chances, Wa-
wrinka was typically self-effac-
ing. ”T absolutely don't decide
forthat.It'smylast year. I'mtry-
ing to finish in the best way
possible,” he told reporters after
hislast Slam outing.

Wawrinka has lost 15 of the
22 matches he has played so far
this season. He has not won any
ATPtitle in the last eight years,
and is unlikely to add to his 16-
strong tally when he hangs up
his racquet. But that might not
matter for the lad who grew up
workingon his parents’ farmin
Lausanne. He wants to be re-
membered for “always trying to
give, always trying to fight, al-
ways showing up”.

That, and his inimitable
backhand.

Alcaraz shines on return, breezes past Safiullin

Reuters
New York, September 1

DEFENDING CHAMPION Car-
los Alcaraz needed only a New
York minute to hit his stride
after anearly five-month injury
layoff, beating Russian Roman
Safiullin 6-4, 6-4, 6-4 in the first
round of US Open.

Alcaraz arrived at Flushing
Meadows as one of the tourna-
ment's biggest question marks,
having not played since April
duetoawristinjury, buthe had
his best weapon working for
himin hisfirst singles matchin
139 days as he sent over 20 fore-
hand winners.

He next plays Portugal's
JaimeFariain the second round.
"It's been a really tough five
months for me," said Alcaraz. "I
missed it - I missed the crowd,
the energy, I missed competi-
tion, I missed everything."

Carlos Alcaraz beat Russian Roman Safiullin 6-4, 6-4, 6-4. ap

AlcarazgotabriefU.S. Open
warm-up in the mixed doubles
with partner Serena Williams
last week, and the crowd at Ar-
thur Ashe Stadium was all too
happy to see him return, with
the twice champion greeted
with deafening cheers as he

took to the court.

Alcaraz whacked a fore-
hand winner out of Safiullin's
reach for the break in the
seventh game and looked tobe
back to hisusual self as the Rus-
sian was unable to tame Alca-
raz's lethal serve on set point.

The Spaniard wentdown an
early break in the second set
but Safiullin gave up the mo-
mentum immediately as he
sentavolley out on break point
in the third game, never getting
a handle on the match.

Alcaraz painted the line to
go up another break in the
seventh and was in total control
in the third set, where he con-
verted a break point with his
powerful forehand.

"I was playing pretty nor-
mal, and the arm, the wrist,
everything felt great," said Al-
caraz. "I'm going to still take
care of it, these days and
before the matches and every-
thing, but I'm just really happy
it's pain-free finally."

‘Difficult day’
The youngest man to com-

pletethe career grand slam, 23-
year-old Alcaraz has not been

immune to injury scares in his
still-young career, giving fans a
fright last year with a brief knee
concern en route to the title.

But this year's drama has
risen above the level he has
seen before, after the wrist in-
jury in his dominant arm
forced him to pull out of the
Barcelona Open and scuttled a
large chunk of his season.

He looked healthy enough -
if, perhaps, somewhat unin-
spired - playing in last week's
mixed doubles but hit another
gear on Monday as he debuted
aflowing hairstyle in contrastto
last year's accidental buzz cut.
"It was adifficult day for me, but
atthe sametime, areally beauti-
ful one. Starting the day really
nervous," said Alcaraz, who
hopes to become the first man
to successfully defend the title
since Roger Federer won his
fifth in a row 18 years ago.

* BRIEFLY

Unnati Hooda suffered a 21-10, 21-18 loss to Korea’s Kim Ga-eun. pri

China Masters: Unnati falters

against Ga-eun; Hari-Arjun retire

UNNATIHOODA suffered from starting blues as she could
not get past Korean World No 12 Kim Ga-eun to exit Super 750
China Masters. A 0-4 startin the opening set ended in a21-10,
21-18loss at Shenzhen as the Round 1 challenge proved too
steep for the Indian World no 25. In the men's doubles, MR
Arjunand Hariharan Amsakarunanretired at 11-8 down
against Chinese Chen Bo Yang-Liu Yi. On Wednesday,
Kidambi Srikanth plays Chi Yu Jen, while Dhruv Kapila-Tan-
isha Crasto play Tonkid-Tonrug (Saeheng). Lakshya Sen be-
gins his campaign against Worlds twice-medallist Victor Lai,
while Devika Sihag runs into gritty Kaloyana Nalbantova of
Bulgaria. Tanvi Sharma has a good opportunity to defeat
Danish Amali Schulz and move into WS2 position for the
Asian Games. Satwiksairaj Rankireddy-Chirag Shetty play a
Malaysian unit of Junaidi Arif and Kang Khai Xing. ENS

Man City to sign
Fernandez from
Chelsea: Report

MANCHESTERCITY have
reached an agreement with
Chelseatosign midfielder
Enzo Fernandez for £125
million, British media
reported. The Athletic
reported Fernandez was
given permission by Chel-
seatoundergo amedical.
The fee would equal the
British transfer record set
when Liverpool signed
Swedish striker Alexander
Isak from Newcastle United
last year as City's close-sea-
son spend touches nearly
£400 million. REUTERS

Rudiger retires
fromint’l

football

GERMANY DEFENDER
Antonio Rudiger
announced his retirement
from international football,
endingal2-year career with
the national teamto focus
on his club career. The 33-
year-old centre backearned
86 caps after making his sen-
iordebutin 2014, establish-
inghimselfas a mainstay of
the Germany defence across
three World Cups and
multiple European Cham-
pionships. REUTERS

South Korea
name Moreno as

interim coach

SOUTH KOREA appointed
former Spain coach Robert
Moreno as interim
manager tolead the
national team through No-
vember, the Korea Football
Association (KFA) said. The
48-year-old will oversee
South Korea's next six
matches as the KFA
continuesits search fora
permanent replacement
for Hong Myung-bo, who
stepped down in June after
the team's group-stage exit

| atthe World Cup. REUTERS

McTominay out
for month due to
heart problem

NAPOLI MIDFIELDER Scott
McTominay will undergo a
surgical procedure to treat
anirregular heartbeat, the
Serie A club announced.
Napoliadded that McTomi-
nay will be out until after
the season's firstinterna-
tional break, meaning he
won't play again until Oc-
tober. "Following the devel-
opment of aminor, benign
arrhythmia, Scott McTomi-
nay over the coming days
willundergo an operation a
PFA (pulsed field ablation),"
Napolisaid. AP

Lad becomes
Mumbai captain
for Ranji Trophy

SEASONED MIDDLE-order
batter Siddhesh Lad hasre-
placed Shardul Thakur as
Mumbai captain for the up-
coming Ranji Trophy sea-
son. Thakur, 34, hasbeen
replaced to manage his
workload since the Mumbai
thinktank aims to
maximise his value as the
premier bowler in the red-
ball team. He has also con-
tributed heavily with the
batin crunchsituationsin
the past. PTI

India A to tour
NZ for three
4-day matches

INDIA A will play three
four-day matches against
New Zealand Ain
Christchurch from October
24,New Zealand Cricket an-
nounced. The series will be
partofIndia's build-up to
the two-Test series against
New Zealand, withthe A
side's matches preceding
the senior team's red-ball
assignment. The fixtures
were announced as part of
New Zealand Cricket's do-
mestic red-ball schedule for
the Plunket Shield. PTI

e MANCHESTER’S MAGICIAN

Cherki, with his twinkling fect, keeplng Man City slick in post-Pep era

Sandip G
New Delhi, September 1

SIXYEARS ago, Kylian Mbappe
reposted on Rayan Cherki with
a smiley and caption: “Don’t
talk to him about his age too
much!” Cherki was only 16
then, and had netted a brace of
goals and assists, for Lyon
against Nantes, sending the first
firm signals of his precocious
giftstowards the world at large.
He looked beyond his age; not
so much by the stubble and de-
fined facial features he then
spotted, but by the wisdom he
showed with the ball on his
floating feet.

Mbappe, an early-bloomer
himself, was not the first to
positively wonder about his
compatriot of Italian-Algerian
descentraised inbusy Lyon. He
was only six years old and
knocking the ball on an ath-
letics track adjacent to the foot-
ball pitch his elder brothers
trained when a local coach

Roger Martinez saw him and
stood transfixed with the tricks
he performed.

"That's where I saw him for
the first time," Martinez told
Bleacher Report. "He was play-
ingwith aball while he watched
his brother train. And I asked
myself, “‘Who is this monster?
How can a six-year-old kid do
so much with the ball at his
feet? He told him to come and
start training at his local ama-
teur club AS Saint-Priest. More
pleasurable shock followed:
"There was nothing I could
teach him about how to play
football. He was a kid who
knew how to do everything.”

The only dilemma was
where to play him. He could
score and create goals; he was
wondrously two-footed; could
play on the flanks, at the
centre, as a playmaker, winger
and forward. He was so good
everywhere that different
managers would use him dif-
ferently as his career soared. In

Lyon, jersey numbers could
notsignify his role. He wore 18,
10, 9 and then began towear 18
again. He left even the un-
matched tactical shape-shifter
Pep Guardiola astounded.

The legendary manager
would say: “There are mo-
ments that I just want to shout
athim, and there are moments
I want to kiss him.” His flour-
ishes and indulgences in-
censed him but his grandeur
and outcome marvelled him. A
system disruptor or a chaos
agent, antithetical to the
Guardiolisma ideals of posi-
tional and structural conform-
ity. He admitted after Cherki’s
spectacular goal against Ar-
senal last season: “I have to
allow him to express his in-
credible talent.”

It’s tempting to call him a
throwback, atime-travellertoan
erawhere structures had notsuf-
focated displays of individual
flash, even showboating at
times, when football and foot-

Rayan Cherki scored twice in five minutes against Crystal Palace. ap

ballers could self-indulge a bit;
when spontaneity trumped over
rigorously-instilled patterns. To
put it simply, Cherki is arguably
the most watchable player on
the planet, a thrillingly volatile
footballer that makes even the

non-fan get hooked to the
screen. Guardiola, Rodri and
Bernardo Silva have gone, but
Cherki makes watching City
pleasurable again. He was
clearly their most influential
player in the first two games (two

There are

moments that I
just want to shout at
him, and there are
moments I want to
kiss him.”

PEP GUARDIOLA
ON RAYAN CHERKI

game-changing assists with
Bournemouth in the opener).
Watch those goals against
Crystal Palace. Watch the run
for his first goal. He gathersthe
pass with the shin of his right
foot, then brushes aside three
onrushing defenders, from
three different sides without
spreading a single crease on his
shirt, slides past the fourth one
and then pokes the ball with his
left foot. He can walk on water;
maybe even on air. Watch the
ball past the goalkeeper, rolling
without a scent of power.

Even when he stirs power, it
does not look savage. He im-
parted incredible power ontothe
shot that led to his second goal,
but the audience could trace its
flight without pausing and re-
winding. The whip and curl
were gorgeous in its journey.

Between, before and after
the two goals, there were mo-
ments his magical string
strummed falsetto notes,
when the tricks gloriously
failed, and when City manager
Enzo Maresca fumed. But that
is part of the Cherki package,
the flaws that make him even
more fascinating. He is Ma-
resca’s most precious asset be-
fore the rejigged band settles
down into a coherent firm. His
manager at Lyon, Rudi Garcia
once said: “He has a strong
ability to beat players but uses
it too much and not especially
wisely.” There will be days
when Cherki would be painted
asaraw, undisciplined maver-
ick, just another cheeky kid

with jinking feet.

Cherki asafinished product
is a daunting thought for de-
fenders, but even a semi-fin-
ished product could embarrass
them. The technical prowess
with both feet apart, the
Frenchman has a layered and
subtle game.

He switches his tempo,
quick pauses and sudden
bursts of speed, which imbal-
ances defenders; uses his lithe
frame to spin and swerve past
his markers and uses nearly
every part of his body to con-
jure the unthinkable move or
pass, and maintains supreme
control in tight space. Garcia
gushes over the weight of his
passes to the final third and in-
telligence: “He is an excellent
reader of game, sees three -four
ahead. The touch, the turn,
everything is smooth. He must
be aware that he still has huge
room for improvement.”

And he is only 23. But just
don’t remind him of his age.
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